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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


COMMUNIQUE SENT TOC MEDIA ON ASSASSINATION OF TURKISH ENVOY 


Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 24 Mar 83 p 4 


[News release, published under the heading "On the Occasion of Terrorist Action 
Against the Turkish Consul in Belgrade": "Communique of the Justice Commandos 
of Armenian Genocide" ] 


[Text] The Athens daily newspapers, including a fellow Armenian 
paper, AZAT OR [Free Day], have received a French-language news 
release from the JUSTICE COMMANDOS OF ARMENIAN GENOCIDE, on the 
occasion of terrorist action taken against the Turkish consul 
in Belgrade. 


Following is the text of this news release. 


We have carried out a terrorist action against a Turkish diplomat in Belgrade. 
Assuming responsibility for this political act, the JUSTICE COMMANDOS OF 
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE once again want to direct world attention toward the national 
question of the Armenian people and tc the disturbing injustice of which the 
Armenian people continue to be a victin. 


Disenchanted by the fruitlessness of traditional means of regaining our home- 
land, after 8 years we left the path of peaceful activity adopted by Armenian 
political parties. It was essential to make our voice heard more frequently, 

in a world where naked force alone exercises influence. We resorted to this 
policy because it was the only way to communicate to che media the voice of 

our people, who are victims of Turkish state terrorism, and to remind governments 
that by remaining silent they become accomplices to the crime of genocide. 


We are disappointed and disturbed to state that a number of countries are in- 
creasing their complicity to such a scandalous degree of collaboration that not 
only will they not be satisfied with condemning the demands of our armed move- 
ment but will try to horrify ALL Armenians, to keep them from acknowledging 
their ethnic affiliation and from fighting on ALL fronts, and finally to deny 
them the very right of being Armenians. And they do not hesitate to resort to 
all means of pressure in order to accomplish this. They apply pressure on 
their own courts, and their police apply unjust restrictions. 




















We cannot accept a situation where the most elementary human rights are being 
tra pled. It is unacceptable that government agencies, under the pretext of 
punishment for our just struggle, are attacking acknowledged and established 


Armenian organizations and groups. 


We direct an appeal to individuals, organizations and nations which have a posi- 
tive attitude toward the Armenians, to defend our struggle, which is directed 
only against the Turkish Government. We condemn those governments which punish 
their citizens who are Armenians by origin and harass the children of a nation 
which is in search of identity and its right to exist. 


Our struggle will not rest. Our struggle needs the understanding and support 
of enlightened and progressive nations. 


JUSTICE COMMANDOS OF ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 


8817 
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EGYPT 


MONETARY POLICY ANALYZED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 18 Mar 83 p 5 


{Article by ‘Abd-al-Rahman ‘Aql: “Reading the Cards of the Central Bank's 
Monetary and Credit Policies; Seven Recommendations to Remedy Negative 
Financial Effects in Egypt] 


[Text] Strictly speaking, it can be said that the goal that any economic 
policy strives for is the achievement of prosperity for present and future 
generations. More specifically, the aims of economic policy are the 
achievement of the maximum possible rate of growth, the raising of the average 
per capita share of the national income, the complete utilization of the 
resources of society and the elimination of balance-of-payments deficits. To 
achieve these goals, the state uses many policies--financial, monetary, price 
and investment. Monetary and credit policies are intimately linked with the 
course of economic activity. They are also linked with the life of the people, 
because the people require money to finance their projects. One problem that 
continually faces the state concerns the “control” of society's money supply 
through the hundreds of financial institutions that exist. The role of the 
central bank in this process is like that of the brain in relation to the human 
body. It is the responsible agency that directs the expansion and contraction 
of the money supply so that the rates of monetary expansion do not fall to a 
level that hinders the country’s economic activity and do not rise to the point 
that inflationary pressures are generated. 


A reading of monetary and credit developments since the early 1980's based on 
the cards ..eld by the central bank and an inquiry into their economic effects 
on the mobilization of savings and the financing of investments allow one to 
analyze and review this policy and the measures that can be taken to achieve a 


better future. 


Interest Rates Rise 


In 1976, the central bank began to reform the interest rate structure, raising 
interest rates six times between 1976 and 1980. There were two increases in 
1980 followed by an increase in early 1981 and another in 1982. 


This rise in creditor interest rates was accompanied by a large increase in 
savings deposits and consequently in net sales of investment certificates. 























This was also aided by a number of factors such as the authorization of 
commercial banks to accept deposits in foreign currencies as well as the rise 
in the real rate of growth of society and consequently in the tendency toward 


saving. 


In other words, the policy of a gradual increase in interest rates and the 
positive factors that accompanied this ensured the encouragement of domestic 
saving under the prevailing rates of inflation, on the one hand, and the 
restriction and guidance of the use of bank credit, on the other. With regard 
to creditor interest rates on savings deposits in local currency, they 
increased from 4 percent subject to 40 percent taxation in 1975 to 5 to 13 
percent exempt from taxation on 1 July 1982. Borrower interest rates on loans 
and cash advances rose from 6 percent in 1975 to the following rates as of 

1 July 1982: “a maximum of 13 percent for loans granted to the services 
sector, meaning that the rate could exceed this according to the extent that 
the trade activity serves the needs of the national economy.” 


Economic experts believe that the new structure of interest rates is in keeping 
with the goals of the state’s general plan, which is to encourage the 
production sectors and restrict trade and service activities that help to 


generate inflationary pressures. 


Others are waiting to see the extent of the effectiveness of this policy in 
achieving its desired goal and say that it will create uninvested surpluses in 
the banks. However, the encouragement of the government to undertake 
industrial and agricultural activity and the unprecedented efforts of the 
5-year plan to prepare lists of industrial project's whose economic benefits 
have been carefully studied could challenge the assumption of these observers 
that this policy will be effective in channeling economic activity toward the 


production of goods. 
Where Have Deposits in Foreign Banks Gone? 


Financial experts confirm that foreign currency deposits in banks operating in 
Egypt have increased. This has led to substantial growth in funds invested 
abroad in recent years in view of the lack of suitable domestic investment 
opportunties that provide an acceptable return to the holders of these 
deposits. In the face of this phenomenon, the central bank decided on 

30 July 1981 to force the banks registered with it to deposit 15 percent of 
their customers’ deposit reserves in free currency at the 3-month deposit rate 
prevailing in the London market. The aim of this decision was to limit the 
banks’ practice of investing their deposits abroad and to channel them toward 
the service of the national economy. Thi. percentage of the reserves held by 
the central bank totaled 426.5 million pounds in June 1982. 


It must be pointed out that the commercial banks of the public sector are still 
the main repository of savings in the national economy. They also play the 
main role in the financing of development, which in turn reflects the lack of 
participation by the banks established under Law No 43 of 1974 in the 
development process. To be fair, is it the deficiency of these banks that is 
at fault, or is the problem attributable to the fact that some of the elements 























at fault, or is the problem attributable to the fact that some of the elements 
necessary for a good investment climate are lacking and the basic facilities 
are lacking in efficiency? In any case, if the pretext is the unavailability 
of serious studies of the economic benefits of the projects, we say to t' ese 
banks that this pretext is virtually eliminated when we know that the third 
volume of the 1982-87 5-year plan provides for the first time the details of 
680 new projects with total investments exceeding 4 billion pounds. 


The lesson is not that more banks must be established but that we must exploit 
the opportunties for productive investment and attempt to achieve the maximum 
possible benefit from the existing resources of the banks, which are still 
maintaining a large portion of these resources with correspondents abroad in 
order to take advantage of differences in interest rates. We say that it is no 
longer acceptable for these banks to rely on the domestic market as one of the 
main sources of financing “rather than relying on international markets.” Nor 
is it acceptable for them to attract large deposits from Egyptians working 
abroad and then increase their reserves with correspondents abroad. But this 
is not all. At the present time, the greater part of the depusits of the 
investment and business banks are still shortterm deposits, which limits their 
ability to expand the granting of longterm loans and development incentives. 
Moreover, because of the relatively restricted position of these banks, their 
activity is still extremely close to the activity of the commercial banks since 
they are basically limited to financing projects characterized by short vayback 
periods and the availability of sufficient guarantees, such as luxury hotels, 
luxury housing and some consumer industries and building materials. However, 
this is not to deny the role of the joint banks in general in making it easier 
for local businessmen to obtain importers incentives to purchase eyuipment and 
machinery from abroad since they have offered the necessary domestic guarantees 
for these incentives to go into effect. In addition, the investment and 
business banks carry out some banking activities of the commercial banks, such 
as issuing letters to guarantee and open debt credits and the financing of some 


specific types of private sector imports. 





Based on this, we must agree that before we consider establishing new banks, we 
must first evaluate current experience. “For example, the total financing of 
foreign trade by joint banks and foreign branch banks in 1978 amounted to 
around 835.5 million pounds while at the same time they contributed only the 
barest minimum to the financing of development projects. Thus, these banks 
concentrated on shortterm operations characterized by high profitability and 
the realization of the maximum return in the shortest amount of time.” We had 
hoped that these banks would be a source of support and impetus for the 
economic development plan, which is what the economic open door policy was 
implemented to achieve. Therefore, measures must be taken to guarantee that 
these banks are encouraged to participate positively in the development 


process. 
Monetary Expansion 
There are multiple factors influencing monetary policy, some of which fall 


outside the scope of the monetary authority represented by the Egyptian central 
banks, such as deficits in the general budgets which are financed by the 




















banking system and deficits in the balance of payments which lead to declines 
in the net foreign assets held by the banking system and consequently have a 
contracting effect on the money supply. Nonetheless, monetary and credit 
developments from 1979 to 1982 point to an increase in total domestic liquidity 
from 6,253.1 million pounds at the end of June 1979 to 14,953.4 million pounds 
at the end of June 1982, representing an average annual increase of 2,900.1 
million pounds or 33.7 percent over the 3 years. It is clear from this that 
the rate of monetary expansion has exceeded the proper limits by around 18 
percent and surpasses the rate of real growth in the domestic product by around 
26 percent. “Economic and financial experts believe that the appropriate limit 
of monetary expansion is an increase in the monetary suppl) at an annual rate 
equal to the rate of growth of the gross domestic product along with--according 
to some experts--the addition of a small margin of inflation varying from 5 to 
10 percent. Thus, if the real rate of growth of the gross domestic product 
during the 1980's was around 8 percent, then the proper rate of increase of the 
money supply ranges from 13 to 18 percent annually and any increase beyond this 
range leads to the creation of high rates of inflation." 


Financing of Trade and Services 


By analyzing the role of monetary policy in the field of investment, we find 
that the total volume of incentives granted by commercial banks amounted to 
7,578.8 million pounds as of the end of June 1982 as opposed to 1,664 million 
pounds as of the end of June 1978, representing an average rate of growth of 
46.8 percent per year. This rate reflects substantial growth in the real funds 
available for credit granted by the commercial banks, even assuming a 
prevailing average annual inflation rate of 30 percent during the past years. 
These figures also indicate that the policy of a gradual increase in interest 
rates from 1976 to the present has not had a contracting effect on the volume 
of credit, meaning that interest, as one of the costs of production, still does 
not represent a restriction on domestic investment. However, it will be noted 
that the larger part of this credit expansion is being channeled toward trade 
and service activity. Some 63.2 percent of the funds available for incentives 
were granted to these two sectors as of June 1982 versus 47.9 percent in 

June 1978. Meanwhile, 36.8 percent of the incentive funds were granted to the 
industrial and agricultural sectors as of June 1982 versus 52.1 percent in 

June 1978. This prompted the central bank to place controls on the expansion 
of credit so as to guarantee that the larger part of this credit will be 
channeled into production, industrial and agricultural activity. The bank 
modified the structure of interest rates on loans and advances to ensure 
preference toward the production sectors in interest rates at the expense of 
the trade and services sectors. In addition, the banking system is granting 
low-interest loans at “around 6 percent” at the rate of 900 million pounds per 
year to food security land reclamation and housing projects, with the provision 
that the state will support these rates by paying the difference between the 
actual rates and the rates obtained on these loans by the banking systen. 


The Medium Term 


After this quick reading in the Egyptian central bank's cards of monetary and 
credit policy in Egypt in the late 1970's and early 1980's, the future could 
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move toward cooperation between the government and the central bank to Limit 
monetary and credit expansion. This would be done through the reduction or 
stabilization of general budget deficits, on the one hand, and guidance in the 
use of credit, on the other. Moreover, the state is moving toward 
concentrating on increased goods production in the agricultural and industrial 
sector. Another important matter is the focus of current economic policy on 
the development of exports and the guidance of importation in the coming years 
so that the rate of the former (8 percent) will exceed the rate of the latter 
(4 percent), thus achieving a balance in the balance of trade in the medium 
term. Economists assert that if these efforts are successful, they will remedy 
many of the internal and external deficiencies, curb inflation, strengthen the 
position of the domestic currenvy and decrease dependence on the foreign world. 


The Short Term 


The central bank believes that there are a number of recommendations in the 
context of monetary policy that could lead to substantial results in the short 


and medium term: 


l. Raising the percentage of legal reserves held by the central bank, thus 
ensuring greater liquidity to finance the needs of the government rather than 


reliance on the issuance of new currency. 





2. Issuing government bonds at attractive interest rates to finance part of 
the general budget deficits through real savings. 





3. Recognizing the necessity of remedying the problem of the exchange rate and 
bringing the official and free exchange rates closer together to curb the flow 
of foreign currency resources into the free market. 


4. Maintaining the correspondence between interest rates for the Egyptian 
pound and domestic rates of inflation to encourage the depositor to save in 
local currency and to limit demand for the American dollar. 


5. Limiting dependence on foreign borrowing in general and moving from 
shortterm loans to lowinterest mediumterm loans in particular to reduce foreign 


debt service burdens. 


6. Stimulating the securities market to make it a financial center that will 
help mobilize longterm domestic savings, thus limiting speculation on land, 
real estate and movable property as well as opening avenues of investment to 
attract deposits in foreign currency rather than allowing it to be invested 


abroad. 


7. Expanding the granting of low-interest loans to develop product exports or 
uniting the banks in a common effort to strengthen the resources of the Import- 
Export Bank to carry out this important role. 


8591 
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ISRAEL 


NEGOTIATION WITH HUSAYN SEEN AS THREAT 


Ofra NEQUDA in Hebrew No 53, 14 Jan 83 p 2 


[Text] While we are all busy in the realm of building and creating, policy 
moves are being devised around us, that could cause us many difficulties if we 
do not pay heed and be active. 


There is no doubt that the main move is related to the fundamental willingness 
of King Hussein to join the negotiations about the future of Judea and Samaria 
under one formula or another which serves his purposes. The main innovation, 
besides the actual willingness to enter negotiations is getting the approval 
by the PLO and its head, Yasir ‘Arafat. 


Whoever follows developments that have occurred in the area since the Peace for 
Gallilee War feels that the PLO is about to make a meaningful tactical change 

in its approach for achieving the aims of the Palestinian Covenant. The results 
of the war brought the PLO to the realization, final apparently, that in the 
foreseeable future it will not be able to overcome Israel by force. This con- 
clusion allows it, according to logic, only one action plan: achieving a foot- 
hold in Judea and Samaria through Jordan, the U.S., Europe and also through the 
help of the supporters of a Palestinian state among Israeli citizens. 


The moves are conspicuous: ‘Arafat's visit in Amman, the PLO agreement to a 
Jordanian partnership under one formula or another to its rule in Judea and 
Samaria, and Hysayn's visit with Reagan to receive the backing of the president 
for the plan and to get his assistance to pressure Israel. And concurrently-- 
contacts with Israeli fringe groups that have a great influence in the Israeli 


media. 


The precedent of al-Sadat's surprise visit and the dramatic developments that 
followed the visit, including the relinquishing of the Sinai, must prepare us 
for the possibility of a Hysayn edition of the well-known performance, especial- 
ly since this time the demand for giving up parts of the heart of Israel is 
involved. Knowing the sentimental attitude >f some of our leaders toward 
showmanship and delusion in the political arena and the terrible price that they 
are willing to pay to star along with the principal visitor in these shows, it 
is incumbent upon us to prepare physically and politically for the possibility 
that in exchange for a technical and verbal gesture by Husayn (and who knows, 
maybe even by ‘Arafat), the Sinai episode will repeat itself in one formula or 


another. 














In contacts between the secretariat of the Judea and Samaria Council with govern- 
ment ministers in order to put them on notice as to the seriousness with which 
we perceive future contacts with Arab leaders regarding the future of Judea and 
Samaria, they tried to calm us by asserting that Judea and Samaria and Gaza are 
the soul of the Likud government and that no political and territorial conces- 
sions are possible in Judea and Samaria. 


We do not doubt the sincerity of these declarations. The problem is that also 

in the matter of Sinai and especially regarding the settlements in the Rafiah 
salient, and the city of Yamit, similar things were said, but when it was time 
for the declarations and promises to stand the test of pressure--the promise- 
givers caved in and the results are well known. The precedent of Yamit justifies 
our suspicion and mistrust of the government commitment that "it will not happen 
in Judea and Samaria." Whoever transgressed once by destroying settlements in 
Israel and evacuating its inhabitants, for us he is a suspect until he proves 


otherwise. 


We should not allow the great work that we do to anesthetize our senses and 
distort our perspectives: The act of [establishing] settlements is indeed the 
determining act against the plots of the PLO, Jordan and those who support them, 
but unfortunately we found out that settlements alone is not enough. We have to 
prepare concurrently with the action of establishing settlements, a political, 
informational and physical plan of action. We must make it clear to everyone: 
the lesson of Sinai has been studied to its depth. 


A second Sinai will not fall. 
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ISRAEL 


AMBASSADOR TO EGYPT ANALYZES CURRENT REGIONAL CONDITIONS 


Tel Aviv DAYAR in Hebrew 4 Feb 83 p 15 


[Article by Moshe Sason: "At The Jumping Off Point Israel's Ambassador To 
Egypt Analyzes Why Peace With The Arab Countries Has Been Delayed And What The 
Chances Are For Peace In The Future."] 


[Text] After declaring independence and along with building up the nation and 
uniting those who were in the Diaspora we all had one dream; the dream of having 
peace with the Arab countries. And here, after the signing of the peace treaty 
with Egypt--and before the first 5 years have passed--what usually happens to 
each "dreamer" happened in the case of the Israeli public; that is the dream 
did not conform to reality. There are those who feel disappointed and wonder: 
"This is not the dream that I have dreamt," "Is that what peace is suppose to 


be like?" 


And on the other side, Egypt too had a dream. But a completely different dream. 
The dream was of Egypt standing at the head of Arab armies to destroy Israel. 
And there was the first round, the second, the third, and the fourth and in 
between these there was a war of attrition. That is to say, that from an 
Egyptian point of view--the dream was not only not fulfilled, but they had to 
give up that dream was not only not fulfilled, but they had to give up that 
dream and to decide to go in a completely different direction--and sign a peace 
treaty with Israel. The deceased President al-Sadat and Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin promised each other peace forever." The Prime Minister of Israel and 
President Mubarak repeated the same promise at the first moment of their meeting 
at the funeral of President al-Sadat. 


There was, then, a clash between two dreams with opposing poles. Two completely 
different starting points, which lead the two sides to a point of convergence. 
Israel wanted to rediscover the Egyptian character and through him the embodiment 
of his dream. And when peace arrived, what was more natural than to show ardor 
and eagerness towards "peace," “peace here, immediate and plentiful."' And when 
the Egyptian hesitated--the Israeli, the other dreamer was still wondering about 
the breaking of his dream which lied shattered in front of him--and in that 
hesitation did not grant the Israeli the same peace in abundance to quench his 
thirst, what wonder then that the Israeli almost wanted to demand revenge? 
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The Egyptian, although he became convinced of the justness of the difficult 
decision that a courageous and far-sighted leader took was neverthele«s full of 
bewilderment. He was happy that peace had finally arrived, but he did not know 
how to approach it. Logic and emotion aside, the impressions gained through 
prolonged hostile propaganda and indoctrination cannot obviously be easily 
erased. The truth is that the Egyptian does not exactly know how to break the 
psychological barrier his leader talked about. He asks himself if indeed it 
could be done at one stroke? What "great dismay" when he first meets the Israeli, 
he discovers to his surprise that the Israeli has a pair of eyes and a pair of 
ears like everyone else. What did an Egyptian farmer say when he saw Israelis 
for the first time in his life? "By God, you are all handsome like the moon." 
The Israeli searches for Moses in Egypt. Whereas the Egyptian is not aware of 
an explicit trace of the small Semitic tribe that stayed in Egypt during the 
pre-Islamic ancient time. 


In 1951 I was given the task of accompanying Rueven Shiloach to a few ur his 
meetings with King ‘Abdallah. Very young and somewhat mischievous, I plucked 

up my courage at one of these meetings and asked the king: "Since we are con- 
ducting negotiations for peace, please kindly explain to me why do you want peace 


with Israel?" 


"Abdallah's answer is etched in my memory to this point. I will translate it 
verbatim in Hebrew. He said: "Don't be mistaken, my son. I have not turned 
into a Zionist. If we do not reach a peace agreement, there will be another 
war between us, and another war and another war. And we, the Arabs, will lose 
all of them. Peace is for the good of my nation, and maybe it is more necessary 
for my nation than it is for yours." These were ‘Abdallah's words in 1951. 


Thirty years later, on the 20th of May, 1981, when I presented my credentials 
to President al-Sadat as Israel's ambassador to Egypt, and throughout the cere- 
mony two questions kept bothering me: Why was it necessary to take 29 years 
and four wars before there would be a breakthrough for peace? And why did we 
net reach peace with the Arab nations immediately after the War of Independence? 


Each of us could, of course, give his answer to that question. On my part, I 
could only offer an interim answer, which has not been fully crystallized in 


my head. 


After signing the armistice agreements, and in order to achieve peace, Israel 
held political contacts not only with King ‘Abdallah but also with the royal 
court in Cairo. There were also some expioratory talks and a certain degree of 
contact with the then leader of Syria, Husayn al-Za'im, as there were contacts 
in Lebanon, even though those were of a rather subdued nature. There is no 
wonder, then, that anyone who looks over the armistice agreements will immed- 
iately discover that these agreements intended to fulfill a temporary role, 
until their replacement by peace agreements. 


Out of pragmatism and the feeling that there is no other alternative but to 
accept reality, only then were some of the Arab leaders inclined toward peace. 
And that certainly was not because of finally accepting Zionist ideology or for 
the pursuit of peace for peace's sake. In addition, external international in- 
fluences, especially from Britain, along with the inflaming of the Arab masses 
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by war propaganda the echoes of which were still fresh, and above all the desire 
of the then-leading class in the Arab nations--the one that influenced the shap- 
ing of policy--all these crystallized in a line which refused to accept reality, 
the same line which pushed the leaders of the neighboring nations to try again 
and again to destroy Israel through war. 


And this is how the journalist term "round was born, first round, second round... 
in the sense that experience is destined to be followed by another experience 
and another experience. Thirty years and four wars had to pass before our 
[Egyptian] neighbors--tired of the weariness of war and finally despaired by 
their experiences--responded with an impressive public reception which millions 
of Egyptians had prepared for al-Sadat in the streets of Cairo upon his return 
from his visit to Jerusalem. 


Here then are the components of the formula: Thirty years ago most of the leaders 
of the neighboring countries were inclined towards a peace arrangement, whereas 
public opinion and the classes influencing the shaping of policies stopped the 
leaders. Thirty years later, there is a feeling that the majority of the masses 
of the Arab nations that surround us--and I emphasize here "Arab nations that 
surround us," would willingly accept and even applaud the decision of a leader 
to make peace with Israel. However, there is one thing missing; a towering 
leader who has not been found until now but in Egypt. 


Indeed, already after the Six Day War and towards the end of the life of Jamal 
"Ahd-al-Wasir, one could notice in Egypt the first signs of a change in the 
position toward Israel. We witnessed a clearer expression of the same phenomenon 
at the time when al-Sadat came to office and when he wrote his famous letter in 
response to Jarring's expressing Egypt's fundamental willingness to sign a peace 
treaty with Israel. That process itslef is what finally brought President al- 
Sadat to Jerusalem after the Yom Kippur War and led to the signing of the frame- 
work agreement and the first peace agreement between Israel and Egypt. 


We are now beginning to see--after the failure of the initial Arab struggle 
against Egypt because it signed a peace agreement with Israel, a struggle which 
still continues in part, and after the opponents were not able to present any 
alternative--we see that the same process brings about an acceleration of a 
similar process in certain Arab states, and this we must stress is a pale and 
hesitant acceleration, shy and stuttering, and mainly lacking in boldness and 
full of reservations which empty the process of its content. 


The primary character of this process is the increasing pragmatic attitude of 
certain Arab countries toward the existence of Israel, and the inclination to 
turn to political means to achieve most of their possible aims, out of a funda- 
mental willingness to reach a peace arrangement with Israel. 


It should be clearly stated, that the process is basically the result of two 
main phenomenon: First, the impressive and increasing strength of Israel. 
Strength which allowed Israel to eradicate any illusion of the Arab states re- 
garding the destruction of Israel. And second, the Arab nations’ weariness of 
war, the increase in the special value of an Arab life and the increasing desire 
in the Arab world for a life of comfort and tranquility. In this connection I 
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shali mention that in the days of the armistice lines we found out that rich 
Arab villages would not allow the infiltrators to go through them in their 
attempts to infiltrate Israel. That was so since only the poor ones had nothing 
to lose. From this experience I learned that the more developed our neighbors 
get and the more they enjoy a higher standard of living, the lower will be 

their inclination toward military and political adventures. 


Today one can determine that it is basically possible to notice the end of the 
period when the Arab countries wanted to liquidate Israel and the movement to 
the time of stable political arrangements which will lead us sooner or later to 
peace with all our neighbors. It seems that there should be no doubts regard- 


ing the general direction of the peace process. 


The tempo of the development of this process and its centrality in the position 
of the Arab countries depend on many factors--different, unclear, and somewhat 
complicated--in the different Arab countries involved in the matter. For ex- 
ample, the particular needs of each country; the courage, the leadership ability 
and willpower of the ruler; the contest between the different ambitions; the 
traditional struggle between ideologies; artificial or real and positive pragma- 
tism; the needs of regimes and even the temperament and particular character of 
the different Arab nations or of classes and stratums within these nations, all 
these factors will supply the same process with ability to break through and move 
on to the political arena. As far as Israel is concerned, the same process has 
not crossed the Rubicon yet, because until today there has not been another Arab 
country which is willing to open direct negotiations without preconditions, or 
to join the Camp David agreement framework as Egypt and the U.S. have committed 
themselves to in signing it. It was President Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir who revealed 
to the Egyptian nation that it belonged to the Arab world and it was he who made 


Egypt the leader of that world. 


President al-Sadat wanted to restore the balance and return Egypt its uniqueness 
without giving up its Arabism through a contest with Arab leaders on the cutside, 
and thinkers from within. In so doing he presented a new challenge to his nation 
and to the whole Arab world--the challenge of development, brotherhood and peace 
instead of the dream of liquidation, which contained within it at the most an 
insurance certificate for destruction and a life of misery. 


It is no accident of course, that Egypt was the pioneer. By the same token it 
was no accident that for the Egyptian people this breakthrough was easier. That 
nation was lucky that a leader of such stature appeared at the opportune time. 
But that same leader grew in a tolerant nation, peace-loving by nature, less 
hateful by temperament, a poor nation that became aware of its poverty and of 

the need to concentrate all of its resources to change its socioeconomic condi- 
tion, and aware of the heavy price it had to pay, more than any other Arab nation 
for its failed war experiences. This is a nation with obligations first of all 
to itself and its own future, but also to its Arabism, to its Sunni character 

and to a great prelslamic heritage which is a source of uniqueness and true 
pride. And when all these factors came together it became possible for Egypt 

to say to herself and her fellow Arabs "no more purpose for war," and to see in 
her destiny--according to President Mubarak's viewpoint--no more singular leader- 
ship of the Arab world for the purpose of adventures. 
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It also saw itself as first among equals, and was also the first in showing the 
Arabs the road to comprehensive peace through negotiations; peace according to her 
viewpoint which it is destined to fight for in a hard political battle, with 

peace as a strategic aim for the region instead of the continuation of the old 


sterile adventures. 


The peace between Egypt and Israel proved, without a doubt its stability and 
steadfastness and this is undoubtedly the essence of the phenomenon which 
characterizes it. But I must openly add another comment. It can be assumed 

that when peace is established between two countries out of ideological motives, 
the national ability to get on with that peace should be facilitated and be less 
problematical. However, when it is established out of pragmatic forces--as 
positive as those forces may be--and keeping in mind the background of many years 
of sharp and prolonged hostility, it then becomes very important to add to that 
political decision concerning the peace process, an ideological measure to 
educate the masses about the new challenge; that of peace. 


One speaks here of a process of many years, which must be consistent and con- 
tinuous; one which would emphasize moving from the old notions which have become 
outmoded and the instillment of new values. 


When I see what is happening from this point of view, I would say that what is 
begining to take shape among the thinkers and the leading class in Egypt, reflects 
a more impressive and convincing effort than those modest but important ones 


which have been made up until now. 


Hence one can see the great importance of educating the masses a task which is 
still far from being satisfactory; of the dialogue between the educated on both 
sides, which still has not received the appropriate stimulus; of the lack of 
movement of people and merchandise, not so much for the purpose of tourism and 
trade as for the purpose of human encounters which contributes to the breaking 
of old divisions; and of visits of Egyptian journalists who still do not set 
foot in Israel and hence are doing an injustice to and in effect harming them- 
selves. But by so doing they also harm the encessary effort to enrich the 
essence of peace which they honestly support as well as the Egyptian public which 
they want to serve, more than they supposedly harm Israel. In the end, what is 
involved here is the great importance of continuing tireless efforts on behalf 
of shaping events and positive values for the sake of peace which has a supreme 


value in itself. 


{ always thought that the signing of a peace between us and any Arab country is 
only the jump off point. A beginning, a beginning which we must treat in its 
historic perspective. A beginning that should not have a positive or negative 
balance and haste in making conclusions--not after 1 year and not after 5 years. 
It is permissible toward this beginning to have one single thing: the effort 

to bring about cultivation of the peace process; cultivation, with patience, 
consistency, courage, and firmness while keeping our honor and national interests 
intact. That should be accompanied with sharp vision and with deep belief in 

our justness and the justness of our course. 
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ISRAEL 


CURRENT STATUS OF TAMI POLITICS ANALYZED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 28 Jan 83 Weekend Supplement pp 20-21 


[Article by David Oren: "Tami The Earthquake Has Been Postponed For Three 
Months." ] 





[Text] The Supreme Court is suppose to rule on the appeal of the suspended 
minister and chairman of the Tami movement, Aaron Abu-Hatzeira soon. Any ruling-- 
and especially one which would accept the prosecution appeal regarding the light 
sentence that the district court has decreed--would cause a great earthquake in 
Tami, a year and a half since it was established. A verdict, they say in the 
movement, will present a crucial test of all that is connected with the contin- 
uation of the party which has three Knesset members. The frictions, the diffi- 
culties, and the power struggles that had been restrained until now, far from 

the public eye--were kept so as not to further worsen the public-political posi- 
tion of the party's chairman--and is likely to seriously erupt at the end of the 
legal procedures. "This will be the hour of truth--for the party and for Aaron," 
was how one of Tami's key activists expressed himself this week. "The members 
will not agree to continue to gloss over and repress matters, as they have done 
up until now. Everything will be spilled out." 


The continuation of the legal deliberations has been postponed, and the estimate 
is that the Supreme Court ruling will be handed down in April. The earthquake 
is postponed for at least 3 months. However, the delay granted by the Supreme 
Court does not deceive the leaders of the movement--Aaron Abu-Hatziera, Aaron 
Uzan and Ben-Zion Rubin. The long years they have spent in the public-political 
jungle in Israel have probably sharpened their senses for noticing subterranean 
currents in their party. Only someone with dull senses would fail to notice the 
unease, frustration and questions that quite a few members of the party have 
expressed. I am convinced that the calming, indifferent comments expressed to 
me by Aaron Uzan--"I did not hear about disintegration or departures, only one 
exceptional case is involved"--are more of a wish than a realistic assessment 


of the situation. 





Much more realistic is the departure of Adi Emsalem, the Deputy Mayor of Ashdod 
who was placed among the first five in Tami'’s list to the Knesset, and according 
to him forth more members from the Ashdod branch of Tami have departed. Before 
his departure--and his return to the NRP--he sent an indignant and painful letter 
to Aaron Uzan. Among other comments, he wrote, "We crossed the Rubicon with the 
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hope that together we will overcome all the failures that we experienced in our 

parties, but in our joint work we encountered exactly the same negative things, 

distortions and wastefulness which we detested in our previous strongholds: the 
suspicious atmosphere, slander, the loss of mutual respect and blind hatred. 

All these settled in our houses, and whoever dared to openly voice his opinions 

against the dangers mentioned above was ostracized." 


Further in his letter he wrote: "It seems to me, that your behavior lately, in 
view of the initiation of institutions and their cancellation, paralyzing the 
secretariat, and in view of the recruitment of members on the one hand and the 
removal of five dear members on the other hand, and the neutralization of anyone 
who can truly contribute his knowledge and experience, all of these leave me but 
with one alternative to appeal to you that we shall conduct a penetrating and 
to-the-point discussion before it will be too late." 


No less realistic is the apparent attitude of "sitting on the side of the fence," 
while threatening to depart, of Shlomo Buchabot, chairman of the Council of 
Maalot, who was placed among Tam's first 10 candidates in the last election. For 
a few months the chairman of the council ended all his activities in the movement, 
and has kept quiet concerning his continuation in it. He himself does not hide 
his unhappiness over what has happened in the party. "I did not dream about such 
a party,” he says. "I wanted a party that will do things; that will fight for the 
ideals and ideas in its platform--not for one person or another. Tami was es- 
tablished because of its message--and not for Abu-Hatzeira. The Abu-Hatzeira 
episode was just a set of circumstances which gave birth to the party.” 


And he adds: "I thought that I could contribute from the great experience that 
I have accumulated in Maalot. I wanted to be active in implementing the ideas, 
but for some reason were not carried out. I am also not at peace with the line 
of communal warfare that Tami is conducting. I did not go to Tami to make a 

war between Jews. This was not the purpose. The purpose was to highlight the 
social issue, to close the gap. But all of this has been pushed to the corner, 


unfortunately." 


"And the list of the disappointed-frustrated does not end with these. I hear 

a lot of restrained pain in the voice of Moshe Gabai, Aaron Abu-hatzeira's 
assistant in the Ministry of Religion (who was put on trial along with him, but 
preferred not to appeal to the Supreme Court) and who was propelled to serve as 
Tam's secretary-general after the election. Gabai, who now lives in Beersheba 
and distances himself from any political activity, does not have fond memories 
of the 3 months in which he tried to organize the party. "There was no one to 
talk to," he says bitterly. "I saw hot it was--and I left. Today I don't want 
to hear about Tami. It does not interest me." 


Tami interests many--and how!--its present secretary-general is Brigadier-General 
(Reserves) Benjamin Ben-Eliezer, known as Fu'ad. A year into the office, this 
energetic man--Governor of Judea and Samaria before taking off his uniform-- 
predicted that Tami has the potential for 30 seats. ("I said so in my first 
meeting with members of the party a year ago, and I still believe in it today"), 
but he was quick to add to this belief the word "but." And the "but" that Fu'ad 
presents relates to Tami's course. He is not happy with the present situation 

in the party. Lately there have been rumors that he is scouting the possiblity 
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of moving to the Likud and or the Alignment. He does not say so openly, but 
between the lines it can be understood, that he would have liked to have been 
more involved, more into the really decisive matters--and not just an ornament. 


"My struggle in Tami--and I want it to be well understood--is not over a position 
or a title, it is only a struggle over the ccurse," says Fu'ad, sitting behind 
the desk of the party's offices in Tel Aviv. "I believed in the messages that 
the party presented--and this is the reason that I joined it and not any other 
party. And believe me, I had many offers. I believe that Tami has a mission 

in the social arena in Israel. I believe that there is a great importance to 

its existence. But I want these messages not only to be in newspaper headlines 
but also to be implemented. My struggle is about this. If I will see that I 
will succeed in this struggle, and my course will not be accepted, I will have 

to draw the conclusions." 


Despite all of this, the atmosphere--outwardly at least--at the party's office 

at 18 Rivel Street in Tel Aviv, is peaceful and calm. Matters are being conducted 
here almost quietly. It seems that the famous calm of Abu-Hatzeira, who often 
frequents the place since he left the Ministry of Social Betterment in the hands 
of his colleague, Aaron Uzan, became contagious: Aaron Abu-Hatzeira still re- 
fuses to be interviewed--even on the subject of Tami. He refuses to talk until 
the legal procedures are concluded. He is only willing to have a background 
discussion. As always, he does not sound concerned. The youthful smile appears 
and disappears as usual. His special calm does something to you, even if you 


don't want it to. 


One does not have to hear it from Abu-Hatzeira to understand that the 45,000 
votes that the party received in the Knesset election was a considerable achieve- 
ment for it. However, those who know the political arena and the dynamics of 
events in the party know that even this achievement (one minister and two deputy 
ministers appointments) is not enough to "hold" a party, and especially a party 
whose members are "hungry" for positions. "What Tami received from the govern- 
ment,'’ they explain to me in the party" is not enough to satisfy the hundreds of 
people with special interests, who are convinced that they deserve something for 
their activities. Hence comes the frustration of a few people." 


That is the reason for the frequent frictions and confrontations between the 
various party activists, each time there is an opening for a public-governmental 
position. This is what happened on the eve of Danny Azriel's appointment to the 
position of director-general of National Insurance; this is what happened on the 
eve of Eli Artzi's appointment to be director-general of the Ministry of Absorp- 
tion; this is what happened on the eve of Asher Ohaion's appointment to be 
director-general of the Ministry of Social Betterment. The confrontations and 
leveling of charges reached a climax on the eve of Eli Artzi's election as a 
member of the Executive of the Zionist Congress on behalf of Tami. 


"The party is being conducted as the estate of two--Aaron Uzan and Aaron Abu- 
Hatzeira," says Adi Amsalem, who was a member of the party's executive in the 
recent past. "There is no democratic procedure for the election of the various 
candidates for positions, there is no discussion. It all gets done only on the 
basis of their opinion. A person from the movement who tries to oppose the two, 
is quickly pushed into a corner. A special committee convened for hours and 
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and drafted a platform and a code for the party. According to the code, it 

should have been implemented within 60 days. Up until today--and one speaks 
of much more than 60 days--things are decided not according to the code but 

according to the discretion of Uzan and Abu-Hatzeira." 


The belief that the party has become the private estate of Aaron Abu-Hatzeira 
and Aaron Uzan and those that are close to them, on the one hand--a feeling that 
I heard about in my meetings with the various Tami activists--and the great hun- 
ger for public positions, on the other hand, created feelings of frustration and 
injustice among the various activists at all levels. Armran Harosh, a member of 
the Jerusalem Municipality Council, the head of the Tami branch in the capital 
and one of the central activists, strongly denies today that he considered a 
departure from the party, he says: "whoever spreads this rumor is a liar who 

is trying to discredit the party.” However, up until he got the position of 
"advisor" for social services to Aaron Uzan, those who are close to the man who 
leads the largest and most dominant branch in Tami know too well that for a few 
months "he sat on the side of the fence” while one of his feet already stepped 
into the NRP headquarters. 


From Eli Dayan, the mayor of Ashkelon and a member of Tami's Central Committee, 
I heard reassuring words concerning all that is related to his future in the 
party. He thinks that the promise of Minister Uzan to vacate his seat in the 
Knesset (without waiting for the passage of the Norwegian law) in his favor is 
not just lip service but will be honored. "I am convinced that when the right 
situation will be created, he will do what he declared," says Eli Dayan. "I 
want to believe that in that respect we are different from all the other parties." 
Those who are involved in what gets done behind the scenes in Tami--and especi- 
ally those who know well the political arean in Israel--smile cynically when I 
present them with Eli Dayan's answer. They say that the young may from Ashkelon 
is a political novice and that "Uzan knows well the rules of the political game 
and that he will never let go of his power position to hand it to another. And 
that within a few months--after the trial--Eli Dayan will wise up and then he 
will start to sing a different tune." 


The one who already sings different tunes today is restaurateur Eli Ronen, whose 
name is linked to different affairs (among others, to the false declarations of 
two merchants against police commander Benjamin Ziegel) and who presents himself 
as the head of Tami's Tel Aviv branch. Ronen did a lot in the election campaign 
for the party (among other things, he initiated a march in the streets of Tel 
Aviv, where sign boards identifying with Tami were carried). Today he feels 
cheated, frustrated, and bitter. "People invested all their soul in work for 
the party, and did not even receive minimal treatment,” he says: "No wonder 
Tami is on the brink of disintegration. People leave the movement after they 
understood that they deal with people who don't keep their word." 


Ronen does not hide the fact that his disappointment stems mainly from the non- 
compliance with the promise--according to him--to place him in the foreign 
service. "I even leased out my restaurant for that," he says. "They promised 
me--but they did not keep their promise. They--Uzan and Abu-Hatzeira--divide 
the cake among their people. If these people were truly talented, or if they 
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had any professional background in the positions which they hold knows that 
this is not the case. All the considerations are personal. Uzan and Abu- 


Hatzeira divide the presents among their people." 


Ronen is not the only one who has decided to wash his hands of Tami, so has 
Me'ir Levi from Jerusalem, who was regarded as one of the party's central 
activists in the capital. So did Jack Adri from Bat Yam, one of the members 
with influence in the party. So did Yackov Abrazil from Ashkelon, also an 
important member of the party. So did Yehuda Amar, one of the dominant acti- 
vists of the party in the South. They also speak of Rabbis Sharbit and Pinto, 
who supported the party in the election campaign--and stopped. And there are 
even rumors that poet Erez Biton is on the way out. 


"I do not feel sorry for anyone who comes to Tami for the purpose of imposing 
personal views, or in order to further his personal career and then decides to 
leave" says Aaron Abu-Hatzeira, while his finger is pointed at Adi Amsalem, and 
also at the rest of his critics. "To try and gain personal advancement is 
something which is legitimate in politics, but only after one proves that behind 
this desire there is true and honest willingness to ‘implement’ the party's 
ideas and advance its interests. Usually people who behave like that are block- 
ed by the party and find themselves out. And again--I am not sorry about it." 





The critics of Aaron Abu-Hatzeira and Aaron Uzan claim that in the year and a 
half since Tami was established, that both of them torpedoed every attempt to 
add any serious candidétes to the party who might endanger their hegemony in 
the long run. They thought that they would appoint Fu'ad as secretary-general 
as a figurehead and that that would be enough for him--until he decided to make 
a voice for himself. They torpedoed the chances of bringing in: Brigadier 
General Yehuda Levy, former deputy chief of the manpower branch; Brigadier 
General Zvi Gur; Eliahu Nawei, mayor of Beersheba; Uriel Linn, presently the 
director general of the Ministry of Energy; Knesset member Yitzhak Peretz (be- 
fore he moved from the Likud to the Alignment) and the list is long and varied. 


Behind the scenes in Tami, they say, that under the same policy--one which Abu- 
Hatzeira completely denies--all efforts to attract public figures to the party 
such as the leaders of the oriental community in Israel are blocked. The most 
conspicuous example is Asher Hasim, who served four terms as an Alignment Knesset 
member, and who presently holds the position of the head of the organization of 
those who welcome individuals from North Africa into Israel. Hasim says that he 
was supposed to be on Tam's list to the Knesset, however, at the last minute 

(he claims their excuse was that he was out of the country) his name was dropped. 
He further said I do not want to hear about Tami. It does not interest me. I 
do not want to talk about Tami. If I open my mouth, I will have enough material 


to fill four books." 


In Tami they relate that during the last election campaign Me'ir Shitrit and 
Yitzhak Peretz spent many hours and days in the party's office in Tel Aviv, 
that is when they did not believe that they would be able to enter the Knesset 
via the Likud party (Shitrit was 41 on the list and Peretz was 47 on the list). 
There were also others--who do not want to reveal their names at this stage-- 
who knocked on the doors of the new party. Abu-Hatzeira was heard stating more 
than once to those who are close to him: "I did not establish a party to serve 
as a refuge for all kinds of political refugees. If I wanted to include on the 
list all kinds of so-called stars--and if I had enough time--I could have 
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easily done it. But I prefer young intellectuals, those to whom the matters of 
substance are more important than the holding of offices and public advancement." 


Under the same framework they mention the not-so-improved relations which have 
been created during the past year between the heads of the movement and 
millionaire Nissim Gaon, the head of the World Sephardi Federation. Gaon is 
busily occupied with his busines~ affairs, and does not have time for develop- 
ments in the Israeli political arena. But it seems that in the year and a half 
since the party was established, the man whom many see as the "one who moved 
Tami's wheels" has not been satisfied. Behind the scenes it is said that two 
months ago Aaron Abu-Hatzeira, Uzan and Benjamin Ben-Eliezer met in Geneva with 
Nissim Gaon. The meeting in his office proved very difficult and furthermore, 
all the efforts of the Tami members to enlist financial support from him were 
openly evaded. It is reasonable to assume that Gaon will not completely desert 
the party for which he served as a godfather. However, the issue of a massive 
flow of money, which he furnished in the past is a different matter. 


The relationship between Tami and another millionaire--Leon Taman--has improved 
lately, thanks to the cooperation in the Zionist Congress. Despite this, Taman-- 
who was one of the heaviest contributors to the party in the election campaign-- 
expressed dissatisfaction with what is happening in the party. 


If Aaron Abu-Hatzeira will lose the contact with these two, Tami will face a 
very difficult financial problem. As one of the party's activists put it, 
"these two are keeping him on the back-burner now. They loosen the rope a bit 
and very quickly retreat. When these two tighten the screws, the collapse will 


be very quick." 


But the main agitaiton in Tami is on the direction of the movement. The voters 
and party activists realized very quickly that it is not different at all from 
any existing party. The bombastic proclamations, and the festive declarations 
have remained on paper. In reality, the game continues as in the past. ‘People 
simply stopped believing," says Adi Emsalem. They scon realized that Uzan and 
Abu-Hatzeira are trying to hold on to their political position and no more. 
Minister Uzan declared before the withdrawal from Yamit, that if the evacuees 
will be given increased compensation--and no money will be transferred to pro- 
jects for families with many children--he will retire from his position. Uzan 
raised his voice and demanded that the financial resources be divided in the 
correct proportion between the social projects and the project of settling the 
West Bank. He even brought it up for discussion in the government. So what? 
In reality, nothing happened. It was lip service. Now, he declared, he could 
not accept changes in the law of families with many children. Whoever analyzed 
the law knows that many changes were made and that presently it is completely 
sterile. If this is the face of the movement--small wonder that people feel 


frustrated! 


There are in the movement members--not just a few--who are not happy with the 
communal label attached to it. All the attempts to remove this label have 
failed so far--maybe because of the lack of desire on the part of its leaders 

to do so as demonstrated so far. One of those who is unwilling to accept this 
label is Secretary-General Benjamin Ben-Eliezer. According to him, he joined 
Tami to bridge over the divisions in the nation and not to widen them even more. 
He would like to see all layers of society join Tami, all origins. "For the 
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social message for which Tami was established," he says. "There is nothing 
easier than to light a match and bring people into the streets. My overall 
outlook is against this. A way must be found to open the party to people for 
whom the social issue is important. Only such a trend could strengthen Tami." 


And members have personal problems of a different nature. Vicki Sharon, Tami's 
spokeswoman in the election campaign (in 3 months she will retire from her posi- 
tion as spokeswoman of the Ministry of Absorption) and one of the most conspic- 
uous of the young party members "is not happy with the defense and foreign poli- 
cies of the government of which Tami is a member--especially after the war in 
Lebanon." Vicki, who does not hide her leftist leanings, is far from accepting 
the ideas and proposals that Arik Sharon raises in the government--which gain 
approval from Minister Uzan. "My overall outlook in all that is related to poli- 
tics and the political process has changed since I joined Tami--and I am obliged 
to live with it," she says. "What alternmatives does the Alignment offer to the 


Palestinian problem?" 


And she adds: "I understood that things don't get done so fast--even if to all 
appearances you are at the center of things. Those things have their own dynan- 
ics, and a lot of patience is required. Look, when we began working at the 
Ministry of Social Betterment, I was convinced that all social problems will be 
quickly solved. I found out that this is not so. It is much more complicated, 
much more involved. You can do certain things, you can advance things--but 
slowly. And believe me that the maximum is being done. I am sure that Fu'ad 
feels frustrated. He comes from the army--there he could pick up the telephone 
and move a division. Everything can be done easily. In politics it is differ- 
ent. You accumulate more and more power--and then you have influence--what do 
they want from us? We have been in existence only for a year and a half. Par- 
ties that have existed for many years and have great influence in the government 
did not succeed in moving things. Very soon we will hold a census. The party's 
convention is planned for May--we are only at the beginning of the road, have 


patience." 


Not everybody has patience. Especially when voices have started to be heard in 
the last few months about organizing anew and about projected elections in the 
course of this eyar. The main pressure which is being exerted on Tami's members 
comes from the direction of the NRP. The new alliance between Yitzhak Rafael 
and David Glass amounted to a bridge to "return home" to the National Religious 
Party for a few activists. Both sides know that during the last elections the 
NRP lost at least two Knesset seats to Tami. Hence the intensive courting of 


the Tami activists by the NRP activists. 


"Their system," says Aaron Abu-Hatzeira, "is to tell an activist that with me 
they already came to an agreement--and I would have liked that at first he--the 
activist, will make the transition. They tempt them with all kinds of promises-- 
and there are those who respond. But most of the members come to check the 
matter with me--and they find out of course that this is not so. Maybe it is 
still early to tell, but soon the NRP can expect a surprise. There already 

are a few activists there who are waiting for the appropriate moment to transfer 


to our party. 
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Abu-Hatzeira says that he left the NRP never to return there. They say about 
Uzan that despite all the rumors he has no intention of ever returning to the 
Alignment. But on the question of Tami in its present form as to whether it 
will run again for the Knesset election--it is hard to answer. At this stage-- 
according to the prevailing estimate in the party's offices--the answer is yes. 
But in politics it is difficult and forbidden to make plans, even if they are 
for another year. Especially not when two veteran foxes like Uzan and Abu- 
Hatzeira are involved. 


"If the circumstances on the political map will change--everything is possible," 
says Aaron Abu-Hatzeira and he is probably referring to the initiative of his 
friend Ezer Weizman, then it is reasonable to assume that not only Abu-Hatzeira 
will be on that list but also two of his colleagues in Tami--Eli Dayan and Ben- 
jamin Ben-Eliezer. And where will Aaron Uzan go to? And in such a case will 
Ben-Zion Rubin (number three on the Tami list) be satisfied in capturing the 
mayor's office in Netanya, as he has already declared? 


"IT have no doubt that Tami is close to the end of the road,"’ declared Adi Emsalen, 
"Abu-Hatzeira, Uzan and maybe also Ben-Zion Rubin will catch a new ride to con- 
tinue their careers. The rest of the activists will scatter among the other 
parties. It is a pity that such a movement--with a very important message-- 
wasted itself." 
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ISRAEL 


INFLUENCE OF FORMER GAZA MAYOR DISCUSSED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 20 Jan 83 p 9 
[Article by Zvi Barel: "The List of the Agreed Upon Six"] 


[Text] "It does not actually make a difference if there will be or there will 
not be a Palestinian representative from the West Bank in the delegation to the 
peace talks. What will be the importance of such a delegation? We can sit a- 
round a square or a round table to talk as much as we want, but in the end it 
will be Menachem Begin and Ariel Sharon who will decide, and they do not want 


peace.” 


, 


So stated Rashad al-Shawwa, the deposed mayor of Gaza, from his chair on the 
second floor of the charitable organization building, which constitutes a basis 
for his political activities. The question of the inclusion of personalities 
from the occupied territories in a joint Jordanian-PLO delegation to the peace 
talks was raised this week, after the Saudi Arabian radio reported a list of 
names of personalities who were supposedly agreed up on by both Jordan and the 
PLO as acceptable representatives in such a delegation. 


The name of al-Shawwa is also mentioned in that list. He too expresses a will- 
ingness to be a partner in any negotiation which will bring an end to the 
situation where "we the Palestinians are without any civil rights and where we 
are actually transparent characters which Israel does not even notice exist." 
To the journalists who come in contact with him, he says in English and Arabic 
that Israel's willingness to enable the Palestinian respresentatives to par- 
ticipate in the peace talks will test the seriousness of its peace intentions. 
Personally he is on the verge of despair. 'The question is no longer who will 
represent who and around which tables we will sit. Our problem is the captured 
territories is whatever is left of Arab land. When Israel captures more and 
more land, when new settlements are often established, when they plot against 
learning institutions, there is no doubt in my heart regarding the possibility 
of the continuation of our existence as a nation on its land." The verge of 
despair--he says--but not yet despair. It is still possible to hold a dialogue, 


and it is essential to hold it. 
Although he was dismissed as mayor because he did not agree to recognize the 


civilian administration--Israel is trying to mislead the world through semantics 
and is trying to rephrase the expression "military occupation'--most of his 
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political power is not only in Gaza but also on the West Bank. He supports the 
PLO as the spokesman of the Palestinian people, but this support is not without 
reservations. He thinks that he is capable of representing his people just as 
well, and according to him, Israel's unwillingness to enable the Palestinians 
from the West Bank to organize under a representaitve political framework con- 
tributed greatly to the political development of the organization. Basam Shaka’, 
the mayor of Nablus, who belongs to the pro-Syrian faction, is not considered to 
be one of his close friends; the one who shares his opinions is Elias Fryj, the 
mayor of Bethlehem, who also appears on the list of the "agreed upon" personal- 
ities for the peace talks. Fryj, like Shawwa, also fears that the opportunity 
for political talks between the Palestinians and Israelis will slip from under 
their fingers, and that if the present political circumstances are not utilized 
there would not be anything left to talk about. In his book, "Triangle On 

The Jordan," the author, Pinchas Einberi, uses a quote of Fryj which shows his 
fears: "I would have liked to see the PLO join the peace initiative with Arab 
governments. By avoiding it the Arabs damaged their own interests. Israel is 
a small power. We have to recognize its existnece. the more we insist on re- 
jection, the more the Israelis continue to establish settlements throughout the 
West Bank. If this will continue for another 5 or 10 years, the West Bank will 
cease to be Arab and will become a Jewish region." Last week the time span was 
shortened from 10 years to 7 weeks. . 


For both of these people, as for Jordan, there are time pressures. However it 
is clear to them that without the full cooperation and support of the United 
States, there will not be any power which will be able to bring Israel of its 
own will to the negotiating table, which will also seat Palestinians. Along 
with it, they are well aware that the United States can not just push a button 
and force upon Israel one settlement or another--and certainly not a withdrawal 
from the occupied territories. The stumbling block is the refusal of the U.S. 
to recognize the PLO and recognize it as an official representative body as long 
as it does not recognize the state of Israel. Added to that is Israel's posi- 
tion which rejects any possibility of talking with the organization. 


In order to lessen the pressure for the U.S. and in order to sanction in her 
eyes, and maybe even in the eyes of Israel, any kind of Palestinian representa- 
tion toward which each side will not have to tackle the problem of recognition, 
names of personalities from the occupied territories with the following quali- 
fications have been tossed in the ring: the individuals should have interests 
in Jordan; they do not have to be against the PLO and could even support it but 
they should not be members in the formal organization; they should not be from 
amongst radical circles, but at the same time certainly not be supported by 
Israel; and lastly their hands should be clear of having not spilled blood and 
their mouths should not drip Zionist pearls, and they should be recognized by 


"Formal American Circles." 


After the choice of those with the suitable qualifications was concluded, the 
list of the six who were appropriate for the representation role was drawn up. 
As far as they are concerned, both Israel and especially not the U.S. should 
claim that one speaks here of abominations which one must keep a distance from. 
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As stated, the list of personalities is not final and the PLO has already denied 
that such a list was finalized. But the fact of emphasizing the names of Frayj, 
Shawwa, Hikmat al-Mazeri from Nablus, and Fahd Qawasma who was expelled from 
Hebron but did not take an active role in the PLO, point to the same trend of 
creating an adorned lady in a shrinking garment. 


Concurrently, there is an impression that the need to attract the U.S. into 
additional peace efforts strengthened an additional aspect, which in the 
estimation of the Jordanians and Palestinians has profound influence on the 
Americans. Egypt, which up until now, with the exception of declarations, did 
nothing to execute the Palestinian chapter in the Camp David agreement, is 
bestowed now with criticisms and visits. Lately Hikmat al-Mazeri, who was a 
personal friend of President al-Sadat, visited Cairo and was received with 

great honor by President Mubarak. In the coming week Elias Frayj is also supposed 
to embark on a visit. Representatives of the PLO come and go and all this--with 
the aim of bringing the government to contribute its part in paving the way for 
negotiations which in the first stage will bring the U.S. to put pressure on 
Israel and in the second stage to maybe even “gain'some territories back. 
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ISRAEL 


PROCEEDINGS OF SHEFAR'AM ARAB PROTEST CONFERENCE DESCRIBED 
Nicosia FALASTIN AL-THAWRAH in Arabic No 449, 12 Mar 83 pp 18-20 


[Article by FALASTIN AL-THAWRAH's correspondent in Haifa: "The ‘Defense 
of the Land’ Conference in Shefar'am"] 


[Text] The Palestinians of the Galilee area have had 
1.5 million dunams of land confiscated from them, and 
300,000 more dunams are threatened with confiscation. 


2,000 Arabs participated in the conference, and there 
was also large-scale participation by democratic- 
minded Jews. 


The conference welcomes the resolutions passed by the 
Palestinian National Council. 


Development should be equal, otherwise it will be 
development which is racist and will result in the 
Judaization of the land and the uprooting of the 
Arabs from it. 


"[We are] against war and in favor of peace." 


Palestinian Arab "unity of ranks" in the Galilee, the Triangle, and the 
Negev perhaps constitutes the nucleus of a real front for peace in Israel. 
The demands proposed at the Shefar'am conference were demands that were so 
obviously just that the Jewish democratic-minded forces and even the 
moderate Zionist forces were forced to acknowledge the fact that they were 


just demands. 


During the latter part of last month (26 February) the city of Shefar'am, 
which is located inthe Galilee area, witnessed one of the largest national 
conferences held by the Arab masses in the occupied area of Palestine since 
1948. It was also a conference which was very broadly represented, since 

it inculded even the participation of large delegations of people 
representing Jewish democratic-minded forces. The Conference for the 
Defense of Arab Lands attracted more than 2,000 Arab participants--members 
of the Knesset, heads and members of the councils of local Arab authorities, 
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and leaders of popular and union organizations in Nazareth, Shefar'an, 
Haifa, ‘Akko, Yafo, Jaffa, and 42 Arab villages from Upper Galilee, the 
Mount Carmel area, and as far as the plains of Marj ibn ‘Amir [‘Emeq 
Yizre'el], the Triangle, and the Negev. 


The conference, on behalf of all of the Palestinian Arab masses in "Israel", 
expressed its total opposition to the savage Zionist usurpation of Arab land 
in al-Shaghur, Shefar'am, Nazareth, Wadi ‘Ara, and ‘Arab al-Sawa'id, and 

it expressed the readiness on the part of the Palestinian Arab masses to 
defend these lands with all the power at their disposal. 


The conference asserted that this dangerous onslaught, which is considered 
to be the most dangerous usurpation of Arab iands on the part of the 
Zionists which has taken place since Land Day in 1967, not only has the 
objective of usurping Arab lands, but also has the objective of uprooting 
the Palestinian masses from their native land--and this is the only country 
which the Palestinians have. 


Thus, for the Palestinians, defending their land means defending their 
future as a nation in their own country. For this reason, the conference 
passed a number of important resolutions designed to deal with this Zionist 
plot. The resolutions call upon Israel to withdraw from Lebanon and from 
all the other occupied areas, and they call upon Israel to recognize the 
right of the Palestinian people to self-determination and to establish 
their own independent state. The conference also welcomed the historic 
resolutions passed by the Palestine National Council. 


An Important and Expanded Meeting 


The holding of the conference began in the municipal meeting hall of 
Shefar'am at 11 am on Saturday, 26 February 1983. Since early morning, 
popular delegations had been arriving in this city in the Galilee area 
which has been directly subjected to a vicious Zionist usurpation of its 
lands, since 29,000 dunams of the city's lands have been confiscated. 


When the conference opened, the delegations had already occupied all of the 
seats in the large meeting hall and hundreds more who were attending the 
conference stood outside the meeting hall. Those attending the conference 
were, in addition to the members of the Regional Committee for the Defense 
of Arab Lands, members of the Knesset such as Me'ir Vilner, Tawfigq Tuba, 
and Tawfiq Ziyad from the Democratic Front [for Peace and Equality], Hamad 
Khalayilah from the Labor Party, Muhammad Watad from the MAPAM Party, 28 
elected heads of Arab local councils, deputy heads and members of local 
councils from about 40 Arab villages, and a large number of representatives 
from Arab popular and social organizations. Another striking feature of 
the conference was the fact that it was attended by a broad representation 
of people belonging to Jewish democratic=-minded forces. People in this 
category who participated in the conference included a delegation from the 
Israeli Communist Party and its allies in the Democratic Front for Peace 
and Equality, and delegations from the Peace Now Movement, the Committee 
Against the War in Lebanon, and the Labor-MAPAM Alignment. 
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Mrs Shulamit Aloni, a member of the Knesset who belongs to the RATZ 

[Citizens’ Rights Party], sent her greetings to the conference. Further- 
more, large-scale media coverage was given to the conference by correspondents 
from the Israeli press and informational media. 


Apparently the government authorities realized the scope and importance 
of the conference. At the very moment when the conference opened, the 
minister of the interior himself announced the government's decision to 
annex some "non-Arab" lands to the areas administered by a number of Arab 
villages. However, this spurious patching up operation and attempt to 
create confusion in the conference was duly responded to by the speakers 
at the conference. 


Reverend Shahadah Says: "The Purpose of the Plundering Is to Get the 
Arabs to Leave" 


The conference opened and was chaired by Reverend Shahadah, chairman of 
the Regional Committee for the Defense of Arab Lands. He declared that 
the Arab masses will not accept the plot to plunder their land which, in 
practice, is designed to force the Arabs to leave. He said that they 
will continue to hold on to their native land with all their might. He 
then called upon the Arabs to unify their ranks and fight against these 


Zionist plans. 


Mr Ibrahim Minr Husayn, chairman of the Regional Committee of the Heads of 
Local Arab Governing Bodies and mayor of the city of Shefar'am, gave a 
speech in which he called upon the Arabs to wage a conscious struggle 
together with the democratic-minded Jewish masses in order that equality 
be achieved. He demanded that public opinion put pressure on the Israeli 
government so that it would stop the massacres being committed against the 


Palestinian people in Lebanon. 


The head of the Deir Hanna Local Council gave a detailed report concerning 
the usurpation by Zionist authorities of Arab lands in al-Battuf and 
al-Shaghur and showed the dangers of this onslaught against Arab villages. 
The next speech was made by the secretary of city planning in the MAPAM 
Party, and he declared that he supported the process of developing the 
Galilee area for the benefit of all of its inhabitants--both Jews and 


Arabs. 


The next speech was given by Mr Ahmad Khudr, member of the committee which’ 
is monitoring the case of the usurpation by military authorities of the 
lands of Wadi ‘Ara. He reviewed the history of the onslaught against Arab 
lands in the Triangle and al-Marj [‘Emeq Yizre'’el] since 1948. 


Vilner Says: "Let Us Unify Our Struggle” 


(Bamr) Berger, a delegate from the Committee Against the War in Lebanon, 
expressed her courageous position of solidarity when she said: "I came 
here not only to express solidarity with your struggle. I also came here 
to tell you that we are your partners in this struggle against our same 
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despotic enemy who is waging the war in Lebanon, is occupying lands in the 
West Bank, is plundering your lands here, and is trampling on your freedom." 
Hamad Khalayilah, a member of the Knesset and member of the Labor Party, 
then asked: “If they are claiming that their purpose in annexing these 
lands really is to achieve development, then why do they not annex to our 
villages the lands which we need?" 


Me‘ir Vilner, member of the Knesset and secretary general of the Israeli 
Communist Party, extended his warmest greetings to the conference and 

praised its scope and its importance. He also said: "These are abnormal 
times for us. The war is continuing in Lebanon, and the world is preoccupied 
with it. They are exploiting this fact to utilize this opportunity to plunder 
what Arab land is left and to make you give up hope so that you will end 

up being forced to leave your native land. They no longer hide what their 
plans are. In fact, they are openly talking about them. It is not true 

what some people are saying about the fact that there are two extremist 
groups which are threatening each other." 


He added: "The fact is that there is one side which is threatening the 
other and is striving to liquidate the other people. It is the rulers 

of "Israel" such as Rafa'el Eytan and others who are doing this. For this 
reason we should all work to unify our struggle in order to deal with this 
plot of liquidation and its ensuing actions of fascism and repeated 
infringements on freedom and infringements on the rights of Arab citizens." 


The next speaker was Mrs Dalal Sarsur, who greeted the conference on behalf 
of Arab women. After that, the floor was taken by an attorney, Mr Muhammad 
Mi‘ari, who presented, in Hebrew, a summary of the usurpetions [to date] 


of Arab lands. 


The next person to speak was a young man named Muhammad al-‘Abra, who 
extended his greetings to the conference on behalf of the Arabs of the 
Negev, and he was followed by Muhammad Barakah, head of the Regional 
Federation of Arab University Students, who extended greetings to the 
conference on behalf of his student colleagues. The [remaining] greetings 
to the conference were read out by Mr Jamal Tarbiyah. 


The last speaker at the press conference was Saliba Khamis, secretary of 
the Regional Committee for the Defense of Arab Lands. He read the 
resolutions of the conference, stating that the Committee for the Defense 
of Arab Lands would meet during the next few days in order to discuss 
monitoring the application of the resolutions of the conference, prepara- 
tions for celebrating Land Day this year, and other means of waging the 
struggle against the plot to plunder Arab lands and force the Arabs to 


leave. 
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Resolutions of the Conference: "We Have No Native Land Other Than 
Palestine" 


The resolutions of the conference were as follows: 


"The Representative Conference of the Arab Masses fo the Defense of Arab 
Lands, which has been called by the Regional Committee for the Defense of 
Arab Lands, in which representatives of the Jewish democratic-minded 
forces are participating, and which is being held in Shefar'am on 27 
February [1983], passes the following resolutions: 


1. The step taken by the Israeli minister of the interior, which was made 
public on 7 October 1982 and which stipulates the annexation of 237 blocks 
of land, owned by 20 Arab villages in the Galilee area and totalling an 
area of more than 150,000 dunams, to the Regional Misgav Council, 
represents a new and serious danger to the future of the inhabitants of 
these villages in particular and to the Arab masses in Israel in general. 


2. Israeli authorities, by means of this step, are continuing the 
confiscation of Arab lands which they have been engaging in ever since 

the establishment of the State of Israel. By means of this policy, they 
have stripped the Arab masses and their cities and villages of approximately 
1.25 million dunams of land--utilizing various pretexts. The actual 
underlying objective of this policy is to Judaize the Galilee area, the 
Triangle, and the Negev, to put the noose around *he necks of these [Arab] 
masses, and to put up an obstacle to the development and growth of Arab 
towns and villages so that the masses of people living in them will despair 
of their future and emigrate from their native land--and this is the only 


country that they have." 


The conference rejects the claims made by the minister of the interior 

and other Israeli leaders to the effect that this annexation does not 
constitute confiscation of land, but rather is merely an administrative 
step called for by "the necessity to develop the settlements which have 
been established in recent years within the framework of a single municipal 
authority.” The conference also declares that there is no justification 
for stripping the Arab villages of the lands which are located adjacent 

to them and which belong to them and their inhabitants, especially since 
these villages are in desperate need of these lands in order to solve their 
financial and population crises and in order to increase their income and 
promote their agricultural development and construction. 


The danger of this step becomes clear in light of the zoning and construction 
laws which grant the local and regional councils authority to dispose of 

20 percent of the lands located within the area of their jurisdiction and 
authority, and these lawa also grant the authority to collect taxes from 

the owners of these lands. The villages affected thus end up losing an 
important source of income which they desperately need in order to implement 
their vital projects. Furthermore, the owners of these lands also thereby 











lose their freedom to dispose of their lands. This is true because it becomes 
the right of the Regional Misgav Council and its local committees to 
establish regulations relating to agriculture and other realms which cause 
hardships to Arab farmers and the owners of the lands which are outside the 
jurisdiction of their local councils. Furthermore, all the local governing 
bodies which, because of development requirements in the future, will need 
to expand the areas over which they have authority, will not be able to 
this. For this reason, the conference demands the establishment of local 
zoning committees in every town which has a population of more than 10,000 
persons and for every group of small neighboring villages. The conference 
also demands the drawing up of structural maps of the Arab villages. 


3. The conference is of the opinion that the Arab masses, who are upset 
about this new step, are further alarmed by the phenomena accompanying 
this step such as the confiscations of Arab lands and the fact that this 
step puts into practice the statements made by a number of Israeli leaders 
and ministers who have openly been calling for the Judaization of the 
Galilee area, the Triangle, and the Negev. They are particularly alarmed 
by the appeal for the Judaization of the Galilee area which was made by 

Mr Koening, the governor of the Northern ARea--an appeal which includes a 
notorious document bearing his name and which is still in effect. As we 
know, this document has reaffirmed the fact that the basic objective is to 
get the Arab inhabitants to leave this area, in order to avoid the so-called 


“demographic danger." 


The conference is, at the same time, of the opinion that the action of 
putting extensive areas in the Triangle off limits--areas which total 
35,000 dunams of land--on the pretext of holding military exercises there, 
is simply another of the attempts to pave the way for more confiscation 

of ARab lands in this region. It was also on this pretext that the 

Israeli military authorities confiscated thousands of dunams of land in 

the Negev and uprooted their Arab inhabitants from the soil of their native 


land. 


4. In light of this, the conference demands the abrogation of this measure 
undertaken by the minister of the interior which involves the annexation 

of the lands of 20 Arab villages--with inhabitants totalling about 85,000 
persons and a total area of not more than 60,000 dunams under their 
jurisdiction and authority--to the Regional (Msghaf) Council, which has no 
more than 2,000 persons subject to its local authority. These villages 

are the following: '‘Eilabun, Deir Hanna, ‘Arraba, Sakhnin, Kawkaba, Kafr 
Manda, Sha'ab, Rama, Nahf, Majd el Kurum, Deir el Asad, Yirka, Jadidat 
al-Matn, ‘Arab al-Sawa'id, ‘Ibillin, Kabul, Julis, Makr, and Fassuta. 


The conference also demands the abrogation of another step, undertaken by 
the same minister, which involves the usurpation of 40 blocks of land, 
totalling an area of 24,000 dunams, from the lands of Shefar'am and the 
annexation of these lands to the Regional Marj ibn ‘Amir ('Emeq Yizre'el) 
Council. Throughout the country people were startled by this measure. 
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The conference also rejects the recommendation by the Investigation Committee 
appointed by the minister of the interior and chaired by Mr Koening, 
governor of the Northern Area, which stipulates the confiscation of 170 
dunams of land from the city of Nazareth--areas which include the Municipal 
Slaughterhouse and the industrial area--and the annexation of these areas 

to Nazerat ‘Illit (the settlement of Upper Nazareth). 


The conference demands that the minister of the interior not approve this 
recommendation and that he prohibit having this area being taken away from 
the jurisdiction and authority of the Municipality of Nazareth. The 
conference is particularly insistent on this point because the area under 
the authority of the city of Nazareth is one-fifth as large as the area 
under the authority of Nazerat 'Illit, whereas the population of the 

Arab city of Nazareth is two and a half times as large as the population of 
the settlement of Upper Nazareth [Nazerat 'Illit]. 


5. The conference declares that the fundamental and principal demand of 
the Arab masses is that there be a reexamination of the distribution of the 
areas under the authority of the local Jewish and Arab governing bodies 
and that they be redistributed in a just fashion in order that the local 
Arab authorities be able to administer and develop the lands owned by 

Arab citizens for the benefit of the inhabitants of these lands. 


Furthermore, we reject the provocative claim that we are against all Jewish 
regional and local authority. 


6. The conference demands that the minister of the interior appoint 
representatives of the Arab local governing bodies ta be members of the 
Regional Planning Committee, which currently has no Arab representatives. 
The conference also demands that increased aid and ecuipment be provided 
to the Arab local and municipal councils which are suffering from financial 
crises, and the conference demands that such aid and equipment be equal to 
that received by the Jewish local and municipal authcrities. This must be 
done in order to meet their vital needs and develop their social services. 
The conference declares its solidarity with the demarid made by the inhabitants 
of the Triangle that the decision to once again put the areas in Zones 105 
and 109 off limits for maneuvers--areas totalling 35,000 dunams--be 
abrogated, especially since these areas have been enlarged to the point 
where they include fruit-tree orchard areas in Wadi ‘Ara and include the 
principal connecting highway for these villages. 


7. The conference demands that the Arab municipal ard local councils be 
provided with public lands in view of the fact that the Arabs in Israel 
are citizens who have rights, and one of their rights it to utilize public 
lands for their plans for economic growth and development." 


Aggressive Measures 


",. The conference calls upon the local councils affected by these actions 


to take unified aggressive measures in order to achieve their just demands 
which have been presented by the conference. 
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2. The conference calls upon popular bodies, the Committee of the Heads of 
the Arab Local Governing Bodies, the Committee for the Defense of Arab 
Lands, and other organizations to give their support to this just struggle. 


3. The conference calls upon the various parliamentary blocs in the Knesset 
to work toward achieving justice for Arab citizens in general and for the 
Arab local authorities in particular, by enabling them to perform their 
duties for their citizens and working toward eliminating the policy of 
discrimination against the Arabs. 


In this regard, the conference condemns the unjust campaign of provocation 
against the Arabs which has the objective of distorting the nature of 
their just struggle to achieve equality and democracy and to establish 
and anchor the principles of Arab-Jewish coexistence. 


The conference appeals to democratic-minded Jewish forces, which realize 
the danger of this policy which is based on relentless persecution, to 


engage in supporting this struggle. 
Some Notes Made About the Conference 


The Regional Conference for the Defense of Arab Lands is being held in 

Israel while critical circumstances prevail in the area. They are 
circumstances which are making the lot of the Arab masses in Israel more 
difficult and which are increasing the dangers which threaten the future 

of these Arab masses. The direct result of the war [in Lebanon], in the 
view of the rulers of this country, has been the expansion of settlements 

in the occupied areas and the Judaization of Arab areas in Israel, especially 
the Galilee area. Furthermore, the bloodshed caused by the war of genocide 
against the Palestinian Arab people in Lebanon is still going on. 


The news which has reached some of the local Arab governing bodies, such 
as those in Shefar'am and Majd el Kurum, about the danger of massacres 
being perpetrated against the Palestinians in refugee camps in the Sidon 
area and in Sidon itself is news which has greatly alarmed the Arab masses 
in this country. The continual bloodshed being perpetrated against the 
Palestinians, right under the noses of the Israeli occupation troops in 
Lebanon, constitutes new proof that the rulers of Israel are ignoring the 
report of the official Investigation Committee, chaired by Judge Kahan, 
which looked into the matter of the massacres at Sabra and Shatila. 


For this reason, the conference reaffirms that the only way to avoid the 
perpetration of more massacres against the Palestinians in Lebanon is to 
have the Israeli troops immediately withdraw from Lebanon. The conference 
also asserts that recognition of the rights of the Palestinian Arab people, 
including their right to self-determination and the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian national state, as well as the achievement of a 

just peace in the area and a solution to the Palestine problem--things 

which constitute the essence of the Arab-Israeli conflict--represent a 
solution which will guarantee the rights of both the Palestinian and 

Israeli peoples and constitute the way to prevent further possible bloodshed. 
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The cause of peace is something which is indivisible. Also, a policy of 
racism is something which cannot be fragmented. The people who are striving 
to erect settlements in the heart of the Arab city of Hebron are the same 
people who are striving toward wholesale usurpation of the [Arab] lands 

of the Galilee area in order to then put them under the jurisdiction of 

the local Jewish authorities. 


For all of the above-mentioned reasons, and on the basis of the principle 
of justice and peace between peoples, we demand that a halt be put to this 
colonialist policy of establishing settlements in the occupied areas. And 
in order to stop the massacres being committeed against the Palestinian 
people, we demand immediate withdrawal from Lebanon and we demand 
recognition of the national and legitimate rights of the Palestinian 

Arab people. We also demand that the independence and sovereignty of all 
of the nations of the region, including Israel and the eternal Palestinian 
nation, be respected. The conference takes this opportunity to welcome 
the positive spirit which characterizes the resolutions passed by the 
Palestinian National Council during its 16th session held in Algeria. The 
conference sees in these resolutions renewed confirmation of the readiness 
of the PLO to opt for a just and peaceful solution on the basis of the 
principles mentioned above. 


The conference also sends its greetings to the Jewish democratic-minded 
forces in Israel which are striving to achieve this just peace. The 
conference adds its voice to all the responsible democratic-minded voices 
which reject the forces of fascism which are calling for the liquidation 
of the Arabs by force and whose hatred for the supporters of peace has 
brought them to the point of engaging in a criminal attack on the peace- 
loving forces in order to put a halt to their march toward peace. 


We call upon the Arab masses to reject the conditions set by these forces 
of fascism, we call upon them to work together with the forces opposed to 
war, and we call upon them to wage the struggle for peace, democracy, 

and equality. 
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ISRAEL 


ELCO DEVELOPING ROBOT WITH OPTICAL SCANNER, OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
Tel Aviv 'AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 9 Mar 83 (supplement) p 5 
[Article by Yosef Gilat: "Development of Electronic and High Technology Products"] 


[Text] Machines and devices which produce products through independent control, 

almost without any intervention by man, are today penetrating industry to an in- 

creasing extent, and are causing many chances in the process. of production. There 
are those who call this a "second industrial revolution". 


The increasing use of electronic tools for computing, regulating, and measurement 
today enable a solution to many technical and scientific problems, and in light of the 
above we turn to the Elco Co and its subsidiaries, Elcotek and Elcorobotics, who have 
gained a reputation as contributers to the development of sophisticated high tech 
products. We asked people from the company to sive us information about what is 

being done in these fields. 


We were directed to a multi-faceted building in the neighborhood of the Elco Co 
building. Here is housed the unit for technology under the direction of the unit 
manager, the electronic engineer Mir Gideon Gelman, who politely responded to our 
appeal and gave us the requested information: 


"In the unit for technology there have been united under one roof a number of groups 
for the development of electronic end high tech products. In the unit there are two 
autonomous bodies: 


"Eleorobotics 


"Elco-Technologies 82". 


"The unit for technology is now engased in developing a robot for arc welding, equipped 
with an ‘optical tracking system’ or a robot with an ‘optical seam' which represents 
the most advenced generation in the field of present rototic technology. This is a 
rovot which with the aid of a sensor can correct nistekes in welding. If the word 
‘sensor' is derived from 'sensorum', i.e. that part of the brain which serves as 

a center for the senses -=- then ge are talking about a special sensing organ." 


Moreover: “The arc welding branch has great potential for the robot industry, consi- 
dering the difficult work conditions which prevail.in work places having ultra-violet 
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rays, smoke, heat, physical exertion, etc. 


"Under such conditions, it is not surprising that the productivity of a worker is 
very low, and reaches only 30 percent. A robot can work three shifts with an effi- 
ciency of 90 percent. One operator can handle several ropots at one time." 


tr Gelman adds: Within the Pramework of the above mentioned project, a number of grou, 
have been formed of different disciplines, such as: electro-optics, computer sciences 
picture analysis, mechanics, control, and electronics. 


The project has been underwey for about a year and a half, and we are hoping that 
by the end of this year we will have completed the prototype which will constitute 
the advanced generation in the branch of robotics. . 


Today, there is not yet a on the market a system for uses which assures tracking 
along with welding. Simultaneously, we are developing an ability for seeing, 
along with other uses in robotics. 


Vorking within the framework of Elco-Technologiss 32 there are three groups: 
Elcontrol -- a group working with computer control systems. As early as 1976, planninc 
and implementation was begun on a national energy control system for the Israel] 
Electric Co, whose purpose was to supervise from afar by means of computer command 
centers, including sophisticated "distant control systems". This group is also 
engaged in the design and installation of sophisticated control systems for mixing 
machines, for the water systems of Mekorot, as well as the aviation industry. It has 
thus gained for itself a key position in the country in the field of computerized 
control systems. 


Elcotech == The unit for technologies, together with this group, has broken into 
the area of traditional products of the Elco Co, and has taken an additional step 
in the development of the company. 


This group is involved in various developments connected to microcomputers. Among 
its products are: traffic light controls, marketed in Isreel, Germany, and Switz- 
erland, as well as electronic security fences, which are sold in Israel, Italy, 
and South Africa. 


The projects described above are contributing greatly to the raising of the techno- 
logical level in other sectors, and are encouraging research and development in 
other fields, such as electro-optics and lasers for civilian anc military uses. 


From the short visit at tha unit for technologies, and the brief discussion with 
Gideon Gelman, we learned that work is being conducted here in high technology in 
the Pield of electronic and sophisticated products, of which many are the fruit of 
independent development. 


It is hoped that despite the economic slump plaguing many market countries, exports 
will not be adversely effected, and the company will add to its marketing, and even 
gain additional markets in the world. 
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ISRAEL 


FIRST ISRAELI ROBOT INSTALLED, OPERATING 
Tel Aviv AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 9 Mar 83 (supplement) p 4 
(article: "Sharnoa Electronics is Proud to Present First Israeli Industrial Rooot"| 


Crext] No less than ten Israeli companies are presently engaged in the development 
of robots in the country, with a total investment of 40 million dollars, with most 
of the robots being developed intended for export. This was stalied last week by 

the Chief Scientist of the Ministry of Industry and Commerce, Prof Ariel Lavi, at 
the public presentation of Gil 1, the first Hebrew robot in 2000 years, which was 
developed and produced by Sharnoa Electronics of Petah Tikvah. 


On this occasion, the Chief Scientist of the Ministry of Industry and Commerce 
related that there are only two robots operating in Israel today, both of which 
were produced abroad and are used for instructional and experimental purposes. But 
according to him, within four or five years, Isreel will need 1,000 robots, and 

in another five years an additional 1,000 robots to implement routine and boring 
work, such as putting parts in machines, work hermful to health such as welding, 
etc. According to Prof Lavi, even intermediate companies in Israel will be ready 
to purchase robots, and there is no fear, in light of special circumstances prevail- 
ing in Israel, that there will be unemployment as a result of robotization. He 
also said that conditions are excellent in Israel for the production of robots, 
and that markets are unlimited. He predicted a world market for this branch by 

the 1990's and the year 2000 of four billion dollars. 


The first Israeli development of a robot is the fruit of the labor of the engineer 

Gil Khagiz (hence the name of the robot). The new robot has a shoulder, a palm, and 
claws for holding parts. It can move in a circle on its bese, and it has a total of 
six axes of movement with a precision of 0.1 mm for grasping an object and moving 

it to another place. Linked to the robot is a computer in which is placed the jro- 
gram which instructs the robot as to movements it should make. In addition, it is 
possible to instruct it to do all necessary movements by remote control. To date, 

the development of the robot hes cost three million dollars, with half of this 

amount financed by the Ministry of Industry and Commerce. The price of the rotot 

on the market, together with the computer and its program, will be 50 thousand dollars. 


The presentatian of the first Hebrew robot showed what the new creature is capable 
of doing. In the presence of the quests, the Gil 1 robot placed cast metal tells 
into a mill for milling. 
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What are the realistic goals for the application of robots, and how can they be 
integrated in a plant for splintering metal. We sought answers to these quastions 
and others from Or Ganton Shelsf, the chief engineer of the Intershaf Co itd for 
Engineering Equipment, who specializes in the field of robots, and is conducting 
a professional tour of Japan for that purpose. 


A cobot is a device for manipulating isolated parts under the control of a computer, 
according to Dr Shelef. As manipulating devices, the ability of various commercial 
models varies from the manipulation of objects from 1 to 50 kgs within a racius 

of 2 meters. AS @ computerized control system, it is possitle to program the robot 
by instruction or fixed program. The effect: speed of movement of a meter per second 
and precision at work within a tenth of s millimeter. 


The price of a robot system ranges from 10 thousand to 100 thousand dollars. At 
least 10 Israeli models will be commercially offered within a year. In the future, 
the ability to see and feel is anticipated for robots. 


The mathematical and technological solutions have already been known for 10 years. 
Nevertheless, the limitations in use of robots in comparison to man have remained 
speed and precision. The following applications have been introduced into industry: 
spray painting (precision of 20 mm), spot welding (precision of 5 mm), placement 

of parts for milling (precision of 0.5 mm), arc welding (precision of 0.5 mm). 


In the Japanese metal industry, manipulation by means of a robot can be economically 
justified in the more expanded framework of a "flexible manufacturing system" (FMS), 
which enables: production of a small series, and a daily change in the production 
line; reduction of parts inventory in the process Sy means of frequent renitition 

of small series (recurring capital savings); use of investments by means of constant 
work on the average of two shifts per day (with the flexibility of being able to work 
one or three shifts); partial automation of production machines and manipuletion 
(computerized warehouse and means of manipulating rew materials and waste), so 

as to reduce manpower by as much as 65 percent. 


As for expectations of the applications of robots, Dr Shelef says they are: exploit- 
ation of the intellect of workers who aspire to do sophisticated as opposed to muscle 
work; the robot will make possible the sophistication of the work place, so that 

even an academic could work in production with satisfaction. 


The process of determining the operative goals is as follows: location of work josi- 
tions in which isolated components are manipulated; economic justificetion of the 
work in serias on the order of sane day, recuiring line changes; summary of che scope 
of tne whole job, and the requirement of constent work for at least two shifts. 


in summation, he says: the mathematical and technological solutions for the robot 
exist; we are trying to stabilize the price and supply time for the system; the 
economic justification is in the reduction of recurring capital for storage of small 
series of peoducts; return of capital by the robot dictates work in shifts. 
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After understanding the substance, advantages, and disadvantages of robots, Or Shelef 
say that one must test the environment in which the robot will work. In order to 
realize the economic advantages to be realized from a robot, one must ascertain that 
the environment both physically (the work system) and economically (the flexitle 
manufacturing system -- FMS) exist within the enterprise. 


Then we focus on integrating the robot within the FMS. For purposes of discuss‘on 

we will select manipulation as the point of view from which we will test the FMS 

and the robot operating within it. In a plant for fragmenting metal one must move 
pieces of metal from the raw material storage through the production hall to finished 
product storage (or to the assembly hall). The means of storage in the above mentioned 
werehouses, and the storage in the production hall between the machines are the 

center of our interest. Moreover, the means of manipulation between each point of 
storage are that which determine the economics of the FMS. 


The central idea is that the most appropriate means for fragmenting the metal and 
manipulating it are determined by two central variables: the variety of prcducts 
being worked in the plant, and the number of parts in a unit (size of the series). 


The reduction of inventory of finished parts and inventory of parts in process saves 
recurring capital and interest. This saving is the decisive economic adventace; the 
savings in aborts, manpower and snergy is secondary. 


As a general assumption, we are seeking a series size which equals the quantity of 
one day's production. The means of working and manipuletion we categorize into the 
following principal groups: comprehensive machines (for a »broed variety in a small 
series); transferring machines (for a small variety in a large series); special 
machines (for a small variety in an intermediate series); digital transfer machines 
(Por an intermediate variety in a large series); flexible manufacturing systems 
(for an intermediate variety in an intermediate series). 


The significance of flexibility: when the six following measures are fulfilled 
simultaneously, there will be great significance to the FMS. This significance is 
expressed in the economics of production and the ability to respond to various and 
varying neecs of the customer: 1) Producing 10 to 76 various products having various 
characteristics. 2) It is possible to work many similar products which vary only 

in their size. 3)The system can bear chenges in the size of the series. 4) The 
regular work process enables disruptions to accelerate urgent orders out of turn. 

S) The means of production and manipulation can be diverted to an unusual purpose. 
6) The program can be freely chosen. 


Since the flexibility stems from the application of various automation techniques, 
it is possible to describe a production system in which the flexibility is at increas- 


ingly advanced levels. 


with respect to automation techniques, the techniques which have Seen developed must 
answer the problems which are created in the FMS following the reduction in the size 
of the series and the increase in the variety of products. The following techniques 
are basic: 1) Storage of raw materials and storage of computerized products. 2)A 
system of manipulation between automated storehouses and the production hall. 

3) Production machines commanded by digital control computers. 











In summary: automation of manipulation in the plant makes possible the economic 
advantages of production in intermediate series of a broad variety of products. 


After the application of techniques of basic automatic manipulation, one should 
consider what are the additional techniques appropriate to the plant under con- 
sideration. We were told of 15 techniques in currency, of which the robot is only 


one. 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


ILLEGAL STUDENT NEWSPAPER--The Fraud Division of the Tel Aviv Police Dis- 
trict is investigating a complaint against Tzahi Hanegbi, son of MK Geula 
Cohen, who had served as chairman of the board of directors of the ISTA 
Company, and against Yisrael Katz, chairman of the Students’ League in 
Israel, in connection with the publication of a student newspaper titled 
PASAK ZMAN (Time Has Run Out/. This is the name of the student newspaper 
of the Students’ League of the University of Haifa, and neither of the two 
individuals was authorized to use that same title. The complaint ws 
initiated by Ravital Mandelowitz, editor of the newspaper. A spokeswoman 
for the Tel Aviv Police last night confirmed the filing of the complaint 
but refused to address herself to the police investigation of the matter. 
The incident started with a report which had been published about a month 
ago in the newspaper of the Students’ League of the University of Haifa, 
PASAK ZMAN. In that report Tzahi Hanegbi and Yisrael Katz were described 
as having attempted allegedly to seek control over the board of directors 
of the ISTA Company. In reaction to the report, both individuals sought to 
publish a report of their own. They promised to contribute financially 
towards publication of the edition in which their report presenting their 
views would appear. The editor, Ravital Mandelowitz, at first agreed to 
accept their help, but subsequently changed her mind after their intention 
became clear to her. Despite this, Tzahi Hanegbi and Yisrael Katz pub- 
lished an issue on high quality chromo newsprint, which bore the masthead 
PASAK ZMAN and the logo of the Students’ League of the University of Haifa. 
The issue published was being distributed at the Haifa campus, until it 

was discovered by representatives of the Students’ League, who confiscated 
the copies. A number of copies were delivered to the police for evidence. 
Tzahi Hanegbi yesterday said that he is in possession of an authorization 
signed by the chairman of the Students’ League of the University of Haifa, 
Nissim Dahan, which authorizes him to receive support from the League for the 
cost of publishing the paper. Nissim Dahan confirmed Hanegbi's assertions in 
a decisive way through articles which showed that he was an active partner 
through the entire process, including receipt of copies of the newspaper. 
According to Hanegbi, the presentation of the complaint to the police was part 
of the attempt to prevent him and Yisrael Katz from revealing the truth 
connected with what is taking place in ISTA. [Text/ (/Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in 


Hebrew 13 Feb 83 p Z/ 8090 
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HOMESH SETTLEMENT IN CRISIS—A Homesh Settlement, in Samaria, has been 
stricken by a severe crisis. Fourteen families have abandoned the settlement 
during the past year. This is the third settlement in Samaria reported to 
have been faced with a crisis. Two others are Mavo Dothan and Ma‘alei 
Shomron. All of these settlements are secular ones. In November 1980 the 
first nine families came to Homesh for settlement. They relieved NAHAL 

unit named Ma'alei Nahal. The crisis erupted a year ago. "Things started 

to deteriorate," some families said. "Severe complaints were directed at 
the secretary Benno Sharon. Scales were not in balance. The atmosphere 
became gloomy. People were exhausted by the long trips to work. Children 
were driven ninety kilometers daily back and forth to school in Ariel. The 
wives felt imprisoned, and the men were withdrawing to themselves. Ina 
communal settlement such as Homesh, that means intolerable life." Avraham, 
Hershzohn, Chief of the Settlement Division of the National Workers' Federa- 
tion (the settlement movement), said in response: "The probation period 
ends after a year and three families will have to leave. This is an unplea- 
sant time. There are, in fact, empty houses, but there is no doubt that they 
will be occupied. This is a rather remote place, but we shall settle it. 
Every settlement has social problems." The secretary of Homesh said that he 
is satisfied with Hershzohn's response. (/Text/ /Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 
28 Feb 83 p 9J 8090 


MILLIONS IN PHOSPHATE LOSSES—The Negev Phosphates Company's losses during the 
first six months of the current fiscal year amounted to about 117 million 
Shekel. The company is undertaking a series of steps to halt the mounting 
losses. It decided to spread over a larger period some of the investment 
capital which had been planned to be made this year. The main cause of the 
losses is the drop in the fertilizer market which translates into a drop in 
prices for the company's products. In order to meet this situation, the 
number or workers was reduced by 119 persons, a halt was called to the produc- 
tion of the various kinds of processed phosphate, as well as to the operation 
of the enrichment machinery in the crater enterprises. Among the additional 
steps for the curbing of losses was the decision to accelerate the completion 
of the installation for partial oxygenation in Rotham Plain and when that 
becomes operative, to shut down the installation which produces white phosphor- 
ic acid. Also reduced was the production of fluorescent phosphate to between 
18,000 and 20,000 tons. In aiming to reduce the damage to overall sales, as 
much as possible, the Negev Phosphates Company undertook steps to increase the 
activity of the marketing agencies of the company overseas, as far as promo- 
tion and extending technical services to clients for the purpose of making it 
easy to use Israeli phosphate in installations. In addition, a transaction 

was negotiated with the fertilizer enterprise in Amdsterdam, the import of 
which is to supply phosphate rock in quantities of some half a million tons 
annually. Total revenues from export during the months of January to Septem- 
ber reached about $39.5 million, as compared with $47 million in the compara- 
ble period the previous year. [Jext/ [Jel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew, 27 Feb 83 


p 87 8090 
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GAS-WATER MIXTURE--Gas mixed with water appeared in extraction attempts 

at the Nahal Oz-l drilling west of Nahal Oz Kibbuts. The Hanna Company 

had renewed its attempts for extraction at this drilling cite, which had 

been interrupted about a year ago. The extraction attempts are focusing 

on a chalky layer at a depth of some 1,200 meters where signs of gas had been 
discovered at the time of the drilling. The attempts will continue all 
through the week. [Jext/ /Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 6 Mar 83 p 8/7 8090 
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BANGLADESH 





MINISTRY REVIEWS ECONOMIC TRENDS, AID REQUEST 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 31 Mar 83 pp l, 8 


[Text] Bangladesh will seek 1520 million US dollar, equivalent to about Tk. 
3800 crore disbursement of foreign aid for the next financial year (1983-84) 
from the donor countries at the Bangladesh consortium meeting to be held in 


Paris from April 14. 


The External Resources Division (ERD) of the Ministry of Finance and Planning 
has finalised the aid memorandum to be placed before the meeting. The council 
of ministers will meet today (Thursday) to approve the estimate and projection 


of the ERD. 


The memorandum contains the review of the current economic trend, balance of 
payment situation, projection and estimate of the current and next year's 
growth rate, export and import, target and mobilisation of the domestic re- 


sources for annual development programme. 


According to the aid memorandum, Bangladesh will seek 2250 million US dollar, 
equivalent to Tk 5625 crore, commitment for the next financial year. Out of 
this total amount, commodity aid is 680 million dollar, food aid is 270 million 


and 1300 million dollar is for project aid. 


The annual growth rate for gross domestic product (GDP) has been projected at 
6.7 per cent for the next year while 3.8 per cent has been estimated for the 
current year. The government has, however, made a planned trade gap for the 
current and next year. The gap is projected on the basis of progressive in- 


crease for the next financial year. 


Import is envisaged at 2700 million dollar while export is projected at 750 mil- 
lion dollar implying a yawning trade gap of 1950 million US dollar for the next 
year. The import target projected for the current year is 2300 crore while 

the export earnings are estimated to hit 650 million dollar reflecting a wide 


gap of 1650 million dollar. 


The size of next year’s annual development programme has been projected at 
about Tk 3500 crore, it is learnt. 


Prior to the consortium meeting, the World Bank which coordinates the donors 
meeting, in its report termed Bangladesh's projection as unrealistic in view 
of the world economic recession and domestic trend of the economy and advised 











slashing down GDP growth rate, savings and investment rate, mobilisation of 
domestic resources for the development programme. 





Another meeting of the local consultative group of the donors held in March 24 
reviewed the economic trend of the economy and discussed the different aspects 
of the aid requirement and prospect of the economy. 


Mr David Hopper, Vice President of the World Bank has already arrived at Dhaka 
for making a review of the progress achieved in the different development proj- 
ects financed by the World Bank and the Bangladesh consortium. 


External Resources Division will apprise the visiting Vice President about the 
progress of aid utilisation over the last year. Mr Hopper is likely to make 

a report before the consortium meeting about Bangladesh's position of aid 
utilisation and also on potentials of absorbing foreign aid, according to a 
concerned government official. 


The Minister for Finance and Planning, Mr A.M.A. Muhith will lead the Bangladesh 
delegation. He has already left for Buenos Aires for joining at the Group of 

77 meeting from which he will fly to join the Paris meet. The other members 

of the delegation will leave Dhaka at different times. The delegation would 
include Dr. A.H.M. Shahadatullah, member of the Planning Commission, Mr 
Sayeduzzaman, Secretary, Finance Division, Mr Mafizur Rahman, Secretary, ERD, 

Mr Al Hossainy, Secretary, Industries, Mr A.T.M. Shamsul Huq, Additional Secre- 
tary-in-Charge of Rural Development Division, Dr. Farasuddin, section chief, 
Planning Commission and Mr A.T.M. Shamsul Alam, Joint Secretary, ERD. 


The other two members will join from the Bangladesh embassy at Paris. Dr. 
Shahadatullah will leave Dhaka shortly. He will reach Washington from where he 
would participate in consortium meet. The meeting will conclude on April 15. 
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BANGLADESH 


FINANCE MINISTER NOTES INCREASES, LOW GROWTH RATE 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Mar 83 p 1 


[Text] Chittagong Mar 16--Finance and Planning Minister Mr A. M. A. Muhit to- 
day expressed optimism on the gradual development of country's economy and 
said as the measures taken in this direction have already started bringing 
fruitful results reports BSS. 


He said that the investment climate of the country was getting momentum slowly 
with the unblocking of the recent break in the national economy. 


The Minister was inaugurating the two-day meeting of the Consultative Committee 
of National Board of Revenue at the Chittagong Chamber house here today. The 
President of the Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
representatives of different chambers of industries from all over the country 
and members of NBR are attending the meeting being held for the first time in 


the port city. 
The Finance Minister presided over today's meeting held in two sessions. 


The Consultative Committee of the NBR is discussing a number of measures for 
inclusion in the next national budget for accelerating the development of nation- 
al economy and safeguarding the interests of the business community the discus- 
sion is being held on a working paper prepared earlier. 


Emphasising the need for exploring all possible avenues for increasing both in- 
ternal and external resources, the Minister pointed out that law and order dis- 
cipline and stability were to be maintained to keep the continuity of favour- 


able trend of national economy. 


He said that increase in the government revenue, other internal resources and 
the external resources were essential to achieve national prosperity. In this 
context he said that the inflow of external resources was comparatively high as 
the remittances rose to 600 million dollar in the current year from last year's 


370 million dollar. 


He said that there was also an increase in the export earning. During the cur- 
rent year export earning was 650 million dollars as against last year's 620 mil- 
lion dollars, he added, saying the increase in export this year would account 
for three per cent while there was four per cent cut in t!°: import during the 


same period. 











The Finance Minister said that the national growth rate was slow and not up to 
expectation because of some lapses in the industrial policy there were proce- 
dural barriers and lack of sound policies and confidence and certain other cir- 


cumstantial reasons. 


The economy suffered a setback which could not be recovered till December last 
year he said adding the investment is now slowly gaining momentum. 


The Minister said that the next national budget would be prepared soon and hoped 
that it would be a pragmatic one. The government would follow a policy that 
would not deprive itself of the sources of revenues. 


We will near kill the duck that lays golden egg, he said, the revenue policy 
will remain the same as it is today and only some minor adjustments would be 


made he further added. 


The Finance Minister sought the cooperation of the members of the business com- 
munity to reinvigorate the national economy with a view to achieving the de- 


sired prosperity. 
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BANGLADESH 


FOOD MINISTER INAUGURATES WHEAT PROCUREMENT DRIVE 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Mar 83 pp l, 8 


[Text] Navaron (Jessore) Mar 16--Food Minister Air Vice Marshal (reted) A. G. 
Mahmud today said 16 lakh tons of foodgrains have been imported during the cur- 
rent financial year to offset shortage, reports BSS. 


He said the food gap created in the country is met by imports from abroad, so 
the question of food deficit never arises. 


The Food Minister was speaking at a function inaugurating the countrywide wheat 
procurement drive here at the local storage depot. 


The minister said although food production has greatly increased, so also the 
population thereby neutralising the impact of farm output. He said if we want 
to derive benefit of development, we must simultaneously work to increase food 


production and halt population growth. 


Dwelling on food security system the Food Minister said the core of the system 
is to make food available to all at reasonable price. But the prime precondi- 
tion of food security, the Minister underlined, is to increase food production 
and make arrangements for smooth distribution. 


Elaborating Government's programme to boost food production, the Minister said 
the agricultural inputs are being supplied at minimum price. He said any fur- 
ther lowering of price will mean involvement of subsidy, which the Minister 


maintained will hamper development. 


About the procurement price, the Food Minister said price is computed on the 
basis of cost of production plus marginal profit. Procurement price is the 
floor price, the Minister said, and added if it is increased, the price in the 
open market will go up, creating hardship to the commoners. 


The philosophy of the procurement policy, the Minister explained, is to ensure 
that the price does not go below the announced one and the producers are not 
compelled to sell at a lesser price. He said the government has no objection 
if the farmers could sell their produce above the procurement price. He as- 
sured the removal of all difficulties in the way of disposal of farm produce. 
He warned the officials against the harassment of the farmers in the procure- 


ment drive. 
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Speaking about the food storage facilities in the country the Food Minister 
said storage capacity has been substantially increased so that the procured 
foodgrains are not spoiled. He asked the officials to properly store and pre- 


serve the foodgrains. 


Dwelling on the food distribution system, the Minister said a number of methods 
are in use in the country to reach food to the people. He said under the Food 
for Works Programme, four lakh tons of wheat will be distributed among the 
masses. Under vulnerable group feeding programme, food is distributed among 
those who are not physically fit to work. 


The Minister called upon the people to keep a vigilant eye on the implementation 
of these programmes and also cooperate with the authorities for their success- 


ful implementation. 


The food distribution and marketing is the single biggest economic activity in 
the country and with it the lot of a sizeable population is linked, the Food 
Minister said. He said the government would not interfere where the trade is 
going fairly and smoothly. But he warned those unscrupulous traders that Gov- 
ernment would not hesitate to bring them to book if found playing with people's 


miseries. 


It is expected that 12 lakh tons wheat will be produced during the current year. 
Eight hundred and twenty-five centres have been opened for procurement of wheat 
and if necessary mobile centres would also be opened, the Minister added. 


About 5,000 maunds of wheat has been procured on the opening day. 


Chairman of local Sharasha Union Council, and Director General of Food A. B. M. 
Siddique also spoke on the occasion. The function was presided over by the 


Deputy Commissioner Jessore. 


The procurement price of wheat has been fixed at taka 135 per maund including 
transport bonus of taka five per maund. 
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BANGLADESH 


PROBLEMS WITH ANNUAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM NOTED 


No Progress in Many Projects 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 21 Mar 83 ppl, 8 


[Text] There was no progress at all in the implementation of 195 projects of 
the Annual Development Programme (ADP) belonging to different sectors during 
the first six months of the current fiscal year. 


These unattended projects include Meghna-Gumti bridge, Buriganga bridge, Export 
Processing Zone, Zia Fertiliser Factory, Chittagong Urea Factory, Gas and oil 
exploration, Jamalgonj coal mine project, Joypurhat limestone project and the 
Thermopower projects of Khuina, Chittagong and Ghorsal. 


Inadequate allocation of fund has been attributed as a factor responsible for 
hampering implementation of 41 projects, of which two belong to the Water De- 
velopment Board, six to the Power Development Board, three to the Roads and 
Highways Department, two to the IWTA, two to the Postal Department, one to the 
BADC, three to the Petrobangla, two to the BMEDC, three to the Sports and Cul- 
ture Division and one to the Bangladesh Chemical Industries Corporation. 


Besides, one project of the Cottage Industries Corporation, two projects of the 
Bangladesh Textile Mills Corporation, two projects of the Sugar and Food Indus- 
tries Corporation, one project of the Forest Department, one project of the 
Cotton Development Board, one project of the Agriculture Ministry, one works 
programme project, two health projects, one project of the Technical Directorate 
and four DPI projects, were enlisted as problem projects. 


Five projects suffered due to deduction of the debt servicing liabilities from 
the fund allocated for their implementation while execution of two Power Develop- 
ment Board projects could not be possible because of the import ban. 


Fifteen projects could not take off the ground on account of shortage of project 
aid, two projects for delay in approval by the aid donors, 26 projects for delay 
in acquiring land, nine projects for shortage of skilled technicians, five proj- 
ects for the weakness in the project management and six projects for delay in 


taking decisions. 


The factors responsible for the remaining 84 problem projects are learnt to be 
difficulties in operation and management, absence of supplementary fund, repair- 
ing and maintenance, increase in the customs duty and sales tax, shortage of 
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machinery, delay in project approval, delay in appointment of project officials, 
time-consuming procedure in issuing clearance for appointments, delayed release 
of fund, slow progress in the construction works by the Public Works Department 
and delay in making designs and estimates and rise in the prices of construc- 


tion materials. 


The progress in the implementation of the Annual Development Programme during 
the first two quarters of the current fiscal year will be reviewed in the meet- 
ing of the National Economic Council (NEC) to be held tomorrow. 


The Implementation Monitoring and Evaluation Department has made a number of 
recommendations for consideration of the NEC to achieve the ADP targets com- 
pletely in the remaining months of the fiscal year through improvement of the 
tempo and standard of the project implementation. 


It has been recommended that the NEC and ECNEC will hold frequent review meet- 
ings to take decisions on the solutions to different implementation problems. 


In another recommendation the Planning Commission and the Finance Ministry have 
been advised to ensure that the entire allocation for the fourth quarter of the 
fiscal year in the revised ADP is released in the first half of April. 


Another recommendation is that the entire allocation should be released without 
deducting debt servicing liability in the cases of those projects against which 
there is no allocation for debt servicing liability. 


According to a recommendation, different divisions and organisations will in- 
spect their projects to remove the problems and take appropriate measures in 
the light of the inspection reports of the Monitoring Department. 


The last recommendation has stressed the need for presenting the ADP for 1983- 
84 in the next meeting by coming May so that the preparation of the actual pro- 
gramme for the next fiscal can be possjble and the allocated fund released 


with the beginning of the year. 


According to a report of the Planning Division, out of total 1176 projects, 790 
were approved, 180 were recommended by the Project Evaluation Committee and 386 
remained unapproved till March 15. 


The number of core and the non-core projects was 536 and 640 respectively, 
of which 467 and 323 respectively in the cases of approved projects, 21 and 159 


projects respectively in the cases of PEC recommended projects and 69 and 319 
projects respectively in the cases of unapproved projects. 


During the last July-December period a sum of Tk. 1019 crore was released which 
constitutes 38 percent of the trtal allocations amounting to Tk. 2700 crore. 


Problems in Planning 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 13 Mar 83 pp l, 8 


[Text] With only 3 months and 18 days left in hand the government planners are 
floundering to prepare the 1983-84 budget due to acute resource constraint. 


51 











The government has, meanwhile, urged all ministeries, divisions and other proj- 
ect implementing agencies to furnish their respective list of approved, un- 
approved and revised schemes recommended by the Project Evaluation Committee to 
enable the planners to finalise the Annual Development Programme for fiscal 1983- 


84, 


The Planning Commission has recently directed the concerned quarters to strict- 
ly follow the guidelines for formulating the ADP by April. 


It has also been suggested that all ADP allocations including project aid, cash, 
foreign exchange and reimbursible project aid have to be determined on the basis 
of some definite exchange rate of taka in terms of dollar. The Planning Ministry 
has projected the exchange rate of taka with dollar at Tk. 24. 


It was viewed in a recent high-level meeting that the ADP size had to be reduced 
in the last two years of the Second Five-Year Plan. According to the view, the 
available domestic and foreign exchange resources do not permit fixation of the 
ADP size at over Tk. 1800 crore for both 1983-84 and 1984-85. 


The guidelines for the formulation of the 1983-84 Annual Developmert Programme 
includes a suggestion to allocate fund for customs duty and sales tax (CDST) on 
the basis of the latest tariff rates of the government and imports valued at 


the prevailing exchange rate. 


It has been proposed that the on-going projects nearing completion and the proj- 
ects with foreign aid commitments may be given priority and it should be reflected 
in the financial allocation. Unless based on enough merits, no project should 

be designed as core. The core projects, it is recommended, should have dis- 
cernible linkage with the priority sectors of the economy. These priority sec- 
tors are agriculture, rural development, energy development, population control 
and the sectors which have considerable potentiality for productive employment 


generation. 


The Planning Ministry has also asked for submitting projects and allocations 
based on plausible level of disbursement during the fiscal year 1983-84. 


According to the guidelines, sector-wise block allocation has also been proposed 


for certain technical assistance programmes in order to shorten the routine for 
inclusion of new technical assistance schemes for utilising external or local 


technical assistance programmes. 
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BANGLADESH 


FINANCE MINISTER TELLS PLANS FOR PARIS CONSORTIUM 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Mar 83 p 1 


[Text] Finance Minister A. M. A. Muhith on Wednesday said Bangladesh will ask 
for a two point two billion dollar aid commitment for the fiscal 1983-84 from 
the members of Aid Consortium meeting in Paris on April 14 and 15. 


He told ENA in an interview the aid commitment will be sought in view of an 
estimated four per cent growth in the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in the cur- 


rent financial year (1982-83). 


The growth rate, he said, is anticipated on the basis of indications that the 
investment target of taka 2700 crore as envisaged in the current Annual Develop- 


ment Programme (ADP) will be fully realised. 


The Finance Minister who is to lead Bangladesh delegation to the Paris meeting 
of the Consortium, said he will press for enhancing the commitment for commod- 
ity aid in the next financial year. The commitment of commodity aid for the 
current year is expected to be 300 million dollars. 


The Finance Minister hinted that a series of new measures were likely to go into 
effect from the next financial year to reactivate both private and public sec- 
tors through reorganisation of banking and improvement of financial administra- 


tion. 


The Finance Minister said the balance of payment gap has largely been reduced 
in the current financial year because of fall in import and a phenomenal rise 
in the home remittance by Bangladeshi nationals working abroad, which is esti- 


mated at 600 million dollars. 


He estimated the total import flow to be of around 2,300 million dollars as 
against the original target of 2,500 million dollars. The export earning esti- 
mated at 650 million dollars will also be higher than the previous year, he 


added. 


Asked to evaluate the performances of the national economy in the last one 
year, that is since take-over by the present Government he said he is "both 


satisfied and frustrated". 
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Explaining he said he is satisfied because the much needed policy-changes have 
been given effect to by the present Government and frustrated because "despite 
good policies the results had not been as good as we expected”. 





The changes in the overall policy of the present Government, he said, are effect- 
ing of a better financial discipline. 
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BANGLADESH 


PARTIES HAVE RESPONSIBILITIES AS POLITICAL ACTIVITIES RESUME 


Dhaka ITTEFAQ in Bengali 1 Apr 83 p 2 
{[Editorial: "On the Resumption of Political Activity"] 


[Text] Once again the doors of the offices of the political parties have 
been unlocked. Once again political activity will begin, but this time it 
will be domestic politics. The hopes expressed by the chief martial law 
administrator about prospects for restoring democracy in the country serve 
to initiate a resumption of domestic political activity. 


Normally, whenever political activity resumes after some interruption, in 
, the political parties some signs of agitation become apparent. Differences 
of opinion over tactics and policy matters develop. These: differences 
gradually reach the point where they become difficult to control. A small 
fissure can become disastrous. This phenomenon stands out if we analyze 
the political history of our country for the past 35 years. However, such 
division among the political parties has both positive and negative sides. 
Another name for this kind of division or internal ideological difference 
is called polarization. Currently, at the outset of domestic political ac- 
tivity, we feel the presence of such polarization. The positive aspect of 
this political upheaval is that the political process is not completely 
dead. On the contrary, some kind of evolution is currently taking place in 


the political parties. 


Now the question is, what do we want? Without doubt, the answer is democ- 
racy, which protects peoples’ rights and guarantees individual freedom and 
the central theme of which is the peaceful transition of power by means of 
free elections. All the people and some political parties firmly believe 

in this kind of democracy. But in our country there are some political 
parties who don the fake mantle of democracy only to destroy it by evil 
means. They hide knives in their sleeves while they scream for the estab- 
lishment of democracy. At this moment of resumption of democracy, we should 
identify and mark these false lovers of democracy. Unless they can be 
politically unmasked, true democracy can never be established in the coun- 


try. 


Though most unfortunate, it is a fact that people and political parties con- 
tinue to inhabit two different worlds. As a result, people do not react 
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properly on national issues; they remain unenthusiastic. Political parties 
are also gradually shrinking to the point of becoming unrepresentative. We 
must determine whose responsibility is greater in the establishment of 
democracy in the country. It is a fact that due to the absence of awareness 
of individual rights among the masses, the development of true politicai 
Organizations has become impossible. It is equally true that the self- 
centeredness of the political parties stands in the way of making the masses 
conscious of their own rights. By taking advantage of this absence of aware- 
ness, antidemocratic forces are becoming active simply to satisfy their own 
interests. As a result, over the past 35 years we have been going round 

and round the same circle. We do hope the political parties will learn from 
past experience and will strive to stimulate the masses in the spirit of 


true democracy. 


12195 
CSO: 4607/7 


56 

















BANGLADESH 


PAPER REPORTS PARTY REACTIVATION PLANS 





Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 31 Mar 83 ppl, 8 


[Text] Politics on a limited scale begins from tomorrow under orders from the 
Martial Law authorities. 


Political parties are already poised to launch themselves in the fields as 
soon as the ban on it is lifted at midnipht tonight. 


Country's major political parties had earlier started initial work for reacti- 
vating themselves as soon the Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt General 
Ershad had announced that indoor politics would be allowed in order to allow 
the political parties to participate in the proposed national dialogue. 


As soon as the activities start the parties will get down to a serious exer- 
cise of evolving their own strategies for the participation or otherwise in 
the dialogue for which no date, venue or agenda has been announced by the auth- 


orities as yet. 


Although it was expected that within a week or two of allowing indoor politics, 
the dialogue may start, yesterday's signed article of General Ershad published 
in the national dailies NEW NATION and ITTEFAQ calling for certain agreements 
among all the citizens before the political dialogue, has once again added a 


new dimension to the whole issue. 


General Ershad in his article said there should be agreement on treating affairs 
and conduct of diplomacy, defence and finance as national issues and that these 


should be above party politics. 


The political parties which are expected to contribute to the dialogue are al- 
ready faced with internal problems. Any decision they take will lead to some 
kind of protest from inside. 


The Bangladesh Nationalist Party is already split into three groups each accus- 
ing the other for anti-party activities. Former President Justice Sattar is 
leading one faction while his information minister in the last BNP cabinet 
Shamsul Huda Choudhury is leading the other. Ferdous Qureshi, assistant 
secretary general, is leading yet another faction. 
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Awami League is divided into three factions. The major faction is being led 

by party chairman Hasina Wajed and former presidential candidate Dr Kamal 
Hossain. Party Secretary General Abdur Razzaque is leading the second faction. 
Mrs Zohra Tajuddin, widow of first Prime Minister of the country Tajuddin Ahmed 
is of late encouraging the growth of a third force in the party closer to Hasina 
Wajed group and farthest from Razzaque's. 


Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal is also on the verge of another split. Party chief 
retired Major Abdul Jalil is leading the main faction closely followed by party 
secretary general Abdul Rab's group which was more or less equally powerful or 


important. 


The faction led by Mohammad Shahjehan was emerging yet another powerful factor 
in JSD politics. Sirajul Alam Khan the founder of the party is reported to be 
harbouring support for one of the three factions expect that of Major Jalil or 


Abdur Rab. 


Muslim League is already divided into five factions each one represented by 
former Chief Justice of then East Pakistan Mr B.A. Siddiqui, former MP Abdul 
Matin, T Ali, Shamsul Huda Choudhury and Principal Raisuddin Ahmed. 


Jamaat-e-Islami is split into two: ome faction led by Abbas Ali Khan and other 
by Maulana Jabbar. 


Meanwhile different political parties and their front organisations have chalked 
out programmes to mark the resumption of indoor politics tomorrow. 


Muslim League (Matin) will hold a workers meeting at the auditorium of the 
Institution of Engineers at 4 pm. The meeting will discuss the latest politi- 
cal situation, says a press release. 


Democratic League will hold a milad mahfil at the party's central office at 42/ 
43 Purana Paltan in the afternoon at five. 


National Awami Party will hold a gathering at its 24, Tipu Sultan Road office 
at 6-30 in the evening. 


Jatiyatabadi Juba Dal, the youth front of BNP, has convened an emergency meeting 
of the front's Central Executive Committee at BNP central office at Dhanmondi 
in the morning to discuss political and organisational situation. 
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BANGLADESH 


CONCRETE STEPS TOWARD IMPLEMENTATION OF BENGALI URGED 


Dhaka SANGBAD in Bengali 29 Mar 83 p 4 
[Editorial: "New Impetus in Implementation of Bengali"™] 


[Text] Though the topic of implementation of Bengali in every phase is an 
old one, a new impetus has made this a topic of discussion once again. 
Usually, when a topic becomes old, it loses its impact. But there is an 
exception in this case. Normally, implementation of Bengali at all levels 
is considered merely a slogan; it is supposed to be discussed, not put 
into action. Since the introduction of Bengali is a new phenomenon in 
Bangladesh, it calls for a new psychological attitude. Obstacles usually 
come from one particular kind of mental attitude. It has also become a 
tradition to criticize this particular mental attitude before 21 February 
{Ekushey Day]. However, 1 month later we do not want to make any new com 
ment in this aspect; at this time, there is probably no need to make any 


comment either. 


Of course, it is not true that implementation of Bengali is not making any 
progress; it can be said that it is limping along. In some areas its 
progress has been interrupted, and in others its progress is very slow. 

Like a shy bride, this new project is hesitant to take a single step for- 
ward. But this state of affairs cannot go on indefinitely. Surely nobody 
wants that this disease of its coming to life before 21 February and then 
falling asleep again immediately afterwards should become a chronic one. 

For that very reason, government instructions recently appeared in all min- 
istries and departments that implementation of Bengali be expedited in every 
aspect of their activities. Once again, this new instruction is also an 
old one. Instructions have been issued on previous occasions as well, but 
they produced no results. Those instructions were practically ignored. 
When new instructions were issued this time, the office of the chief martial 
law administrator reminded the agencies concerned that though directives 
were issued in the past, they were never implemented. Bengali is still not 
being used in many activities. In this present directive, all ministries 
and departments have been clearly instructed to prepare all memoranda, 
instructions and reports in Bengali. To remove any hesitancy in the use 

of Bengali because of a lack of practice, the directive also urges that 
Bengali be used to perform other tasks as well so that its use becomes more 


familiar. 
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As a matter of fact, to expedite the use of Bengali in every aspect, the 
importance of its use in the ministries and various departments has become 
obvious for many reasons. It must be stated that unless implementation 
starts at the very top, its development will be impossible. But why is 
there so much hesitancy in this matter? Why does this matter have to be 
kept alive by issuing one directive after the other? Since this issue 
should gain its own momentum from its own efforts, why does it have to be 
kept alive by constant exhortations? 


Judging from its rate of progress, it appears that there is no desire to 
move this matter forward, and ultimately it may not make any progress at 
all. We do hope this renewed directive will be the last one. We hope that 
it does not take any new impetus to remind us that our lack of interest 
in implementing Bengali is still there, as before. Fortunately, all argu- 
ments concerning the practicability of using Bengali at every level have 
ended, and all discussions concerning various obstacles that it might gene- 
rate have been concluded. For the present, that is the most encouraging 


news. 


12195 
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BANGLADESH 


TEXT OF E\*SHAD'S INDEPENDENCE DAY RADIO SPEECH 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 26 Mar 83 pp 1, 3, 7 


[Excerpt] Following is the English rendering of the address to the nation by 
Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt Gen H.M. Ershad over radio and TV on the 
eve of Independence and National Day, reports BSS. 


Bismillahir-Rahmanir-Rahim 


Dear countrymen. Assalamu alaikum. 


Tomorrow is our Independence and National Day. Twelve years ago this day the 
formal shape was given to our cherished dream to free ourselves from the humil- 
iation of foreign subjugation exploitation and deprivation and to establish a 
decent and self-reliant social life based on full expression of our national 
identity, language, tradition and culture. Please accept my sincere good 
wishes on this memorable occasion of our national life. 


On this great and auspicious occasion I offer my deep respects to those known 
unknown immortal Shaheeds in return of whose supreme sacrifices we won our 
independence and sovereignty to fulfill our long aspiration. I pray for the 
salvation of the departed souls of those who did not hesitate to lay down their 
lives in the interest of the nation and the people. 


We have left behind one decade as an independent and sovereign nation. Although 
in the history of our national life the period might be that long, it is nothing 
small either for an independent nation especially when it had to pass through a 
long struggle, mass movement and finally a bloody war to win incependence. 

The occasion calls for self-analysis as much as on the other hand it inspires 

a national consciousness on such a great occasion. 


It is time for us, one decade after, to ponder over how much.we have been able 
to achieve towards the political and economic emancipation in terms of the blue- 
print for the independence then presented before us. 


Have we been really able to repay the blood shed by lakhs of Shaheeds? Have 
we been able to fulfill the long cherished dream of the poor, the neglected and 
the exploited masses? Answer to this has to come from me, you and all of us. 
It is so because we have our sacred responsibility and duty towards this nation 
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and the country. It would not be sufficient » observe the J’ dependence Day 
through rituals of formalities. Instead gi, account befrre the nation how far 
we have been able to turn into reality the dream of the s.ruggling people and 
the valiant Shaheeds. This self-evaluation would help ident’ y ou. future as 


a nation. 


Dear countrymen true, we have wrested our political freedom through a bloodbath 
but we are yet to win economic freedom. The hope for establishing a society 
free from exploitation where the commonman and working people will have a secure 
and happy life is still beyond our reach. 


The present immediately after it took over a year back dedicated all its efforts 
to the task of achieving economic emancipation. It is undeniable that the de- 
pendence on help from others runs counter to the ideals of independence and 
sovereignty. As such, we have started the struggle of achieving economic self- 
reliance to reach to the common mass the fruits of independence which was won 
after a lot of bloodshed. The struggle is not for the government alone, it is 
the struggle for nine crore people of Bangladesh to survive. It's my firm be- 
lief that all irrespective of party affiliation and opinion would actively par- 
ticipate in this great struggle at this critical hour of the nation. 


I have informed you earlier also about the blueprint of governmental programme. 
But it is relevant to point out those afresh. I am going to state the salient 


features of our programme. 


Political Freedom 


Our first and foremost programme is to reach fruits of political freedom to the 
commonman through economic emancipation. In pursuit of this goal, national re- 
sources have to be increased and earnings raised with simultaneous efforts to 
ensure it fair and equitable distribution to gradually reduce the gap between 


the rich and the poor. 


In this context, the pace of rural development has to be stepped up in the in- 
terest of the improvement of the lot of greater section of the people. Ninety 
per cent of our people live in villages. Rural development is the backbone of 
the national progress. The 68 thousand villages have to be saved first. If 
the nation is to be freed from poverty, exploitation and want and that is why 
our efforts are directed towards rural development upgraded thana administra- 
tion is our main weapon for implementing the rural development programme. 


The major objective of our programme is to increase food production and attain 
self-sufficiency in this respect. At the same time it is also to ensure live- 
lihood to the farmers and give due importance to their labour through land re- 
forms. Land management is also necessary to be recast for maintaining growth 


of food production. 


Sixty-eight branches of Gramin Bank have already been opened to revitalise ru- 
ral economy. These branches have given loan of about Taka ten crore and seventy- 
eight lakh to 328 small projects. The recovery of outstanding loans stood at 
about Taka seven crore. The low-income and landless farmers will be given 

both capital and expertise through these Gramin Banks within the framework of 

the overall rural development programme. 
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The programmes we have taken to increase production in the industrial sector 
included provision for assuring dignity of labour and certainty of livelihood 
of the workers. Provisions has also been made for training of workers to in- 
crease their efficiency and priority has been given to the industries and the 


cooperative system. 


The fields which have been given priority for industrial development included 
export oriented industries, cottage and rural industries and labour intensive 
industries. Besides, private sector has been given encouragement and facilities. 
A climate of competition is being created for capital investment and distribu- 
tion of products through regeneration of individual initiative and skills. 


One of our main objectives is to make the administration and judiciary dynamic, 
austere and people oriented. Different criteria of this prograime are auster- 
ity in administration and taking the administration to the people by giving the 
responsibility of its supervision in the hands of the people's representatives 
through decentralisation of administration. In the field of judiciary steps 
are being taken to relieve the people of harassment and expedite the process of 
justice through decentralisation of judiciary on the one hand and procedural 
amendments on the other. 


Population Boom 


Another main objective of our programme is to reach the medicare facilities to 
the doorsteps of the people and check the population boom effectively. All out 
efforts are being made to materialise the population control programme on a 


priority basis. 


Improvement of the education system is necessary to remove illiteracy and create 
employment opportunities for the unemployed people. The aim of our programme 
is to ensure future livelihood for the student community by making education 


realistic and vocational. 


About 50 per cent of our manpower resources are women. One of our main objec- 
tive is to firmly establish them in the sphere of economic and social activities. 
It will have to be ensured within a limited period of time by fixing the propor- 
tion of their share in the employment arena. We are firm to determine the right- 
ful place of women in the society through their large-scale participation in the 
national development activities side by side with men. 


Checking corruption is one of our declared policy. We have declared ''Jedad" 
against it. But oppressive punishment was not the only way to get rid of this 
course. Rather it can be relieved by amending the rules and procedures, ex- 
panding the area of conscience and generating dynamism in the investigation 


system. 


It is very much necessary to have reflection of the heritage ideals and values 
in all the fields of national activities for achieving national upliftment. 
With this objective in view nurturing and careful rearing of our language and 
culture have been made an inseparable part of our programme. We are deter- 
mined to trace our heritage and honour it. We are pledge-bound to implement 
the liberal and longstanding influence of Islam in our social life. 
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Our political objective is to introduce constructive work-oriented politics by 
removing the politics of demonstration and conspiracy. We want real people's 
democracy where the hopes and aspirations of the commonman will be fulfilled 
and where there will be tolerence in every sphere of political field. 


Economy 


In ar undeveloped country like Bangladesh only one year is not enough to eval- 
uate any government programme. Yet I want to tell you in this context that our 
primary responsibility was to cope with the shattered economy and check the dis- 
turbance of peace and deterioration of law and order situation. I have men- 
tioned earlier that we have come across many hindrances in fixing a direction 
for our economy. We took the responsibility of rejuvenating the country's 
shattered economy by facing deficits in the budget and mismanagement and loss 
in the public sector. But internal restlessnesses and international economy 
are against us. Under these circumstances we have adopted the policy of mobil- 
isation of internal resources, increase of investment in the productive sector 
and patronisation of indigenous industries to maintain balance between income 
and expenditure. We have been making all possible efforts to re-activate the 
rural economy. We have released many industrial units to private sector to en- 
sure proper competition. Our aim is to achieve economic progress through total 
blooming of individual initiative and strategy. We have engaged ourselves in 
the struggle for achieving self-reliance by coming out of the orbit of the eco- 


nomic dependence on others. 


It has taken much time to overcome the economic recession and to introduce new 
economic measures but by this time beneficial results of our endeavours have 
begun to show. Export trade has picked up and it is satisfactory now. The ex- 
port earnings have increased from Tk. 820 crore during the first eight months 
of the last year to Tk. 1,016 crore of the corresponding period of the current 


year. 


We are striving ahead with firm steps in our efforts to mobilise internal re- 
sources. It has not yet been possible to meet the demand for industrial goods 
due to time-lag in overcoming the economic recession. Yet, revenue to the tune 
of Taka 1,257 crore has been realised during the first eight months of the cur- 
rent fiscal year which is higher by about Tk. 81 crore of the same period of 


the last year. 


The reorganisation of the commercial banks has not yet been completed. Nonethe- 
less they have surmounted the extreme state of mismanagement and all barriers 
and hurdles. Bank deposit during the first eight months of this year has in- 
creased by nine per cent as against 1.8 per cent last year. Rate disbursement 
of loan to the private sector during the same period has increased by 20 per 
cent compared with 15 per cent last year. Credit in the public sector has been 
squeezed. The industrial and commercial organisations in the public sector have 
picked up the sale of stockpiled goods and consequently their burden of losses 
and, in many cases burden of debts, have been minimised. 


We have generated dynamism and favourable climate in the economy through appar- 
ently stringent and unsympathetic decisions and ensuring their implementation. 
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We have abandoned all unnecessary projects rectified the top-heavy projects and 
progremmed increased investments in the direct productive sectors. We have 
taken all-out efforts to stop wastage. We have increased the prices of goods 
in keeping with the import and production costs. We have also taken steps for 
decentralisation in the execution of development programmes involving the par- 
ticipation of the enthusiastic people. 


Measures have been taken to increase investment according to our capability. 
We have refrained from mortgaging our posterity by increasing the volume of 
foreign debt through wasteful expenditure. We have not created the mirage of 
false growth rate by printing notes or through the deficit budget. 


Investment in the public sector during the first six months of the current fis- 
cal year has increased by eight per cent compared to the last year. As a re- 
sult of these efforts the average price index has remained under control. The 
price index has started declining after the first four months. The rate of 
inflation is expected to remain confined between 10 per cent and 12 per cent. 


Farm Production 


Relentless efforts are under way for increasing farm production through modern 
methods. Despite increase in the prices of agricultural inputs the sale of 
fertilizers has increased by six per cent during the first eight months of the 
current fiscal year. In spite of severe drought last year our farmers have 
been able to produce over 74 lakh tons of aman paddy. The prospects of boro 
paddy and wheat are quite encouraging. We are expecting to reap 35 lakh tons 
of boro paddy this year. The production of wheat will be higher by about one 
and a half lakh tons to two lakh toms over the last year. It is expected that 
there will be a record one crore 51 lakh tons of foodgrain production this year. 


Still, we have made arrangement to build a food-reserve of eight and a half 
lakh tons at the end of the year to meet any eventuality. Besides, the produc- 
tion of mustard seed, potato and vegetables has increased substantially. We 
are considering giving price-support to certain selected crops besides making 
arrangements for the export of vegetables. This issue is under the active con- 
sideration of the Government for giving incentive to the farmers. Ina nut- 
shell the food situation in the country is satisfactory and under full control 


of the government. 


It is clear like day light that there is a yawning gap between the rich and the 
poor in the society. The people of rural Bangladesh have been extremely neg- 

lected. It is our firm conviction that the overall responsibility of thana and 
district level administration will have to be vested fully to the elected peo- 
ple's representative to save the neglected people of Bangladesh. The fruits of 
development activities will not reach the rural people until the elected repre- 
sentatives get the responsibility of formulation of development programmes at 


the thana and district levels. 


We want to create an atmosphere in which educated, honest and active people 
will be interested in participating in the Thana Parishad election. It will 
augur well for the nation and the country. 
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We have remained steadfast in this goal and have been working selflessly. There 
is no alternative to this for establishing democracy on a solid foundation. We 
have faith in the democratic system. The verdict of the people will be con- 
sidered conclusive and we are fully respectful to their verdict. 


Inshaallah, there elections will start in phases from December of the current 
year. All necessary directives have been given in this respect. The funda- 
mental base for the framework of a real democracy is bound to be created in the 
country if the election to the thana and district level is held peacefully and 
impartially. As a result sanity in politics will return and development activ- 
ities in the thana and district levels will continue. 


Dear countrymen, we all know that the student community is the future leader of 
our nation. So we are determined to bring back healthy and congenial atmos- 
phere in the educational institutions. We all desire that the students remain 
engaged in their studies with necessary facilities. We hope that in the pro- 
posed political dialogue various political parties will discuss with open mind 
about the student community and help determine their role. 


Dear countrymen, we shall have to realise today that restraint, patience and 
respectfulness of the leaders towards various opinions on the prerequisites 
for establishing democracy in its true sense. Political restlessness is not 
beneficial at all for the country and the nation. This brings indiscipline, 
jealously, corruption and endless misery to the masses. With the cooperation 
of all we want to bring an end to it. 


Political Activities 


Now I want to say something about the dialogue with the politicians and the 
coming national level elections. First of all I appeal to the people irres- 
pective of party and opinion to maintain the peaceful atmosphere. The main 
question today is to improve law and order situation and create a congenial 
atmosphere for political dialogue. All of us are aware of its necessity. We 
are pledge-bound to return sound democracy and fundamental rights of the people. 
Therefore, the Government has already expressed its desire for political dia- 
logue and with this end in view there will be no restrictions on indoor polit- 
ical activities from first of April (Friday) 1983. 


We shall have to establish the tradition of transferring power in a constitu- 
tional procedure through elections. We shall have to ensure reflection of the 
hopes and aspirations of the people and at the same time shall have to take firm 
steps in the economic and administrative fields. I have already said earlier 

a number of times to make constitutional provision about it. 


So I believe that it would be possible to find out safety valve through dia- 
logue so that after impartial national-level elections the elected government 
can run the state affairs for its full period. I don't think that there would 
be much difficulty in achieving the objectives if we all are able to prove our 
liberal and patient mentality keeping in view the greater interest of the coun- 


try. 
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Dear Countrymen. 


I had pledged to you on March 24 last year that I would return true democracy 
and fundamental rights of the people. With this end in view we have proposed 
a dialogue with all the political leaders for a consensus on various questions. 
We want to consider the views of all with due importance irrespective of party 
and opinions. We want to present before you the guidelines which would be 
evolved on the basis of these dialogues. Verdict of the people is always su- 
preme and according to democracy this is the only right path. 


Before conclusion I want to speak a few words about our realistic foreign pol- 
icy. Recently I went to attend the Non-aligned Movement conference in New 
Delhi. There I had talks with many heads of state and heads of government on 
bilateral, regional and international matters. I have observed there that our 
role in various international fields were not only appreciated rather the eager- 
ness and wish for cooperation of many countries with us have increased to a 
great extent. Bangladesh was able to play a vital role in the Non-aligned sum- 
mit conference as Chairman of the group of 77. 


Besides, you have seen in the newspapers about the contribution of Bangladesh 
in this important conference of heads of state and heads of government. You 
have also learnt about the increasing importance of Bangladesh in the Islamic 
world. Bangladesh was included as a member of the peace mission formed in New 
Delhi for maintaining mutual liaison to bring an end to the Iran-Iraq war. Be- 
sides Bangladesh was also included in the 7-member committee of Arab Peace Plan 
for a peaceful solution of the Palestine problem and the Middle East problem. 
All these bear the testimony to our realistic foreign policy. 


Bangladesh firmly believes in peace because peaceful atmosphere is an essential 
precondition to economic and social uplift. Bangladesh's faith in the policy 
of establishing friendly relationship with all the countries of the world es- 
pecially with the neighbouring countries is unshakable. We positively believe 
that the basic principles that should govern the mutual behaviour in the field 
of international relations are respect to sovereignty and territorial integrity 
and non-interference in the internal affairs of each other. 


That is why we have repeatedly called for immediate and unconditional withdraw- 
al of all foreign troops from Afghanistan and Kampuchean so that people of 
those countries can decide their own fate freely and without foreign interfer- 
ence. Bangladesh shall continue lend uninterrupted support to the government 
of the People's Republic of Kampuchea under the leadership of Prince Shihanouk. 


Dear countrymen, I have tried to depict before you a picture of the programme, 
aims and objectives and steps to implement those objectives of the present 
government. I appeal to you, let every citizen become a partner in the all- 
out effort to correctly reflect the political freedom in the economic field 
which is the inseparable part of the golden dream of the 26th March. Only in 
this way we shall be able to build the new Bangladesh. 


As we thought of the main feature of which will be to bring economic emancipa- 
tion of the masses and uninterrupted progress in all fields. 


Let Allah, the All Merciful, give us all the courage and strength to attain that 
spirit of work. Amen. Khuda Hafez Bangladesh Zindabad. 


CSO: 4600/1958 
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BANGLADESH 


MINISTRY SOURCES SAY NO SHIFT IN FOREIGN POLICY 


Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 19 Mar 83 p 1 


[Text] The foreign ministry is learnt to be flooded with messages from Bangla- 
desh embassies abroad asking for stating the actual position of the country's 
relationship with Afghanistan and Vietnam. 


The messages said foreign governments are making queries about the matter to 
Bangladesh diplomatic missions. 


The confusion appears to have been created by a statement made by the Chief 
Martial Law Administrator Lt Gen H.M. Ershad at Dhaka airport on his return 
from New Delhi where he went to attend the non-aligned summit. 


According to the statement which was widely reported by foreign media, the CMLA 
said Bangladesh would normalize relations with both Afghanistan and Vietnam. 


He said he met both Afghan and Vietnamese prime ministers in New Delhi and had 
long discussions with them on bilateral issues. 


The CMLA said that he told both the prime ministers that every country has its 
own national position but this should not come in the way of friendly relation- 


ship between two countries. 


Though it has given rise to speculations, foreign ministry sources maintain that 
the talks do not signify any shift in the country's foreign policy. 


Bangladesh has diplomatic ties with Afghanistan at charge d'affaires level and 
has not snapped it following the Soviet invasion and setting up of a puppet 
government in that country. But the Bangladesh mission in Kabul had remained 
almost at nonfunctioning stage, according to sources. And similar is the case 


with Afghan mission in Dhaka. 


Vietnam withdrew its resident mission from Dhaka a few years back. At present 
Bangladesh has a nominal trade relation with that country. 


Replying to a question the CMLA during his airport meeting with the press said 
his talks with the Vietnamese prime minister may lead to reopening of the Viet- 


namese embassy in Dhaka. 
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Meanwhile the government has concurrently accredited C. M. Murshed, at present 
ambassador of Bangladesh to China as Bangladesh ambassador to Democratic Kam- 
puchea. Morshed will present credential to Sihanouk shortly. 


Bangladesh officially recognized the government of Prince Norodom Sihanuk of 
Democratic Kampuchea sometime back and the announcement in this regard came 
during the CMLA's visit to China. 


CSO: 4600/1947 


69 

















BANGLADESH 





TEXT OF JSD LEADER'S STATEMENT ON PARTY ALLIANCE 


Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 26 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text] JSD leader Sirajul Alam Khan issued to the press the following state- 
ment last week: 


"The continuing social unrest, economic uncertainty and political stagnation 
are not good for the nation and the country. The political unrest and vacuum 
which have been persisting since independence have caused decadence in social, 
economic, political, cultural, and intellectual spheres. As a result, the 
hopes and aspirations of the freedom struggle are in jeopardy, and the nation 
and the people are victims of extreme frustration. 


"A conscious and collective effort of all segments of the society is the only 
way to overcome this critical situation. It calls for mutual respect, cooper- 
ation and patience, only a democratic political process can ensure that. 


"Relative stability in social and national life is indispensable for healthy 
politics. This is applicable to all the quarters in and outside power." 


"The 15-party progressive-democratic alliance has emerged with the objective of 
democratic struggle. 


A constant vigil is required so that no external or internal divisive activities 
can weaken or ruin this unity. Because the vested coteries and anarchists de- 
rive benefits in absence of democratic politics and movement. And this will 
bring disaster to both the country and the nation. 


"In this context the government must create a congenial atmosphere for making 
any political initiative meaningful. It demands release of all political de- 
tenus and students, withdrawal of warrants and cases, judicial inquiry into the 
incidents of February 14 and 15, withdrawal of the proposed education policy 
and allowing political activities." 


CSO: 4600/1959 
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BANGLADESH 


REPORT ON ERSHAD 17 MAR SPEECH IN COMILLA 


Programs Explained 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 18 Mar 83 pp l, 12 


[Text] Comilla, March 17--The Chief Martial Law Administrator, Lt Gen H. M. 
Ershad today announced the salient features of his Government's programmes 
which he said were aimed at bringing economic emancipation for the people, re- 


ports BSS. 


Addressing the representatives of Local Government and Cooperatives of Comilla, 
Noakhali and Sylhet zone here at the stadium, the CMLA told the audience that 
the people had reposed trust and confidence in them to build a "new Bangladesh" 


by materialising these programmes. 


Explaining the programmes, he said that the objective of the present Government 
was to reach the fruits of political independence to the people through this 
economic emancipation. "We stand for equitable distribution of national wealth," 
he said adding. We must ensure that the gap between the rich and the poor does 


not widen further. 


Gen Ershad said agriculture had already issued directives to achieve self- 
sufficiency in food production. The Government, he added, had already taken up 
programmes to increase foodgrain production by providing various facilities to 


the peasants. 


He pointed out that the programme of land reform was aimed at ensuring the em- 
ployment opportunity and dignity of the peasants and said it was not intended 
to take away the right of entitlement of lands. "The proposed land reform will 
ensure a better future for our peasants," he added. 


Turning to the industrial sector, the CMLA said that a number of industries were 
disinvested to encourage the private sector. This has already started yielding 
positive results, he said and added, now we should put in our best efforts to 
raise production in the factories and side by side ensure proper distribution 


of the products. 


Gen Ershad referred to the activities of the Gramin Bank and said that the Gov- 
ernment had already issued directives to increase its activities in rural areas. 
The Bank he added, had been providing capital to the rural people to give impetus 


to the rural economy. 
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He said that as part of the pledge to the people, the present Government had 
decentralised the administration and thanas were made the centre of administra- 
tive and development activities. The people have welcomed the decision of the 
Government, he pointed out and said, "I have visited some of the upgraded 
thanas where I have found the people and Government officials working enthusi- 
astically for the improvement of their respective areas.” 


The CMLA said that an additional amount of Taka 50 lakh would be allocated for 
each of the upgraded thanas during the next year for implementation of the 
locally initiated projects. The money would be at the disposal of the Thana 
Parishads and there would be no interference in this respect from the top he 
said and expressed the confidence that the money partment of Aegean University 
would be utilised properly. If necessary, he said more money lopment of thanas. 


Gen Ershad said that the judiciary was also decentralised for the benefit of 
the common people. The people had already started getting the fruits of the 
decentralised judicial system by way of quick disposal of cases, he said and 
added previously one had to wait for years together to get justice. 


On the education policy, he said that the age old education system must be 
changed to make it suitable for present day needs of the nation. We should 
evolve an education system by eliciting public opinion which would ensure the 
future of our students, he added. He referred to the unemployment problems 
and said it should be solved by creating more and more employment opportunity 


in the country. 


The CMLA stressed the need for establishing rights of the women by ensuring 
their participation in the national development activities. We should keep 
it in mind that without the participation of the women who constitute half of 
the population we cannot bring prosperity for the nation, he asserted. 


He said that the present Government was determined to reach the medicare facil- 
ities to the people. In this connection he referred to the measures taken by 


the Government in this regard. 


Gen Ershad said that population had been increasing at an alarming rate and 
added: We must check the present rate of population growth if we want to sur- 
vive. He urged the conscious section of the society to inspire the people to 
take up family planning programme in the greater interest of the nation. 


Turning to corruption, he said that the present Government had already declared 
Jehad against this social vice. He called for united efforts to uproot corrup- 
tion from the society once for all and said: We must teach the people to hate 
and resist corruption which is eating into the vitals of our national life. 


The CMLA said values of Islam should reflect in the national life and added 
side by side we should preserve our language, culture, tradition and heritage. 


He said we want to turn politics of work and urged the people to elect honest 
and dedicated persons who would be able to work for them with devotion. The 
elected representatives must work spontaneously for the betterment of their 


people, he added. 
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Gen Ershad said that the armed forces being the well-disciplined community must 
be given the opportunity to participate in the overall national development ac- 
tivities. He called for united efforts by all sections of the population to 
build a happy and prosperous Bangladesh. "It is only through our united effort 
we can reach our cherished objective” he added. 





Turning to cooperatives, he urged the cooperators to make it meaningful to the 
people. We can develop our economy through cooperatives he said adding: the 
Government is ready to provide all possible assistance to make cooperative move- 
ment stronger and an instrument for our econowic development. 


The CMLA told the huge gathering "If you are agreed to participate in the efforts 
to make the programmes announced by me a success, then come and join me”. The 
participants in the conference spontaneously responded raising their hands in 


support and solidarity with Gen Ershad. 


Referring to local problems, Gen Ershad said that work on the Laksham-Sonaimuri 
Road pr-ject was going on for which Taka 50 lakh was allocated. Adequate fund 
will be allocated during the next fiscal year for the completion of the project, 


he added. 


The CMLA concluded his speech with a self-composed Bangla poem the English ren- 
dering of which is as follows:-- 


Have you ever seen 
Such a multitude of human faces? 
Have you ever set out 

On a journey across 

Such a huge expanse of land 

A harvest of peace and happiness 

We must grow on this firm land 

To light up these innocent faces. 
If we have to exhaust our lives 

In ceaseless toil 

From dawn till dusk 

From the river front to the stretching field. 
Even then we shall not stop. 

Before we stand together. 

For the congressional prayers. 


The Minister for Local Government, Rural and Development Cooperatives and Reli- 
gious Affairs Mr Mahbubur Rahman also spoke on the occasion. 


Earlier the conference was addressed by district representatives Mr Rafi Ahmed 
Noman (Sylhet) Mr Mohammadullah (Noakhali) and Mr Abu Taber Sarker (Comilla). 


Speaking on the occasion they referred to various problems in their parts of 
the country and extended support to the efforts undertaken by the present gov- 
ernment to improve the condition of the commonmen. 


The Zonal Martial Law Administrator Zone 'D' Major General Abdus Samad was a- 
mong others present at the conference. 


73 











Economic Program 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 18 Mar 83 p l 


[Text] Comilla, Mar 17:--The Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt Gen H. M. 
Ershad today announced his Government's programmes aimed at bringing economic 
emancipation for the people, reports BSS. 


Addressing the representatives of the local government and cooperatives of Comilla, 
Noakhali and Siyhet zone here at the stadium, the CMLA listed the main points 


of the programmes as follows. 


(1) To reach the fruits of political independence to people through economic 
emancipation. 


(2) Equitable distribution of national wealth by reducing the gap between the 
rich and poor. 


(3) Village-oriented development. 


(4) Proper distribution and competition of industrial products through increased 
production. 


(5) Increase of agricultural products and self-sufficiency in food. 


(6) Land reforms ensuring due share of peasants and security of their liveli- 
hood. 


(7) Supply and formation of capital among low income groups through "Gramin 
Banks" in the rural areas. 


(8) Incentives to private sector industries investment and creation of invest- 
ment climate. 


(9) Cooperatives and cottage industries. 


(10) Re-organisation of administration and judiciary, decentralisation and 
austerity. 


(11) Improvement in the education system to provide security to the future 
career of students. 


(12) To create maximum possible employment opportunities. 


(13) To help women establish their rightful place in the society through partic- 
ipation in the national development activities. 


(14) To provide medicare facilities to the people. 
(15) Population control. 


(16) Jehad against corruption. 
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(17) To turn politics into politics of work and, 


(18) Reflection of Islamic values in national life and upholding of own 
language, culture, traditions and heritage. 


In his speech punctuated by applause the CMLA wanted to know from the huge 
gathering if they agreed to the programmes. The audience expressed spontaneous 
support and solidarity to the CMLA and his Government's programmes by raising 


their hands. 


CSO: 4600/1946 
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BANGLADESH 


BNP PARTY LEADERS, OTHERS S.'PPORT 2 APR MEETING 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 31 Mar 83 pp l, 8 


[Text] Fifteen leaders of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), including 
two former Ministers, have called upon the "real BNP workers having faith in 
the ideals of late President Ziaur Rahman" to make April 2 indoor meeting of 


the party a success. 


In a joint statement to the pr2ss on Wednesday, the signatories said that the 
indoor meeting called by the leaders and workers of the BNP on April 2 had al- 
ready created much enthusiasm among the party rank and file all over the coun- 
try. Witnessing this, they said, the coterie of leadership of the party had 
been trying to create confusion by issuing misleading statements and threats. 
When during the last one year thousands of party workers passed through suffer- 
ings and insecurity and feit helpless due to lack of leadership, these leaders 
did not feel the minimum necessity even on humanitarian ground to stand by 
them. As such, they hoped, the workers would not be misled by this "coterie." 


The signatories said that the meeting of April 2 aimed at properly guiding the 
party founded by the late President Ziaur Rahman and to make the concept of 
Bangladeshi nationalism more dynamic. "We are determined to make the meeting 
a success at any cost," they said. 


The signatories were former Minister Abdur Rahman Biswas, former Deputy Minis- 
ter Prof. Abdus Salam, former MPs Dr. Sanaullah, Begum Avesha Sarder, Mr Ali 
Hossain, Mr Habibur Rahman, Mr Zahurul Islam, Mrs Ayesha Ashraf, former deputy 
attorney general Kazi Abdul Wahab, Advocate Saikat Ara Ayesha Begum, Mr Shahadat 
Hossain, Organising Secretary, Patuakhali District BNP, Mrs Anwara Zaman, Mrs 
Anjuman Ara, Principal Ishaque and Matiul Islam Mantu, Central Committee members. 


50 DMC Chairmen 


Meanwhile Fifty Word Committee chairmen of the Dhaka Municipal Corporation have 
assured their all out support to the indoor meeting of the Bangladesh Nation- 


alist Party (BNP) scheduled to be held on April 2. 


This was claimed in a Press release issued by Mr Shamsul Huda Chowdhury on 
Wednesday. 


The signatories to the statement expressed the hope that the proposed BNP meeting 
could greatly contribute in restoring democratic atmosphere in the country. 


76 














The statement was signed by MS S.A. Khaleque Jahangir Mohammad Adel, Dr. Abdur 
Rauf Haji Mohammad Selim Abdul Mannan Khan Abdul Baqui Dewan Md Rahmatullah 
Afrazuddin Khan Faziul Rahim Khawja Abdul Halim Md Alimullah Syed Md. Yasin 
Abdul Gani Haider Md. Chand Miah Md. Ali Khan Abu Sayeed Bepari Alhaj Md. Abul 
Hashem Khan Md. Mansoor Ahmed Principal Nawab Ali, Md. Faziul Huq Abdus Samad 
Mosharraf Hossain, Abdul Hakim Golam Morshed Captain (Retd) M Sadek Md. Ayub 
Hafiz Uddin Ahmed Alauddin Ahmed Sirajul Islam Khan Aftabuddin, Abdul Quader 
Mesbahuddin Ahmed Alhaj Mohsin Ali Chowdhury Emran Ali Bhuyan Sheikh Sekander 
Ali Firoz Ahmed Obaidul Huq Tajul Islam, Hashem Ali Khan Md. Abul Ali M. Reza 
Bejal Ahmed, Mrs Anwara Khatun, Mrs Tahera Shafique Begum Tahmina, Mrs Nilufar 
Quader, Prof Toufiqua Karim Mst Fatema Khatun and Mrs Mina Zaman. 
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BANGLADESH 


ERSHAD 27 MAR SPEECH IN CHITTAGONG REPORTED 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 28 Mar 83 pp 1, 16 


[Text] Chittagong Mar 27:--The Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt Gen H.M. 
Ershad on Saturday announced the launching of a relentless struggle to achieve 
economic emancipation of the masses, reports BSS. 


"Let us plunged in the new struggle with the same spirit as we fought the War 
of Liberation and won it twelve years ago. We have achieved political indepen- 
dence but we are yet to achieve economic emancipation. During the War of Lib- 
eration arms constituted the weapons--and this time our hands--the eighteen 
crore strong hands of nine crore people will be our weapons’ he asserted. 


Gen. Ershad was addressing representatives of the local Government and Cooper- 
atives of Chittagong, Chittagong Hili Tracts and Bandarban districts at the 
Biplob Uddyan in Chittagong city on the Independence and National Day. 


In an emotion chocked voice the CMLA said "this is the soil this is the place 
this is the historic Chittagong from where the first resistance against ex- 
ploitation and deprivation began. It was the War of Liberation it was from 
here the first gun of the Bengalees roared". 


Recounting the beginning of our War of Liberation Gen. Ershad said "It was from 
here that a soldier one day took up arms the soldier was Major Zia the soldier 
was General Zia the soldier was President Zia". 


Continuing the CMLA said "it was from this soil that the call for the War of 
Liberation bugled out and in that war each and every person of this country 
joined spontaneously. At the end of the armed struggle we snatched away the 
bloodstained sun of independence. But have we so far been able to reach the 
fruits of independence to the exploited, the downtrodden and the deprived? 

Have we been able to make return of the supreme sacrifices by the martyrs? No, 
that is why another soldier that is me given the call from the same soil the 
call for economic emancipation". 


Gen. Ershad made a passionate appeal to all to rally round him for making our 
hard-earned independence meaningful through economic emancipation. Turning to 
the feelings of nationalism the CMLA said "our country is Bangiadesh we are 
Bangladeshis. We have our own language, culture, tradition, heritage, history-- 
own distinctives, features, hopes and aspirations and own sovereignty. That is 
exactly what constitutes our nationalism" he asserted. 
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Gen. Ershad declared amidst loud cheers that the present Government is deter- 
mined to change the colonial conception of village which reminds us of poverty, 
illiteracy, darkness, diseases, muddy roads, dilapidated houses and a shabby 
environment. The villages we are contemplating to develop will assume a new 
complexion. The villages of New Bangladesh will be self-reliant and a better 
place to live in, he added. 


He said the Government has already announced its policy programmes aimed at 
changing the faces of sixty eight thousand villages and improving the lot of 
the commonmen. As a first step towards this objective decentralisation has 
been effected in the spheres of administration, power, responsibilities and 


resources. 


The Minister for Local Government, Rural Development Cooperatives and Religious 
Affairs Mr Mahbubur Rahman who presided over the function also spoke. 


Later General Ershad who is the chief adviser to the Bangladesh Mukkti Joddha 
Sangsad unveiled the plaque of a new road named "Shaheed Mukkti Joddha Sarak". 
The Chairman of the Bangladesh Mukti Joddha Sangsad Mr Zakir Khan Chowdhury 
was present on the occasion. Prayers were offered for the martyrs and for the 
fulfillment of their dreams--a happy and prosperous New Bangladesh. 


Text of Speech 


The following is the English rendering of the Chief Martial Law Administrator 
Lt Gen H.M. Ershad's speech at the conference of the representatives of local 
Government and cooperatives of Chittagong, Chittagong Hill Tracts and Bandarban 


districts on Saturday: 


Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim, 


People's representative, cooperator and freedom fighter, brothers and sisters 
of brave Chattala--the land of saints, the land of commencement of Liberation 
War--Chittagong Hill Tracts and Bandarban districts. 


Assalamu Alaikum 


Today is that historic day this is that historic garden and this is that histor- 
ic Chittagong from where began the resistance against exploitation and depriva- 
tion--the War of Independence. Rifles and cannons roared from the hands of 
Bengalees. It was from here a soldier took up arms. That soldier was Major 
Zia. That soldier was General Zia. That soldier was President Zia. The call 
for independence was given from here. The people responded to that call by 
taking up arms. After that the history of nine months of this country is 
stained with blood. Each and every person in Bangladesh dedicated himself to 
that Independence War. The soil of Bengal was soaked with the blood of the 
martyrs. The sky and the winds were filled with the cries of mothers and sis- 
ters. But we did not lose our confidence till the end. We have snatched away 
the bloodstained sun of our independence. We have liberated our Bangladesh. 
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On that day our dream came true. Our hope was materialised. The spilling of 
blood of the martyrs was fruitful. We could make examples of sacrifice. but 
could we make our independence meaningful? Could we achieve economic emancipa- 
tion for our people?--We could not. Could we reach the fruits of independence 
to the people? We could not. That is why, today another soldier, that is me 
giving the call from the same soil, the call for economic emancipation--the 
call for the struggle to achieve economic emancipation. 


The way you spontaneously joined the Liberation War, the way you took up arms 
on that day, let us plunge into the struggle for bringing economic emancipa- 
tion with the same confidence and spirit. We will surely be successful. 
Inshallah we shall be able to achieve economic emancipation. 


Our country is Bangladesh. My country and your country is Bangladesh. We are 
Bangladeshis. We have our own language, own culture, own heritage, own reli- 
gion, own history, own sovereignty and that is what is the Bangladeshi Nation- 


alism. 


Now I want to place before you the definition of Bangladeshi village, the pic- 
ture of the villages of Bangladesh. The definition which was given by the 
British rulers two hundred years ago. What is that definition of Bangladeshi 
village? The definition of Bangladeshi village, the picture of Bangladeshi 
village is muddy roads, epidemics, diseases, dilapidated madrasas, schools, 
mosques, illiteracy, mosquitoes, flies and darkness. We want to change that 
definition of the village of Bangladesh. 


We want to draw a new picture of Bangladesh. The villages we want to build up 
will have no epidemics and diseases. There will be no cholera, mosquitoes or 
flies. Metalled roads, madrasahs, schools and mosques will be there. The peo- 
ple will have hopes, happiness and peace. We want to build that Bangladesh. 

We want to build our sixty eight thousand villages in the same way. We do not 
accept the definition of British period. We want to change that picture. We 
want to draw a new picture of Bangladesh. We are doing that what is needed to 
draw that new picture. We have decentralised the government machinery. We 
have decentralised the administration, power, responsibilities and resources. 

I firmly believe that the fruits of these decentralisation will reach the door- 
steps of the people living in the sixty eight thousand villages. The people 
have already started getting the fruits. The people have already started get- 
ting the results of the administrative decentralisation. We want to coordinate 
power, administration and people together. This was not there before. There 
was no coordination between the Government and the Administration and between 
the administration and the people. If we can combine and coordinate them, then 
why there will be no improvement in the lot of the people of Bangladesh. Let 
us make this coordination together. Come and stand by me. Let us make the 
coordination to improve the lot of the people. 


[ have spoke about democracy. I Promised about democracy on March 24, 1982 the 
peoples democracy, common peoples democracy, poor peoples democracy and not the 
democracy of blood and democracy of indiscipline. In the twelve year life of 
Bangladesh it is for the first time that the elected representatives will run 
and manage the Thana Parishads and Zilla Parishads. It was never there before 
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Thana and Zilla Parishads were never under the control of the elected represent- 
atives. I will expect that they will not only be elected but also they will 
have responsibilities. They will take up plans and execute them. Is there 

such a democracy anywhere? Never before it was there. 


We want to make Bangladesh self-reliant. We do not want to depend on others. 
We want to reduce our dependence on others in every spheres, in agriculture, 
in industry, in education and in every sectors. We want to stand on our own 
feet with our head erect. We want to tell the world that we are not beggars. 


We may be poor but we are not beggars. We will not beg. 


I am speaking about politics, work oriented and production oriented politics. 
The days of speech making and slogan mongering politics of work comes which 
means we have to work for the improvement of the lots of the people standing 


by their side. 


The work-oriented politics will be the real politics. Otherwise we do not re- 
quire the politics which cannot bring about improvement in the lots of the peo- 
ple. Bangladesh wants work-orienting and production-oriented politics. We 
have nine crore people with eighteen crore hands. If we can engage these 18 
crore hands and it land, people, and water can be combined together with these 
18 crore hands then why we will not be successful. Surely we can achieve suc- 
cess. Come along those of you present here and those of the people's represent- 
atives; present here reach my message to the people, reach flicker of hope to 
the people. We unitedly will combine and coordinate the 18 crore hands for 
attaining emancipation, the economic emancipation for which I have given the 
call today from this historic park and historic garden. 


To the students; my request is not to indulge in demonstrations. You are our 
children. You should discuss with your parents who are your best friends before 
doing anything. On whether your action is good or bad. As they are your best 
well wishers discuss with them. Puiace your queries before them, work according 
to their suggestion then the future of the country will be good, then there 

will not be any demonstrations. In the country, peace and discipline will re- 
turn and we will be to build you as worthy citizens in a healthy atmosphere and 
be able to provide you with employments. You have to give opportunity to the 
government, to me. You have no other better friends than me. Facilities can- 
not be extended to you through politics and speeches. We have to work to create 
facilities and I shall do that on your behalf. Give me the opportunity. 


I have spoken about Islam. We want to reflect the values and ideals of Islam 

in various spheres of the society. Imshaallah God will help us. Because I 

know there is no other alternative to it for us this is the only path which will 
strengthen our moral character and emancipate us. The path will be the path of 
Islam parth Islamic morale and Islamic ideal. We have put in much hard labour 
during the last one year as we have made promise before the people on March 24, 
1982 that we will bring smile in their faces. I shall make my efforts for you 
and I am continuing my endeavour. I am putting in untiring labour. 


But I need cooperation from you. From you I want cooperation. Reach the story 
of my hard labour to them. I have the conviction that if we all work unitedly 
then we are sure to develop Bangladesh. As I have faith in Allah why Allah will 
not help us if we work having faith in Him. Surely He will do it. You have 


ventilated many of your problems before me. 
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Bangladesh is infested with problems. We have many problems. That is why I 
invite you to come forward to work and increase wealth. If we can increase our 
resources by combining the land, men and water resources then it will not be 
hard to go for the construction of roads and bridges or establishment of hos- 
pitals. For that reason we require resources first of all. If we collect re- 
sources by begging and submitting ourselves and establish a school with that 
there cannot be real education in that school. Similarly we cannot drive a 
vehicle in a road which will be constructed by money collected by begging. We 
want to build our resources and build our country with our hands. Let all of 
us come forward to increase our national resources. We are sure to increase 
our national wealth if we all work together and put in our united efforts. 

Our condition will surely improve if we can increase the national wealth. 


I do not only give word but I do keep by promise. I shall honour every word 
of the promises I have made to the nation. Pray for me so that Allah gives me 
strength, inspiration and encouragement. I have total faith in the Almighty. 


We are sure to fulfill our pledges if we receive strength and blessing from 
the Allah. 


You are the representatives of the people. You are more close to the rural 
people who are very simple and whom I Love most. You can find reflection of 

my feelings in my poems. My heart aches, the feelings of my heart, the pains 
and sorrows of my soul go out for them so that I can do something for them. If 
that can be done then it will be service to Allah. They are simple men, they 
are not sinners, their hearts are not filled with vices. Their hearts are 
sacred like those of the children. We have to serve these childlike people. 
Take a vow today from me that you will help these people living in 68,000 
villages. Allah has taught us that serving the people will near serving Hin. 
Serve them then it will amount to serving Allah. Allah will then give us 
blessings and strength. I shall meet you again in your village at your fields. 
I want to go in your midst. I want to go to the huts of the peasants and bring 
smile on their faces, arrange their clothings and provide them with two morsel 
of meals. You extend your help to me, to my sincere efforts. 


We are sure to build a new Bangladesh if you help me. The people of the coun- 
try help me and the government officers help me. We are sure to materialise 
our hopes and dreams of building a new Bangladesh which will be the land of 
economic emancipation, where there will be no poverty or dearth of wealth, 
where people will live in happiness and the people who sacrifice a lot will get 


their return. 
Inshallah I shall meet you again. 
Khoda Hafez. 


Bangladesh Zindabad. 
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BANGLADESH 


FIFTEEN-PARTY ALLIANCE MEETS, MAKES RECOMMENDATIONS 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 28 Mar 83 pp 1, 16 


[Text] The 15-party alliance announced its programme on Saturday at a workers’ 
rally at National Mausoleum at Savar on the occasion of the Independence and 


National Day. 


The rally was addressed among others by Sheikh Hasina Wajed Prof. Muzaffar Ahmed 
Maulana Abdur Rashid Tarkabagish, Mr Mohammad Farhad Syed Altaf Hossain, Mr 
Asaddar Ali, Mr Nure Alam Siddiqui, Mr Farid Gazi Haider Akbar Khan Rano, Mr 
Pankaj Bhattacharjee, Mr Dilip Barua, Mr Khlequzzaman Bhuiva, Mr Nirmal Sen 


and Mr Abul Bashar. 


Meanwhile the ten-party alliance demanded that the Government should take 
immediate steps to hold national elections. It adopted a declaration at a 
Milad Mahfil organised on Saturday on the occasion of Independence and Nation- 


al Day at 54 Aga Moshj Lane. 


The alliance in its declaration took strong exception to the role of those whom 
it termed as collaborators of the “aggressive foreign powers". It observed 
that fundamental reforms covering education, administrative decentralisation, 
judicial reorganisation, land administration, etc. could only be introduced 

by the people's representative Government. 


The signatories to the declaration included Khondoker Moshtaque Ahmed of Demo- 
cratic League, Mr Ataul Huq Khan of Muslim League (T. Ali), Mr A.S.M. Solaiman 
of Krishak Sramik Party, Mrs Amena Begum of Bangladesh Jatiyo Dal Sheikh Ashraf 
Hossain of Islamic Party, Mr Nurul Huq Mehdj of Ganotrantik Karmi Shibir, Mr 
Abu Nasser Khan Bhashani of National Awami Party (Nasser Bhashani faction), 
Syed Manzzorul Ahsan of Nejame Islam Party, Mr Zainul Abedin Khan of Bangladesh 
Justice Party and Mr Sarafat Hossain Chowdhury of Republican Party. 


CSO: 4600/1961 
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BANGLADESH 


BNP VICE CHAIRMAN RESIGNS 'TO UNITE WARRING FACTIONS' 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 31 Mar 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Shah Azizur Rahman Vice Chairman of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
(BNP) has tendered his resignation on Wednesday. He has submitted his resigna- 
tion as the move for uniting the warring factions of the BNP has failed. 


Shah Aziz told this correspeondent over telephone that the three conditions set 
by the organisers of the April 2 convention which included asking the party 
Secretary General Dr. Badruddoza Chowdhury to activate the party and to expel 
three party leaders for hailing the charge-over were quite reasonable "I tried 
to convince the party chief to accept those conditions for the sake of unity 
in the party but the party chief had not accepted those demands he added. 


When asked whether he would attend the April 1 meeting of the party Executive 
Committee he said that he would be in a position to say something about it to- 


day (Thursday). 


Meanwhile, the party chief has issued show cause notices on six organisers of 
the convention. They are:--Mr Shamsul Huda Choudhury, Mr Reazuddin Ahmed, Dr. 
Abdul Matin, Mr Abdur Razzak, Mr Khalequzzaman Dudu and Mr Shaukat Hussain Nilu. 


When contacted Mr Shamsul Huda Choudhury said that they have not received any 
letter from the party chief. Besides he said that the minority in the party 
cannot serve any notice on the majority. He claimed that more than 80 per cent 
of the party leaders both central and district levels will attend the meeting 
on April 2. He told this correspondent that every party member had the right 
to hold group meetings and there is no bar in the constitution. 


Support for the convention meeting of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) 
continues. 


In a joint statement on Wednesday 15 leaders including two former Ministers, 
six former MPs expressed their support io the convention of April 2. The two 
former Ministers are Mr Abdur Rahman Biswas and Professor Abdus Salam. 


Fifty chairmen of the Dhaka Municipal Corporation in a joint statement on Wed- 
nesday extended their support to the convention and said that they would do 
their best to make the convention a success. The signatories to the statement 
included Mr S.A. Khaleque, Mr Jahangir Mohammad Adel and Haji Mohammad Selim. 
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Mr A.K. Faizul Huq, former State Minister in a letter to Mr Shamsul Huda 
Choudhury said that while everyone feels that BNP should be reactivated without 
any further delay the mode chosen by Mr Choudhury was not wholly democratic. 

Mr Huq held that Begum Khaleda Zia should remain above partisan politics and 
should act as a bridge between all without becoming controversial. 


Mr Huq said he would neither attend the convention nor the extended meeting of 
the party Executive Committee. Stating the reason of his decision he said that 
none of these will serve the purpose for which Shaheed Zia laid down his life. 


Meanwhile, former Food Minister Mr Abdul Momen Khan denied having supported the 
convention group. 


A meeting of the Jativatabadi Jubo Dal Central Committee will be held at 10-30 
a.m. on Friday at the central office of BNP to discuss political and organisa- 
tional matters and to fix a date for holding extended meeting of the committee. 


Sved Sarwar Alam President of the Barisal Sadar North District Jativatabadi 
Chhatra Dal in a statement on Wednesday expressed his solidarity and support to 
the 18-point principle of Lt General Ershad and steps taken in this regard by 
Rafiqul Huq Hafij of Natun Bangla Chhatra Samaj. 


CSO: 4600/1965 
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BANGLADESH 


DEPUTY ENVOY TO UN SPEAKS AT FOREIGN OFFICE BRIEFING 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 15 Mar 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] President Ronald Reagan's letter to Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt 
Gen H. M. Ershad made a frank admission of the fact that global economic crisis 
has assumed an unprecedented dimension. 


President Reagan's letter not only reflects a positive tone but also endorses 
the general view that the current bad patch in world economy could only be over- 
come by a united effort of all. 


This was stated by Mr Farooq Sobhan, Bangladesh Deputy Permanent Representative 
at the United Nations and the Chairman of the Group of 77 at a Press briefing 
held at the Foreign Office on Monday. 


Mr Farooq Sobhan said US President's letter was encouraging and had positi'e 
tone for global negotiation. 


Mr Farooq Sobhan who, as the chairman of Group of 77 was specially invited to 
the Non-aligned Summit held in New Delhi recently is now in city on his way to 


New York. 


The Chairman of the Group of 77 expects a positive outcome from the summit con- 
ference of the industrialised nations to be held in Williamsburg, USA shortly. 


He expects the recommendations of the Non-aligned Summit to be closely scruti- 
nised by the summit conference. The economic summit meeting of the industrial- 
ised nations will be followed by the UNCTAD VI Conference. 


He said the Group of 77 and the Nonaligned Movement will work in close cooper- 
ation in future. Mr Farooq Sobhan on behalf of the Group of 77 had presented 
three reports to the economic committee of the NAM. The reports were on global 
negotiations, on implementation of the Caracas programme of action and on har- 
monization of CPA and the Nonaligned economic action programme. 


He said the Non-aligned Summit has made three major suggestions. These would, 
if accepted ease the economic burden of the least developed countries. 


The proposals include improvement in the disbursement of aid to the LDCs writing 
off the debts increase in the ratio of foreign assistance by the industrialised 
nations to 0.15 percent and augmentation of the liquidity position of the World 


Bank and the IMF. 
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Mr Farooq Sobhan claimed that Bangladesh's chairmanship of the Group of 77 con- 
stitutes a major turning point in the work of the group. “e said the Group of 
77 is more active today than it has ever been in the past 20 years. 


The Group of 77 will convey the decisions of the NAM to the heads of the devel- 
oped countries. 


The Group of 77 has a crowded programme ahead of it. The ministerial level meet- 
ing of the group will be held in Buenos Aires. The main concern of the meeting 
will be to prepare the grounds for UNCTAD VI meeting to be held in Belgrade. 


The meeting of ministers of Non-aligned and Group of 77 will be held in Septem- 
ber and October respectively. 


CSO: 4600/1941 








BANGLADESH 


NEW STUDENT ORGANIZATION FORMED AT DHAKA MEETING 
Dhaka THE BANDLADESH OBSERVER in English 28 Mar 83 pp 1, 16 


[Text] Natun Bangla Chhatra Samaj a new student organisation, was formed at a 
representative meeting of the student leaders of different educational insti- 
tutions of Dhaka city at 236 Tajmahal Road in city on Saturday. 


Natun Bangla Chhatra Samaj aimes at re-establishing congenial atmosphere in the 
field of education for accelerating the path of a healthy and people-oriented 
student politics in the country. 


Presided over by Mr Rafiqul Haq Hafiz Convener of the Chhatra Samaj; the meet- 
ing declared that the primary function of the organisation would be to refur- 
bish the image of the student community at home and abroad and to materialise 
the ideals of democracy through tolerance and solving the issues by mutual 


discussion. 


The meeting also said that the newly-formed organisation would not be affiliated 
to any political organisation and it would utilise the student force to pave the 
way for political and economic emancipation of the country. The Chhatra Samaj 
has declared its total support to the 18-point programme of General Ershad. 


The Chhatra Samaj takes up a programme to free the student community from the 
influence of unscrupulous nonstudent political groups and individuals. The 

new student body would shun the path of violence and work relentlessly to or- 
ganise the students to contribute to the nation-building activities in future. 


The meeting reviewed the existing condition of the student politics in the coun- 
try and viewed with concern that the student community has failed to uphold 
their traditional role as vanguard of al] the movements during the post- 


liberation period. 


This has happened because of the innitration of outsiders and antisocial ele- 
ments in the educational arena. The meeting warned miscreants who in the garb 
of so-called students, have resorted to violence in Dhaka University campus 
and other educational institutions in the country. 


The meeting also sounded warning against those vested interest groups and 
coteries who are misleading the student community for their petty interest. 
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The meeting formed a 4l-member Central Conventing Committee of the Natun Bangla 
Chhatra Samaj with Mr Rafiqul Haq Hafiz as its convener. 


Following are the members of the committee: Mr A.K.M. Anwarul Islam (Ratan), 
V.P. Sadat University College Chhatra Sangstad Tangail and Vice President of 
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Del Central Committee and President Tangaij district 
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal. Mr Abdul Halim, G.S. Jagannath University College 
Chhatra Sangsad and member Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal Central Committee, Mr Iqbal 
Hossain (Babul), Adarsha College Dhaka and member; Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal Cen- 
tral Committee. Mr Touhidul Karim (Touhid) VP Jashimuddin Hall Students Union 
D.U. and member Central Committee of JCD. Sk. Nazrul Islam, Sir F. Rahman Hall 
D.U. and member Central Committee JCD. and Vice-President, D.U. Committee of 
JCD Sirajuddin Ahmed V.P. Titumir College Chhatra Sangsad, Dhaka and member 

JCD Dhaka city branch Mr Zahirul Huq Zahir, S.M. Hall D.U. amd convener JCD S.M. 
Hall branch Mr S.M. Faisal Chisti Kabi Jashimuddin Hall, D.U. and Joint Secre- 
tary JCD Dhaka city branch, and member JCD Central Committee. Mr Mojaheed Ali 
Centu Surya Sen Hall D.U. Information Secretary of JCD Mr Abu Mohammad Shoeb 


A.G.S. Suhrawardy Hall Chhatra Sangsad, D.U. 


Mr Rahmatuliah Palash, Surva Sen Hall, D.U. and member JCD Central Committee, 
Obaidul Haq Bhuiyan V.P. Shahidullah Hall Chhatra Sangsad, DU Nasiruddin Mahmud 
GS Salimullah Hall Chhatra Sangsad, D.U. Sohel Rana G.S.F. Rahman Hall Chhatra 
Sangsad, D.U. and A.G.S. JCD Dhaka city branch, S.M. Nasim, G.S. Shahidullah 
Hall Chhatra Sangsad, DU Nasiruddin Suhrawar dy College Mahmuda Begum. (Chapal) 
G.S. Rokeya-Hall Chhatra Sangsad D.U. Rafiqul Islam (Roni) Social Welfare 
Secretary Jagannat College Dhaka Mominul Huq Titu V.P. Abu Dhar Gifari College 
Chhatra Sangsad and member of JCD Dhaka city branch, Md Masiruddin, S.M. Hall, 
D.U. Jamaluddin Ahmed G.S. Mohsin Hall Chhatra Sangsad D.U. and Joint Secre- 
tary, JCD Dhaka University branch Obaidul Huq G.S. Titumir College Chhatra 
Sangsad, Dhaka Md Sharafuddin D.U. member JCD Central Committee Md Humayun 


Kabir member DUCSU. 


Tapan Mojumder, Jagannath Hall D.U. and member JCD Central Committee Joinal Abe 
din, F.H. Hall D.U. Nazma Kabir. Rokeya Hall D.U. Golam Mustafa (Arefin) S.M. 
Hall D.U. Md Mohsin, G.S. Kazi Nazrul Islam College Chhatra Sangsad Zahiruddin 
Khan, Surva Sen Hall DU Md Fatik, Jagannath College Dhaka Shahid Ahmed Khondaker 
of DU and Organising Secretary, Bangladesh Chhatra League (Prodhan) Central 
Committee Mostafa Ali Khakon D.U. member BCL (Prodhan) Central Committee Md 
Nizamuddin Khokon, D.U. and President Jagannath College Branch of BCL (F-C 
group) Md Noman S.M. Hall D.U. Chhatra College branch of JCD Md Nurul Islam 
Nuru Ideal College Dhaka and member of JCD Central Committee Syed Nazmul Islam 
Shailu Surya Sen Hall D.U. Biplobi Chhatra Union Md Abdus Sobhan Jagannath 
College and member of BCL (Jalal-Jahangir) and Mohammad Shahid, Shahidullah Hall 


DU and AGS DU branch of JCD. 
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BANGLADESH 


MEMBERS ASK REORGANIZATION OF BNP 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 28 Mar 83 pp 1, 16 


[Text] The convention of the like-minded leaders and workers of the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) scheduled to be held on April 2 morning at Beauty cinema 
at Mirpur will primarily request the Chairman of the party to revitalise the 
organisation which could play effective role as an opposition political party. 


Talking to THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER on Sunday night Mr Shamsul Huda Choudhury 
former Minister and one of the main organiser of the convention said that they 
do not want to break the party but to activate and reorganise it. 


The main objective of the convention is to make BNP into a living organisation 
Mr Choudhury said. 


He further added that 57 leaders of the party including former Ministers, MP's, 
presidents and secretaries of district units in a letter on March 4 last called 
upon the party chairman Mr Justice Abdus Sattar to reorganise BNP. They felt 
that as the party was not in power it has to play a different role in the 
changed situation. In the letter they demanded recasting of the office bear- 
ers appointing a new secretary general because the present encumbent was a busy 
person and cannot run the party as the time demand. They also demanded expul- 
sion of Mr Harunur Rashid Barristar Nazmul Huda and Mr Ferdaus Ahmed Qureshi 

as they issued political statements after the changeover of March 24 without 
clearance from party hierarchy. They suggested in the letter to convene a 
meeting of the party's 180-member national executive committee to discuss these 


things and take steps. 


Mr Choudhury alleged that party Chairman did not take action as suggested by 
them. 


The organisers of the convention also holds the view that Begum Khaleda Zia 
should maintain absolute neutrality. 


Meanwhile Mr Justice Sattar Chairman Dr. Badruddoza Choudhury Secretary General 
and Begum Khaleda Zia warned the organisers of the convention of disciplinary 
action. They said that the party has no connection with the convention. 


However support to the convention continues. In a joint statement on Sunday 
52 leaders of the party expressed their full support to the convention. The 
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signatories to the statement include former Ministers Mr Shamsul Huda Choudhury, 
Dr. M.A. Matin, Mr Reazuddin Ahmed, Dr. Amina Rahman, Mr. Abdur Rahman, Mr 

Sunil Kumar Gupta, Mrs Quamrunnahar Zafar, Mr Ruhul Amin Howladar, 37 MP's, two 
standing committee members, five members of the Executive Committee and Joint 


Secretary General. 


CSO: 4600/1961 
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BANGLADESH 


RSHAD MESSAGE ON DISCRIMINATION ELIMINATION DAY 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 21 Mar 83 pp l, 12 
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BANGLADESH 


ERSHAD SPEAKS AT UPGRADING OF BHURUNGAMARA THANA 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 25 Mar 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Bhurungamari (Rangpur), Mar. 24:--The Chief Martial Law Administrator 
Lt Gen H.M. Ershad today inaugurated the upgradation of the Bhurungamari thana 
with a clarion call to strengthen the Government efforts to achieve economic 
emancipation of the people, reports BSS. 


He said the present Government after accepting the responsibility a year back 
had been working on various reformative programmes aimed at organising the 
whole population particularly the rural masses with the Government's initiative 


to attain real development of the country. 


All our policy programmes are directed towards the uplift of rural Bangladesh 
as no development would be positive leaving the 68,000 villages outside the pur- 
view of the development efforts, he emphasised. 


The CMLA declared amidst thunderous appisuse that the Government within the 
short time of brief one year had not only announced the salient features of its 
policy ~re .ammes but also started the implementation of these programmes with 
the act. ~ cooperation of the people. The people are now getting the benefits 
of various reformative measures he added. 


Gen Ershad expressed the firm determination that with implementation of these 
policy programmes, it would be possible to achieve self-reliance in all sec- 
tors of national economy and ameliorate the sufferings of the common people. 


He recalled the pledges made to the nation by his government a year ago and 
said "we are going ahead in fulfilling these pledges by implementing various 
reforms the first being the reorganisation of the administration and the judi- 
ciary". One hundred and fifty five thanas have already been upgraded to take 
the administration to the door-step of the people and by April next the number 
will reach 212 he said adding: We hope to complete the process of upgradation 


by the end of this year. 


The upgraded thanas are now throbbing with activities as the people are taking 
active part in the development activities he pointed out. 


The CMLA referred to the decentralisation of judiciary and said that the rural 
people were being immensely benefited by it. The people are no more to wait 
for days together for the dispensation of justice he added. 
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Gen Ershad said that his Government had attached highest priority to the agri- 
culture development and some revolutionary steps had been taken in that direc- 
tion. He said that the proposed land reforms aimed at realising optimum pro- 
duction potential of lands and ensuring secure livelihood of the farmers. He 
assured it would also increase productivity and facilitate equitable distri- 


bution of wealth and income. 


The CMLA listed facilities extended by the Government for boosting agriculture 
production which included simplification of the procedure of extending apricul- 
tural loans, expansion of the irrigation network and extensive distribution of 
improved variety of seeds and fertilizers. 


The CMLA hoped that the new Industrial Policy announced by the Government would 
usher in a new era in the field of industry and pave the way for increased in- 
vestment. He said that the disinvestment of industries would give further im- 
petus to the private sector for increased production through fair competition. 


The industrial policy would also ensure a secure livelihood to the workers hav- 
ing their dignity restored, he said adding the industrial sector have to be 
developed on a faster pace to supplement the agriculture sector. 


Turning to the alarming growth of population, Gen Ershad called for checking 
the population growth effectively. We would have to limit the size of the pop- 
ulation and at the same time make best uses of the available manpower and in- 
digenous resources to accelerate the development process, he said. 


All our development efforts would be negated if we fail to contain the present 
population growth rate, he observed. ; 


Speaking on the education policy, Gen Ershad said that all of us were in agree- 
ment that the present education system which we inherited from the colonial 
past did not suit our condition and requirements. We have to recast the educa- 
tion system and make it more realistic suiting our national requirements so 
that the students do not suffer from frustration about their future career, he 


elaborated. 


Education have to be work-oriented and meaningful to meet the challenge of the 
time he asserted. 


Gen Ershad urged the women to come forward in contributing their share in the 
national economic development. He said the women being the 50 per cent of the 
population should be ensured of their rightful place in the society and be asso- 
ciated in the development initiative of the country from their sphere of activi- 
ties. The Government wants all the hands to work together for the upliftment 


of the country, he added. 


Regarding restoration of real democracy Gen Ershad said the election to the thana 
and Union Parishads are being held by the end of this year paving the way for 
general election which is expected towards the end of the next year. 


He expressed the hope that peace and stability would be maintained so that the 
process could be completed along with the implementation of the development 


programmes in due course of time. 


CSO: 4600/1957 oh 


























BANGLADESH 


IMPROVEMENT REPORTED IN SECOND QUARTER EXPORTS 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 24 Mar 83 pp l, 8 


[Text] Bangladesh export trade which faced setback in the first quarter of the 
current financial year has picked up considerably so as to achieve 61.56 per 
cent target with four more months still ahead, according to an authentic source. 


Against a stipulated export target of Tk. 1550 crore during 1982-83 the country's 
total export reached Tk. 1016.68 crore by the end of February. In two sectors, 
tea and frozen food, respective targets have been exceeded, it is learnt. 


Elaborating the point further the source stated that tea has so far fetched Tk. 
88.74 crore as against Tk. 82 crore for the entire financial year. In respect 
of a nontraditional item such as frozen food, exports during the period under 
review totalled Tk. 119.67 crore surpassing the target by Tk. 11.67 crore. 
Price hike of tea in the international market has helped the export earning go 


up. 


As for raw jute "feasible target" has been achieved with the export figure of 
Tk. 160.40 crore in eight months against the target of Tk. 244 crore for the 

whole financial year. The fact remains the performance in this sector during 
the first quarter of the year was cause for concern of the relevant quarters. 


Meanwhile, the international market for raw jute has rallied to a considerable 
extent. In the beginning of the season export of raw jute slumped to Tk. 1100 
per bale against the expected price of Tk. 1220 per bale. Although there re- 
mains a gap between the expected price and the actual price obtaining in the 
international market the Export Promotion Bureau is quite "hopeful" about cov- 


ering up the gap "considerably". 





Regarding jute goods the performance is not that good sixty-one per cent target 
has been achieved from July '82 to February '83, the export figure being Tk. 
449.40 crore against Tk. 732 crore estimated to be earned from jute manufactures, 
jute carpet and jute yarn-twine together. However, jute yarn and twine has 

done quite well with Tk. 17.07 crore against the estimated Tk. 30 crore. 


Incidentallv, targets for both raw jute and jute goods exports was apparently 
"unattainable" because of reasons more than one. The effects of world-wide 
economic recession notwithstanding, export target for 1982-83 had been fixed 
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at a height which exceeded the actual performance of the previous financial 
year by about Tk. 190 crore in respect of raw jute and jute goods. 


In two more sectors such as leather and naptha--furnace oil there has been en- 
couraging response from foreign buyers. Leather exports up to February totalled 
Tk. 81.37 crore while that of naptha and furnace oil stood at Tk. 53.58 crore. 
These two items are behind the year's target by Tk. 48.63 crore and Tk. 21.42 
crore, respectively. Ready made garments have already exceeded the 81-82 per- 
formance although far behind the current year's stipulation. 


Dwelling upon the factors responsible for unsatisfactory export performance an 
authentic source stated that international market manoeuverings apart, there 
were certain internal factors also causing difficulties for exporters. Noting 
that export is an "integrated effort" of entrepreneurs, banks, insurance com- 
panies, etc., the source observed that export credit as also shipment facilities 
are genuine problems standing in the way of more meaningful execution of the 
government export policy. Export credit was reportedly an “acute” problem 
facing the entrepreneurs without removal of which an import-oriented economy 
cannot be helped the source added. 


CSO: 4600/1955 
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BANGLADESH 


REPORT GIVES HIGHLIGHTS OF SECOND FIVE-YEAR PLAN 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 24 Mar 83 ppl, 8 


[Text] The Second Plan with final size at Taka 17,200 crore was approved on 
Tuesday. The plan sets an annual growth rate of 5.4 per cent for the remain- 
ing period when an estimated Taka 8,050 crore will be spent. 


The major emphasis is on agricultural and rural development including water 
resources exploitation programme. 


The energy sector will get next preference with plan for fuel substitution pro- 
gramme. 


It gives the private sector a larger allocation than what was provided in the 
original Taka 25,595 crore plan. The allocation was raised to Taka 6,106 crore 


from Taka 5,470 crore. 


There was considerable cut in public sector being Taka 11,125 crore from the 
original allocation of Taka 20,125 crore. 


The plan also lays due emphasis on population control and universal primary 
education. 


Basic Needs Strategy 


With basic needs strategy, the plan will endeavour during the remaining two 
years to mobilise domestic resources to lessen dependence on foreign assistance. 


According to reliable sources, the basic strategy had been to use optimally 
available resources. Accordingly, it was found that the growth rate for next 
two year would not be more than 5.4 per cent annually with the current avail- 
ibility of resources both from internal and external sources. 


Efforts will be made to increase contribution of domestic resource from origi- 
nal project of 4.3 per cent to 7.4 per cent and reduce the dependence on for- 
eign aid from 9.8 per cent of GDP to 5 per cent by 1985. 


As a result the taxation rate would rise from current 4.3 per cent of the GDP 
to 7.4 per cent. 
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Food: Major Objective 


It will provide adequate support to current government plan to decentralise 
administration, development of local administration, improvement of management 
in public sector and inventive to private sector. 


The plan's major objective will continue to be self-sufficiency in food and set 
a target of production of foodgrains at 17.5 million tons by 1985. 


The Planning Commission while reviewing the performance of the economy during 
the current year noted that the growth rate would be about 6 per cent with the 
rate of inflation ranging between 12 and 15 per cent by June next. 


The first half of the year had been very bad while an expansionary note was per- 
centible in the later half of the year. Production began to pick up while sales 
of consumer goods that had almost stopped started. 


Recessionary Drag Over 
An economist said, the recessionary drag was nearly over. 


Nearly all sectors of economy fared badly with the only silver lining in agri- 
culture sector. There was no growth in construction sector while it was mini- 


mal in industrial sector. 


Planners are optimistic that there would be some relief in employment sector 
with the Food for Works Programme continuing. 


They noted that the remittances from Bangladeshis working abroad were improving 
while there had been considerable slackening in foreign aid sector causing eco- 
nomic structural regidity. 


Meanwhile the Planning Commission completed the prelude to the 20-year perspec- 
tive Plan till 2000 A.D. A dialogue will soon be undertaken to prepare the 
plan which will incorporate the experience of the first two plans of the coun- 


try. 


CSO: 4600/1954 
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BANGLADESH 


REPORT ON WORKSHOP ON TRANSNATIONAL BANKING 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 21 Mar 83 p 12 
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BANGLADESH 


GOVERNMENT STUDYING EXPORT OF MANPOWER 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 16 Mar 83 pp 1, 8 


[Text] The government is actively considering a package of new measures to 
raise the export of manpower and the inflow of foreign exchange remittances. 


The Ministry of Manpower has proposed for extension of various facilities to 
the manpower recruiting agents at par with the general exporters, simplifica- 
tion of banking facilities, procurement of contracts for construction works in 
the Middle East and simplification of customs clearance system for the Bangla- 
deshis returning home from abroad. 


Other proposals of the ministry include improvement of the system of remitting 
money from the overseas countries, wide publicity of the facilities for invest- 
ment of foreign exchange remittances in the country and regularising and expand- 
ing of Bangladesh Biman services to the Middle East countries. 


The Manpower Ministry has also suggested for the removal of barriers from issu- 
ing clearance to those who are willing to seek jobs abroad by the government 
and semi-government organisations and to reduce the graduate and diploma engin- 
eers' length of service in the country to qualify for overseas employment. 


According to another proposal, arrangement for the removal of difficulties in 
getting visa from the embassies of Middle East countries including Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates, Kuwait and Libya in Dhaka has to be made. 


These proposals were tabled before the National Council for Exports at its meet- 
ing yesterday. 


Remittances by the Bangladeshis working abroad came to Tk. 260.08 crore in Jan- 
uary and February this year as against Tk. 130.71 crore earned in the corres- 
ponding period of the last year. The total sum of remittances from the begin- 
ning of 1976 to February in 1983 stood at Tk. 3142 crore. 


A number of 2,18,271 Bangladeshis went abroad with employment during last seven 
years from 1976 to 1982. Of them, 40,397 procured employment in the foreign 
countries through government agencies while the private agents sent 62,345 and 
1,16,529 persons managed overseas employment at their own initiatives. Sixteen 
countries absorbed these Bangladeshis. 
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The highest number ot Bangladeshi manpower that constitutes 27.71 percent of 
the total manpower so far employed abroad was recruited by Iraq which was fol- 
lowed by Saudi Arabia (25.30 percent) and Oman (12.30 percent). | 


Following approval of the new manpower export policy in a meeting of the Cabinet 
the Manpower Minister visited some Middle East countries recently. Consequent 
upon his visit the Bangladesh government has been able to exchange draft bilat- 
eral agreements with Qatar and Jordan for exports of manpower while a memoran- 
dum of understanding has been signed between Bangladesh and Oman. 


The manpower ministry took some steps in last few months to streamline manpower 
export. One of these steps is that the eligiblity of the employers and the 
pay scales have to be certified by the Bangladesh mission in the employers’ 


country. 


And in the case of those countries where Bangladesh has no embassy the manpower 
recru’ ing agents will have to procure certificates containing assurance for 
visa from the missions of those countries in Bangladesh. The agents will pledge 
that they will bring back the persons sent abroad by them at their own expendi- 
tures if the employees face an adverse situation there. 


The agents are not permitted to recruit manpower if any case of irregularity is 
detected against them. 


The National Council for Exports has received request from the Ministry of Man- 
power to consider the difficulties in recruiting doctors and engineers. 





In the past there was no restriction on the doctors and engineers to leave the 
country with foreign jobs. Consequently, many of them left the country with 


employment abroad. 


The Cabinet decided in last April to impose a precondition that the doctors 
would require to complete five years’ service in the country including three 
years’ service in the rural areas. It was also decided that 25 percen?’. of the 
newly passed doctors would be permitted to leave the country every yea~. 


The quota could not be fulfilled due to the restriction. Every year about 600 
graduate engineers and 2,158 diploma engineers are produced. According to the 
Institution of Engineers, the number of graduate engineer now unemployed is 150 
and more than 850 engineers are part-timers in different organisations. 


Earlier the Abu Dhabi Government in a letter to the Ambassador of Bangladesh to 
the country requested for 163 graduate engineers for employment in the hydro- 
electric department of the country. The acceptance of the request will raise 
the prospect of further recruitment of manpower from Bangladesh in that country, 


the ministry opines. 


The proposal of the ministry submitted to the Council about the employment of 
engineers in the foreign countries is that the graduate engineers should be 
allowed to leave the country after 3 years of service in the country instead 
of 5 years while in the case of diploma engineers the service length has been 
suggested to be reduced from three years to two years. 


CSO: 4600/1943 
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BANGLADESH 


LAND REFORMS COMMITTEE REPORTS, RECOMMENDATIONS NOTED 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 21 Mar 83 pp 1, 8 


[Text] The Land Reforms Committee has recommended land holding ceiling of 30 
bighas in flood controlled areas and 50 bighas in other areas for absentee 


owners of cultivable land. 


The ceiling for each farming family was recommended at 75 bighas in flood con- 
trolled areas and 100 bighas in other areas. 


The committee suggested that the excess land be converted into khas land for 
which owners will be given compensation. 


The committee also recommended a ceiling of 5 kathas for Dhaka, Chittagong, 
Rajshahi and Khulna cities. 


The report of the Land Reforms Committee was submitted to the Chief Martial Law 
Administrator, Lt Gen H.M. Ershad yesterday by its Chairman A.Z.M. Obaidullah 
Khan who is also the Minister of Agriculture. 


The committee suggested 30 per cent of the investment of the commercial banks 
in the agriculture sector. 


The committee also recommended interest-free loans for landless peasants and 
share-croppers. 


It suggested a number of measures for protecting the interest of share-croppers. 


The land emerged from river beds (char) should be surveyed and be given lease 
to the adjacent peasants, the committee said. 


On problems of small holdings, the committee observed that development of lands 
and extension of agriculture, industrialisation, controlling population growth 
and overall development of the country are the only solution to further frag- 


mentation of lands. 


The Chief Martial Law Administrator while receiving the report is learnt to 
have directed the committee to publish it immediately for eliciting public 
opinion. The recommendations would be considered by the Government only after 
assessing public opinion, the CMLA added. 
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Mr Anwar Hussain, member of the Land Reforms Committee, however, differed with 
some of the recommendations. 


In a letter to the chairman of the committee Mr Anwar Hussain, who is also edi- 
tor of daily ITTEFAQ said the recommendations might be ineffective as in the 


past. 


Although he did not wholly disagree with fixing of land ceiling he said, "think- 
ing good for a few on behalf of the whole nation is one thing and imposition of 
"good thinking’ on the people is another thing." 


"I regret to say that a similar attitude is reflected in the basic recommenda- 
tions which cannot be accepted on questions of economic development of the 
country and well-being of the people,’ he added. 


Mr Hussain said, "the policy which entails control and domination in every step 
may benefit some of the people in controlling organisations. But it cannot in- 
spire or encourage individuals, entrepreneurs and investors who constitute the 
lifeline of economy." He thought that this approach should have received prior- 
ity while making recommendations for land reforms. 


On land ceiling Mr Hussain said it had made complicated the methods of deter- 
mining the ceiling in many ways. 


The nine-member Land Reforms Committee was set up by the Government on July 31 
with the terms of reference: 


(a) Identify problems and constraints of the existing land system in realising 
optimum productive potential of land; 


(b) Suggest reform measures in relation to ownership, management and utilisa- 
tion of land for increasing productivity and facilitating equitable distribution 


of wealth and income; and 


(c) Administrative organisation and methods for implementation of reform mea- 
sures. 


The committee was to submit its report to the CMLA by November 30 last. 


The committee examined replies to the questionnaire received from about -6 thou- 
sand people throughout the country while making the recommendations. 


CSO: 4600/1950 
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BANGLADESH 


REPORTAGE ON VISIT OF ISLAMIC BANK PRESIDENT 


Loan Appeal Expected 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 21 Mar 83 pp 1, 8 


[Text] The President of Islamic Development Bank (IDB) Dr. Ahmed Mohammed Ali 
arrives at Dhaka today at the invitation of the Minister for Finance and Plan- 


ning Mr A.M.A. Muhith. 


He will be received by the Minister at the airport. During his three-day stay 
Dr. Ali will call on Chief Martial Law Administrator, DCMLA Air Vice Marshal 
Sultan Mahmud, Minister for Finance and Planning and Industries and Commerce. 
He will visit East-West inter-connector and project site of the Chittagong 


Urea Fertilizer Factory. 


It is believed, Bangladesh will request the IDB to extend the period of re- 
payment and at the same time to reduce the markup to five per cent during the 
current visit of the IDB President. 


Regarding the future loan, the source said, Bangladesh had already sought 30 
million US dollars from IDB to implement the Joypurhat Limestone and Cement 
complex as one of the cofinanciers. Besides, a number of infrastructural and 
agricultural project already submitted to IDB might also be discussed during 


the visit. 


Under the lease financing scheme, a total of eight proposals for procuring sec- 
ond hand ocean-going ship by private sectors had been sent to IDB of which four 
were appraised. These proposals are in the process of being finalised soon. 


The source further said that Bangladesh is expected to receive another 25 mil- 
lion US dollars for procurement of crude oil under foreign trade financing oper- 
ation. The fund is expected to be available after the IDB meeting to be held 


in April this year. 


An equity line of credit of 10 million US dollars for Bangladesh Shilpa Bank 
and Bangladesh Shilpa Rin Sangstha will also be placed to the President during 


the current visit. 


The authorised capital of the bank is two billion Islamic dinars divided into 
200,000 shares having face value of 10,000 Islamic dinars. 
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The value of the Islamic dinar, which is the unit of account in the bank, is 
equivalent to one SDR (special drawing right of IMF). 


The present subscribed capital of the bank is 1822.67 million Islamic dinars 
(US dollars 1295.14 million) payable in freely convertible currency acceptable 
to the bank. Initial subscribed capital was 870 Islamic dinar. Bangladesh 
holds 3000 shares equivalent to Islamic dinar 20 million (US dollars 24 million 


approximately). 


Bank President's Arrival 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 22 Mar 83 pp 1, 8 


[Text] President of the Islamic Development Bank Dr. Ahmed Mohammed Ali arrived 
in Dhaka yesterday on a 3-day visit to Bangladesh to identify new "areas of 
cooperation and review the on-going projects funded by the Bank," reports BSS. 


Dr. Ali, who is leading a four-member delegation, was received at the airport 
by the Minister for Finance and Planning, Mr A.M.A. Muhith. 


Talking to newsmen at the Zia international airport, the IDB Chief said that 
there existed a "very cordial and constructive" cooperation between Bangladesh 
and the Bank and during the visit he would exchange ideas with his hosts to 
strengthen the existing cooperation. 





The IDB appreciates the continuous support from the people and the Government 
of Bangladesh to develop the bank as an institution to play its role in the 
development of muslim countries. 


Asked to give his impression about utilisation of banks fund in Bangladesh, Dr. 
Ali said that the country was making use of the fund "very well". 


He will also visit East-West electrical interconnector project site at Aricha, 
Chittagong urea fertilizer project site, Kaptai, and Sonali Paper and Board 


Mills at Demra. 


Asked if the Bank would extend soft-term loan to Bangladesh, Dr. Ali said that 
the major priority was on the infrastructure projects and added, "We will look 
for and identify the projects which are eligible for receiving such loans". 


Asked if the drop in the oil price would affect the contribution of the oil ex- 
porting countries to the bank, he said that the member countries had already 
decided to raise their contribution two years ago and it was expected that they 
would honour their commitment. Financing of the Bank is already decided, Dr. 


Ali added. 


Replying to a question, Dr. li said that Bangladesh proposal for liberalising 
the lending terms of the Bank was under review and consideration. 


The IDB President said that the Bank's diversified operations include loan and 
project assistance, equity participation leasing and technical assistance for 


agro-industrial and social projects. 
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He said that the Bank has also long term foreign trade financing programme to 
support and promote trade between Muslim countries. In this connection, he 
mentioned the foreign trade financing support to Sudan and Niger for importing 


jute direct from Bangladesh. 


Dr. Ali said that leasing of ships after purchase was originally a Bangladesh 
proposal and Bangladesh had already received a ship under the programme. 


Asked to name the number one recipient of the Bank fund, the IDB Chief said that 
the diversified loan programme of the Bank was meted out to members to meet their 
different types of needs. That is why it cannot be pinpointed, he added. 


Bangladesh has so far received 314.97 million U.S. dollars from the Bank as 
project loan assistance and equity and short term financing for importing essen- 


tial commodities and raw materials. 


The major bank funded projects in Bangladesh, a founding member of the IDB are: 
Zia international airport, procurement of ships for Bangladesh Shipping Corpor- 
ation, East-West electrical interconnector project and Chittagong Urea Ferti- 


lizer Factory. 


Bangladesh is now persuading IDB for co-financing a fertilizer company, lime- 
stone mining and cement complex and power transmission and distribution projects 
for public sector, procurement of ships, provision of equity capital for selected 
projects and chemical plants in the private sectors and increased foreign trade 


financing, support to complement import financing. 


The other members of the IDB President's entourage are: Dr. El Saieed Abdul 
Karim, Mr Muzaffar Gul and Mr Yousef Egel. 


M.A. Khan 


Dr. Ahmed Mohammad Ali, yesterday afternoon, called on the DCMLA and Minister 
for Communications, Rear Admiral M.A. Khan, at his Secretariat office. 


He remained with the DCMLA for some time and discussed about the IDB's assist- 
ance in modernising and replacing the uneconomic and old ships of Bangladesh 


Shipping Corporation. 


Dr. Ahmed Mohammad Ali assured the DCMLA of all possible assistance in this re- 
gard. 


Bangladesh Shipping Corporation has procured one ship with the assistance of 
the Islamic Development Bank. 


Sultan Mahmud 


Dr. Ahmed Mohammad Ali, yesterday called on the Deputy Chief Martial Law Admin- 
istrator and Minister for Energy, Air Vice Marshal Sultan Mahmud at his Secre- 


tariat office. 
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The discussed the matters of mutual interest including further assistance of 
the Bank for the energy and petroleum sector of Bangladesh. 


Talks 


The visiting President of Islamic Development Bank (IDB), Dr. Ahmed Mohammad 
Ali, has assured the Bank's continued support to Bangladesh for promotion of 


her jute export. 


The assurance came when the IDB President called on Finance and Planning Minis- 
ter A.M.A. Muhith at the Planning Commission yesterday afternoon. 


Dr. Ali emphasised economic cooperation among the Muslim countries and explored 
the possibility of export of jute goods under the Bank's financing to countries 
who are not purchasing jute goods from Bangladesh due to financial difficulties. 


During the meeting the IDB's operation in Bangladesh was reviewed with special 
reference to a new line of equity financing for the Bangladesh Shilpa Bank. 


A larger programme is expected in the future in this field on the basis of an 
assessment of the current programme which is nearing completion. 


Mr Muhith apprised the IDB President of the importance of Joypurhat Limestone 
and Cement Complex and indicated that after a comprehensive study the project 
has been revised .ad its economic viability established. 


He pointed out that this project will need co-financing by various donors to 
the tune of 250 million US Dollars. 


A number of infra-structural projects, particularly in water resources develop- 
ment and irrigation programmes, notably the Khoai irrigation project were also 


discussed. 


They also discussed equity participation of the IDB in private industrial proj- 
ects. Procurement of ships by both public and private sectors also came up in 


the discussion. 


President's Press Conference 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 24 Mar 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Dr. Ahmed Mohammad Ali President Islamic Development Bank (IDB) said in 
Dhaka on Wednesday that the expansion of IDB's financial operations in Bangla- 
desh would depend on the availability of "bankable projects" as much as the 
quicker pace of utilisation of funds already approved. 


He felt that the case for additional funding arrangements from the IDB would 
receive every consideration ‘f the funds sanctioned earlier by the bank could 

be utilised more expeditiously. He referred to the operations of Bangladesh 
Shilpa Bank (BSB) and pointed out that out of five million dollars equity assist- 
ance given by IDB to BSB only 50 per cent of the funds could so far be utilised 
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hy BSB. He was of the view that launching of more prefitable projects in the 
private sector with the assistance from BSB would help accelerate the pace of 
utilisation of funds along successful lines. 


Addressing a Press conference at the State Guest House "Meghna" the IDB Presi- 
dent noted with satisfaction that the IDB assisted projects like Zia Interna- 
tional Airport and East-West Inter-Connector had been completed. He stated 
that a number of public sector projects in industrial, agro-industrial and 
infra-structural areas in Bangladesh were now under consideration for future 
funding by the bank. Jaypurhat limestone and Mining Project is also included 
among those projects now under active consideration of IDB he added. 


About the number of projects now under discussion for future funding arrange- 
ments from the IDB Mr Mohammad Ali observed that it would not be proper to 
specify the number at this state as discussions were st“il on. 


Asked about the reasons for slow utilisation of IDB credit and equity funds in 
Bangladesh the IDB President felt that problems relating to utilisation of funds 
were common to developing countries like Bangladesh. He did not elaborate fur- 


ther on this issue. 


The IDB chief saw no reason for apprehending any funding crisis for the bank in 
view of the prevailing oil crisis and pointed out that the member countries of 
the IDB were honouring their commitments made two years ago to the bank. 


Answering a question on the IDB's balance-of-payments supporting role for the 
developing countries like Bangladesh he pointed out that the bank was not a 
monetary fund. However the IDB's foreign trade financing operations have defi- 


nite trade expansionary effects he observed. 


About the IDB's operations in Bangladesh Mr Mohammad Ali said that long-term 
financing from the bank since its inception till now would total 56 million 
U.S. dollars. Foreign trade financing operations of the bank covering 17 set 
lines including import financing for crude, palm oil, cement clinker and cot- 
ton would again total 240 million U.S. dollars he added. 


The IDB President expressed his satisfaction over "useful discussions" and 
fruitful exchange of views' which the members of his delegation had with the 
Bangladesh authorities during their stay in Dhaka. He was highly appreciative 
of the continuous support which Bangladesh had been extending to the IDB since 
its inception in 1975 as the first bank operating on an international scale in 
accordance with the Islamic Shariat. 


The visiting President of Islamic Development Bank Dr. Ahmed Mohammad Ali vis- 
ited on Wednesday the Sonali Paper and Board Mills a private sector factory 
producing duplex board financed by IDB. He went round the mills Mr Mafizuri 


Rahman Secretary ERD was with him. 


CSO: 4600/1951 
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BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


NEW CHILEAN AMBASSADOR--Mr Tomas Vasquez has been appointed Ambassador of the 
Republic of Chile to Bangladesh with residence in New Delhi, reports BSS. Born 
in 1926 Mr Vasquez had his education in the University of Chile (Santiago). He 
joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1947. He served as Consul in New 
York and Argentina in 1953 and 1955 respectively. In 1971 he was posted to the 
Chilean embassy in Paris as Minister-Counsellor. Mr Vasquez was designated as 
Ambassador of Chile to India in 1979. Mr Vasquez participated in many confer- 
ences of ECLA, UNIDO, UNCTAD and ILO. He has been decorated by the governments 
of Argentina, Peru, Ecuador and France. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER 
in English 15 Mar 82 p 12] 


EXPORTS PROGRESS--A meeting of the National Council on exports was held in Dhaka 
on Tuesday night with Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt Gen H. M. Ershad in 

the chair, reports ENA. The meeting discussed the progress of exports during 
the first seven months of the current financial year and various problems and 
stressed the increase of export earnings by removing the problems. The meet- 
ing also discussed export of more manpower besides export of traditional goods. 
The meeting expressed satisfaction over the export earnings of Tk. 904 crore 
during the first seven months of the current financial year compared to Tk. 875 
crore during the corresponding period of last year. Export receipts from leath- 
er, frozen food and tea recorded a marked increase. It was pointed out that 
during the first two months of the current financial year earnings from export 
of manpower stood at Taka 260.08 crore while the earnings on this count was 

Taka 130.71 crore during the corresponding period of last year. [Text] [Dhaka 
THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Mar 83 p 1] 


LAND ACQUISITION RULES--The Council of Ministers has decided to amend the Im- 
movable Property Acquisition and Requisition Ordinance of 1982 in the interest 
of the public, reports BSS. The decision was taken at a meeting of the Council 
held in Dhaka on Sunday night with the Chief Martial Law Administrator, Lt Gen 
H.M. Ershad in the chair. The amendment will empower the Deputy Commissioners 
to acquire up to 10 bighas of immovable property in the public interest and for 
the purpose of developmental work. The Divisional Commissioners will settle 
the appeals against the order of acquisition by the Deputy Commissioners while 
the government will settle appeals against order of acquisition of over 10 
bighas of land. The Council also approved the amendment proposal on Inland 
Shipping Ordinance of 1976 to enhance security measures in the navigational 
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routes of mechanised vessels and make proper traffic control arrangement in 
the Inland Waterways. The meeting directed the concerned Ministry to expand 
and strengthen the work of sinking tube-wells in the cholera affected area. 

It also ordered the Inland Water Transport Corporation to ensure communication 
between the mainland and the off-shore islands. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANCLADESH 
OBSERVER in English 22 Mar 83 p 1] 


TRADE REFORM BODY--The government has reconstituted the governing body of the 
Trade and Industrial Policy (TIP) Reform Programme. The Secretary of the In- 
dustries Division will act as the Chairman of the reconstituted board. The 
other members of the board are Governor, Bangladesh Bank, Secretary; ERD; Sec- 
retary Finance; Chairman, NBR, Secretary Statistical Division, Secretary; For- 
eign Trade, Additional Secretary; Planning Division, Managing Director, BSB; 
Managing Director, BSRS, division chief; P & A Division, Planning Commission 
Division chief, Industries Division, Planning Commission, division chief, GED 
and Evaluation Division, Planning Commission, Chairman Tariff Commission, DG; 
Industries; Vice-Chairman, Export Promotion Bureau, General Manager; IACB and 
Project Director; TIP. The last named will act as the Member Secretary of the 
board. The main purpose of the body will be to approve methodologies and basis 
of choosing macroparameters such as shadow prices for foreign exchange, inter- 
est rate and labour. The body will identify and approve priority industrial 
sub-sectors. The body will formulate policy proposals on the basis of the 
findings of the study components in consultation with concerned Ministries and 
submit policy proposals to the ECNEC/NEC for decisions. The body will stream- 
line and resolve problems relating to finance and other matters faced by indi- 
vidual TIP components. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 24 


Mar 83 p 12] 


CIVIL PROCEDURE REFORMS--The Chief Martial Law Administrator yesterday consti- 
tuted a seven-member Civil Procedure Reforms Commission with Mr Justice Md Altaf 
Hossain, Judge of the High Court Division, Supreme Court as its chairman. The 
Commission will recommend suitable amendments in the Code of Civil Procedure, 
1908, with a view to removing causes of delay in the matter of disposal of civ- 
il cases. It will also suggest other efficacious remedies for the removal of 
such causes of delay. The Commission will submit its recommendations by 

April 30. [Text] [Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 24 Mar 83 p 1] 


AMBASSADOR TO EEC--The Government has decided to concurrently accredit Mr 
Manzoor Ahmed Chowdhury, at present Ambassador of Bangladesh to Belgium, as 
Bangladesh Ambassador to the European Economic Communities, says a Handout. 
[Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 29 Mar 83 p 3] 


ISLAMIC BANK OPENS--Islami Bank Bangladesh Ltd. the third bank in the private 
sector started functioning on Wednesday at 75 Motijheel Commercial Area. The 
ceremony was followed by milad mahfil. The ceremonial inauguration of the bank 
will be held shortly. The ceremony was attended by Mr Kafiluddin Mahmud former 
Executive Vice-President of Asian Development Bank and a retired Finance Secre- 
tary of the Government, Mr A.F.M. Yahva Director General of Islamic Foundation, 
Mr Fakrul Ahsan Director Research and Development Bangladesh Bank. On behalf 
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of the Board of Directors Islami Bank Bangladesh Ltd. Mr Abdur Razzaque Laskar 
Chairman of the Board of Directors Barrister Tamizul Huq and Al-haj Mofizur 
Rahman Vice-Chairman of the bank spoke on the occasion. The Islami Bank Bangla- 
desh Ltd. is a joint collaboration of both foreign and local sponsors. Promin- 
ent among the foreign sponsors are Islamic Development Bank Jeddah Kuwait Finance 
House Dubai Islamic Bank Islamic Investment and Exchange Cooperation Qatar Bah- 
rain Islamic Bank Islamic Bank's System International Holding S.A. Luxemburg 
Jordan Islamic Bank Sheikh Anmed Salah Jamjoom (Saudia national) Sheikh Fouad 
Abduj Hameed Al-Khateeb (Saudia national) Al-Rakhi Company Rivadh the Public 
Institute of Social Security Kuwait Ministry of Justice Kuwait Department of 
Waqf and Islamic affairs Kuwait. The local sponsors are Bajtush Sharf Bangla- 
desh Islamic Centre Islamic Economic Research Bureau and Ibne Sina Trust. [Text] 
[Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 31 Mar 83 p 1] 





NATIONAL FRONT ALLIANCE TO INCLUDE 10 PARTIES--The 10-party alliance of the 
rightist and the liberal parties may soon assume the shape of a political plat- 
form with 8 common minimum programme. Insiders close to the leadership of the 
alliance told NEW NATION that the leaders of the parties in the alliance have 
agreed in favour of forming a national front and associating like-minded peo- 
ple and political forces with it. The front in all probability will be named 
Jatiya Oikyo Front. The common minimum program is: People's sovereignty and 
sovereignty and independence of the state, unfettered democracy and resistance 
to aggression. The parties in the alliance are: Democratic League, Krishak 
Sramik Party, Nizam-e-Islam, Muslim League (T-Ali group), Justice Party, Re- 
publican Party, National Awami Party (Nader group), Bangladesh Jatiya Dal 
(Amena Begum Group), Islamic Party and Ganatantrik Karmi Shibir. The decision 
to form the alliance was taken at a milad mehfil held on Saturday at the resi- 
dence of former President Khondokar Mushtaq Ahmed. The alliance leaders were 
expected to meet in next few days to select a central leader for the front. 

But one of the alliance leader told NEW NATION that they would like to wait for 
sometime more in selecting a leader. [Text] [Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 


28 Mar 83 pp l, 8] 


NEC REVIEWS PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION--A meeting of the National Economic Council 
(NEC) was held in Dhaka on Tuesday night with the Chief Martial Law Adminis- 
trator, Lt Gen H.M. Ershad in the chair, reports BSS. The meeting reviewed the 
progress of implementation of projects during July-December period of 1982-83 
development year. During the review it was observed that piogress of imple- 
mentation of projects in the first six months was satisfactory. The meeting 
took some decisions to identify the problems of the nationally important proj- 
ects and remove them. It also advised the concerned departments and organisa- 
tions to undertake inspection of the NEC projects under implementation to ex- 
pedite their completion. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 24 Mar 


83 pp 1, 8] 


REPORT ON BNP LEADERS' INDEPENDENCE DAY STATEMENT--Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Dal 
yesterday suggested to the government to immediately restore power to the elect- 
ed government. In a statement issued to the eve of the Independence Day BNP 
chairman Justice Abdus Sattar and Secretary General Dr. Badruddoza Chowdhury 
also suggested reviving the constitution suspended following the Martial Law. 
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The BNP leaders further suggested release of all political leaders including 
those of the BNP who were convicted by the Martial Law tribunal. They also 
suggested re-opening of the universities and holding an impartial inquiry into 
the incidents of February 14 and 15. On the proposed political dialogue the 
BNP leaders said people were in doubt about the success of the dialogue keep- 
ing hundreds of political leaders and workers behind the bars. They said sub- 
ject matters for the proposed dialogue can be determined only by elected rep- 
resentatives of the people. [Text] [Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 26 Mar 83 


p 1) 


TOTAL ELECTORATE--The total number of voters in the country now stands at 
4;70;17637 showing an increase of 22.55 per cent over last eight years since 
1976 according to draft electoral rolls. The draft electoral rolls shows that 
the male voters are 2.47.64.849 and female voters are 2;22,52,788. The total 
number of voters in the country in 1976 was 3;83;63;858 out of which 20034717 
were males and 1,83,29,141 were females. A Press release of the Election 
Commission issued on Sunday says that the commission will publish the draft 
electoral rolls today (Monday) throughout the country along with notice invit- 
ing claims from those persons who are eligible for enrollment but their names 
have been left out. The draft electoral rolls will be published and kept for 
inspection of the members of the public in all offices of the registration 
officers, subdivisional election officers and all offices of the Assistant 
registration officers. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 


28 Mar 83 p 1] 


SOVIET LOAN NOTED--The Bangladesh Power Development Board (PDB) signed a Taka 
192 crore contract with V.0. Technopromexport a Soviet firm on Sunday for the 
construction of a 210 MW fourth unit of the Ghorasal Thermal Power Station. 

The project involves a foreign exchange component of Tk. 188 crore which will 
be made available from the Soviet loan. According to the contract the Soviet 
firm will supply the designs, equipment, materials and technical assistance for 
the project. The project is expected to be completed by July 1987. It may be 
mentioned here that the 210 MW third unit of the power station is now under 
construction with Soviet assistance. On completion of both the units the ca- 
pacity of the power station will stand at 530 MW. Mr Md Khorshed Alam Secretary 
of Power Development Board and Mr Bogdanchikov Counsellor for Economic Affairs 
of the USSR Embassy in Bangladesh signed the contract on behalf of their re- 
spective organisations. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 


28 Mar 83 p 1] 


IMF LOAN--Washington, March 30;--International Monetary Fund (IMF) yesterday 
approved a 73 million dollar loan to Bangladesh to support the government's 
economic and financial programme, reports REUTER. The IMF said in the past 

two years, Bangladesh had suffered a sharp deterioration in its trade balance 
due to a fall in the world price of jute, its major export, and an increase 

in energy prices. The main aim of the new financial programme was to make pro- 
gress in achieving an improved balance of payments with reasonable growth and 
price stability, the agency said. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in 


English 31 Mar 83 p 1] 
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AMBASSADOR TO MOZAMBIQUE--The government has decided to concurrently accredit 
Mr Sabr Reza Karim at present High Commissioner for Bangladesh to Zimbabwe as 
Bangladesh Ambassador to Mozambique, reports BSS. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLA- 
DESH OBSERVER in English 24 Mar 83 p 12] 
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IRAN 


EMIGRE PAPER: COUNTRY SUBJECTED TO 'CULTURAL GENOCIDE' 


Paris IRAN LIBRE in French 18 Apr 83 pp 1, 2 


[Text] No one today in the West disputes any longer that Khomeynist sub- 
version has had calamitous consequences in Iran. However, in the great 
capitals of the West, the catastrophe is shown only from one angle. Polit- 
ical problems, with their financial and social repercussions, are always 
placed in the foreground. Now, this vision of events is too partial and 
fragmentary. It does not allow awareness of the true drama our people is 
living through. Admittedly, in our country, the economy is destroyed, the 
administration ruined, justice enslaved, all freedoms abolished. But there 
is still much worse. It is not only the state that is being eliminated. 

It is the nation itself that is threatened with death. 


As we have pointed out many, many times, everything is being done to encour- 
age, in Iran, the separatist tendencies of minority populations. Efforts 
are being made to break the ties which have united Turks and Persians, Kurds 
and Arabs, Baluchis and Azaris there for thousands of years. They want to 
delude each community into believing that it is not one component of a great 
whole, but a separate nation. All special services are found, and all 
propaganda is in agreement, at this stage. Let us take only one example: 
that of the Iranian Kurds. If they apply to the Islamic Republic authori- 
ties, they are immediately rejected as being Sunnis and are doomed to execu- 
tion by firing squad at the least protest. If they turn to Ghassemlou--who 
says he is Khomeyni's enemy--they are immediately enjoined to repudiate 
their nationality and declare themselves in favor of an independent Great 
Kurdistan. In both cases, they lose their true homeland and are lost to 

it. Outsiders who wish nothing more than the balkanization of Central Asia 
applaud this dilemma. Very revealing is the establishment in Paris of an 
"Association of the Kurdish People." 


Added to the danger of secession is that of disintegration. The structures 
of our people, which have made up its framework since antiquity, are crum- 
bling one after the other. The family unit, formerly so hardy, is prac- 
tically dissolved. As soon as they begin school, children are put in the 
hands of teachers whose only mission is to cut them off from their parents 
and make them, by systematic daily brainwashing, into docile instruments 

of the Islamic Republic. Some of them are recruited, at the age of 12, 
into committees which corrupt them forever. On the pretext of teaching 
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them how to handle oars and the best ways of crushing the "taghoutis," they 
are introduced to theft, drugs and rape. If their health is not impaired 

by this, they are enrolled in the army, where they become witnesses to the 
worst horrors which mark them for the rest of their days, if they escape 
mental illness. Neither are their comrades who are able to study shown any 
additional favor. They are refused access to education and are deliberately 
made into underdeveloped, uprooted individuals. 


For the theocratic power has as its objective the annihilation of our civili- 
zation. The pre-Islamic past of our people is anathematized. The account 
of the events taking place since the death of Ali is purged of its "satanic 
elements." Even worse, our language is wounded in its very genius. A 
forced arabization is reducing it, day by day, to the rank of a dialect. 
Today in Teheran, in order to succeed in life, it is of little importance 
whether or not one speaks pure Iranian. One must be capable of reading, 

in the original, the sacred books of Islam. For the second time, the Ira- 
nian people is being uprooted by force. Already in the Middle Ages, after 
the defeat of Nahavand, it was stripped of its cultural heritage. By order 
of the caliph, thousands of parchments were destroyed, the conqueror wish- 
ing to get rid of even the memory of the Achaemenids and the Sassonians. 

We are now living through an upheaval of the same order. Young Iranians 

are condemned to know nothing about Hafez and Ferdowsi in order to know only 


about Muhammad. 


Our compatriots know this full well. Every day in greater numbers, they are 
fleeing Khomeyni's hell to take refuge in the West. But on the cultural 
level, the result is the same. For an Iranian refugee can save his children 
only by denationalizing them. How could he do otherwise? For it is not by 
remaining Persian that one can find work in Paris, London or Washington. 


After Omar's conquest, it took Iran more than a century to regain its na- 
tional identity. Even conceding that the Islamic Republic may be overthrown, 
how much time would our homeland need to bring about a similar recovery? The 
situation at present is more serious than it was in the 7th century. At 

that time, willy-nilly, the elite remained on the spot. Today, it has gone 
into exile en masse and spread out to the four corners of the globe. Its 
members are cut off both from their mother country and from one another. 

Each hour that passes strains their community tie. If the cataclysm goes 

on for a few more years, we will witness the disappearance of one of the 
greatest nations in history. Cultural genocide happens to be even more 
dramatic than physical genocide. 


9434 
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PAKISTAN 


PDP TO DEFY BAN ON POLITICS 
Karachi DAWN in English 18 Apr 83 ppl, 4 


[Text] LAHORE, April 17--The defunct PDP has decided to defy the ban on 
political activities and would request the Central leadership of the MRD to 
take a similar decision to meet the challenge caused by political vacuum. 


Announcing this during an informal talk with newsmen, the acting chief of the 
PDP, Mr Arshad Chaudhri, said the decision, which the party had taken at its 
central committee meeting yesterday, would be put for approval before the 
central executive of the MRD scheduled to meet at Lahore tomorrow. 


Mr Arshad said his party had taken notice of the development that during the 
last six years or so there had been total ban on political activities with the 
result that university graduates had been kept aloof from the national poli- 
tics, and leadership for the future could not emerge. 


As a consequence, even if Martial Law was lifted after some time, the vacuum 
so caused would continue to have ita bearing on poiitical affairs leading to a 
national loss, he added. 


He said the PDP had also assessed the educational situation and had noted that 
a political party and its students’ wing had injected an element of force and 
"goondaism’ in educational institutions. 


The party--the reference being to the Jamaat-i-Islami--he alleged, was also 
procuring arms from Afghan refugee camps, and nobody knew the objectives be- 
hind this dangerous activity. 


He maintained further that the Jamaat was the only political organisation 
which was allowed access to the Afghan refugee camps and worked there. The 
late Maulana Mufti Mahmud and Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan had tried to contact 
the Afghan refugee camps but were externed from Baluchistan. 


He alleged that the Jamaat had injected the germs of national politics amcng 
the Afghan refugees who could obtain ration cards only after they had been 
enrolled by the Jamaat. 


Similarly, the students’ wing of the Jamaat had taken some young Afghan 
refugees into universities to take part in their election campaign. 
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He regretted that the Government had assigned to itself the role of first and 
foremost party in the Afghan issue, which was not in "our national interest." 
In his opinion, Pakistan should extend hospitality to the Afghan refugees but 
should remain in the background in the dispute. Instead, the various refugee 
organisations which had formed a united body should participate in the talks 

on Afghanistan. 


Pakistan, he said, should avoid taking direct clash with a Superpower on the 
issue. 


He denied that there were differences among the MRD components, and added that 
the various statements made by leaders amounted to self-accountability. 


PPI adds: The PDP has prepared a code of conduct for all political parties to 
make the MRD "more active and effective." The code would be submitted before 
the MRD Central Committee meeting here tomorrow. 


This was announced at a Press conference after a two-day meeting of the PDP 
Central Working Committee which ended here yesterday. 


CSO: 4600/580 
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PAKISTAN 


ABROGATION OF 1973 CONSTITUTION OPPOSED; ELECTIONS URGED 


Karachi AMN in Urdu 6 Apr 83 p 2 


{Column by Jumma Khan: "For Country's Honor, Elections Must Be Held"] 


[Excerpts] The 1973 constitution, accepted by all elected politicians and 
scholars, lays down what the form of government will be and how Islamic law 
will be enforced. The question of a system of government has been settled. 
To reopen this question would be to turn the clock back to 1947. Pakistan 
is among those few countries that during a brief period have experimented 
with several new forms of government and constitutions. How long will this 
process continue? We design a constitution and abrogate it. We adopt a 
form of government and discard it. We construct a building and demolish it. 
How long will a poor and underdeveloped nation like Pakistan be kept in this 
state? Let's stop forcing people to learn rudimentary lessons every few 
years, otherwise this process could take centuries. 


Many countries do not postpone elections despite bad conditions in the coun- 
try, and even when a war was involved, elections were not forsaken. This 
shows how vital elected governments are to the political life of the nation. 


In our country, the internal situation is normal. We are not involved in 
war with any country. There is no external threat and no danger looms on 
our borders. Therefore, there is no justification for delaying elections. 
Democracy should be restored and martial law should be ended. 


The public has faith in their national army. To discharge his role of im 
partial umpire, General Zia should announce a date for elections and thereby 


invite players back to the political arena. 


12286 
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PAKISTAN 


JI'S STAND ON 1973 CONSTITUTION CRITICIZED 


Karachi AMN in Urdu 9 Apr 83 p 2 


[Article by Jumma Khan: "Martial Law Should Be Used As First Aid; No Person 
Can Amend the Constitution"] 


[Excerpts] The leader of the defunct Jamaat-e Islami (JI), Mian Tufail 

Mohammad, said that martial law is analogous to first aid when the country 
faced crisis, but it should not be used as a long-term treatment. Martial 
law has been here for too long and it should be ended now as its continuous 


use is becoming dangerous to the health of the patient. 


Mian Tufail is repeating what other political leaders have been saying for 
many years. Nevertheless, the proponents of martial law have decided that 
only it can cure the ills of the country. They are not unaware of the condi- 
tion of their patient, but they do not care if the patient is getting better 
or worse. They do not know any other prescription, and they do not want the 


patient to change doctors either. 


All medications have warnings on their labels asking people not to use them 
after a certain date or there might be negative reactions. We have been 
giving the same medicine to our patient for the last 6 years. I am not 
aware if Mian Tufail is a doctor but my readings do tell me that the con- 
tinuance of martial law can be dangerous to the health of the patient. 


Mr Tufail Mohammad claims that the 1973 constitution is the safest and the 
most peaceful means of bringing the country to a civil, democratic govern- 
ment. But he adds that JI is against keeping the amendments made by Bhutto 
at will to that constitution. Mr Tufail has also demanded that there be 
requirements of character certification for candidates, separate balloting 


and proportional representation. 


Mr Bhutto did not make any changes in the 1973 constitution on his own. The 
constitution calls for a two-thirds majority for any amendment and Mr Bhutto 
followed this requirement, so that these amendments cannot be called illegal. 
As for cancelling these amendments, the law requires a two-thirds majority 
of the National Assembly to make changes and no single person has any right 
to make them null and void. JI does not want to accept these amendments 

made by a two-thirds majority of the National Assembly and wants General Zia 
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He does not have any constitutional right to do that. In 
other words, JI considers the amendments made with the approval of a two- 
thirds majority of the National Assembly illegal and thinks that General 
Zia's single-handed dismissal of them is appropriate! 


to remove them. 


As for proper character requirements for candidates, separate balloting and 
proportional representation, if the constitution allows these, nobody should 
complain about them. If these demands are against the constitution, then 
they are unacceptable. No changes can be made unconstitutionally, be they 
good or bad. The elected representatives make the constitution and the 
prime minister or the president has no right to effect changes in it. Any 
person, regardless of his status, trying to make changes in the constitu- 
tion can be impeached for infringements of the constitution under Section 6 


of the constitution. 


7997 
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PAKISTAN 


WALI KHAN REBUTS TUFAIL MOHAMMAD, JAMAAT-E ISLAMI POLICIES 


Karachi JANG in Urdu 17 Apr 83 pp l, 12 


[Article: "World Brotherhood Helping Afghan Refugees; Jamaat Should Not 
Worry; Wali Khan Criticizes Tufail Mohammad For Getting Personal"'] 


[Text] Peshawar, 16 Apr--Khan Abdul Wali Khan, leader of the defunct Na- 
tional Democratic Party, expressed his surprise at the politicians’ tendency 
to avoid discussing the country's problems. He was referring to the recent 
comment by Tufail Mohammad of Jamaat-e Islami (JI) which, according to Wali 
Khan, was more personal than political. Wali Khan talked with newsmen today 
at Peshawar airport. He said that Mian Tufail should discuss the problems 
within our country and the dangers facing us on our borders. Wali Khan added 
that such lies in the name of Islam perhaps would be allowed only in Mansoora- 
brand [JI Headquarters] Islam. He said that Tufail accused him of delaying 
elections. How could I be involved, he asked. Martial law was enacted in 
July and the elections were postponed in October, and I was in jail at that 
time. I was freed in December, he said. Wali Khan said that Mian Tufail was 
not clear on what he wants. He wants to leave the 1973 constitution untouch- 
ed and at the same time wants to have elections by proportional representa- 
tion. Wali Khar added that he is not opposed to JI's assistance to Afghan 
refugees but did not approve of this issue being forced on the country's 
domestic politics. He added that he did not understand what made Mian Tufail 
think that JI could solve the problem of Afghan refugees. This problem is 
now beyond Pakistan's powers. The world is spending millions of dollars on 
it and JI does not need to worry about it. JI should give back the money 
given it to the government for disbursement to the refugees. Wali Khan add- 
ed that Tufail Mohammad is agitated over the internal strife within the 
Jamaat and the Jamaat is using the refugee problem for its own political 

and economic gains. This is another trick from the bag of Mansoora-brand 
faith. Wali Khan added that he was surprised that Tufail had become a self- 
styled guardian of the ideology of Pakistan. "I have documented proof to 
show that the founder of JI, Maulana Maudoodi, was not only against the es- 
tablishment of Pakistan and its ideology but even declared Quaid-e Azam a 


non-Muslim." 
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ADB TEAM MAY COME IN JUNE 


Karachi DAWN in English 13 Apr 83 ppl, 10 


[Article by Shaheen Sehbai] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


MANILA, April 12: The Asian] 
Development Bank is considering; 
“a lot of large projects in 
Pakistan”. a senior official said 
today. 

In an interview with “Dawn”, Mr 
Grahame G. Muller, country man- 
ager of the Bank for Pakistan, de- 
clined to give the details bur said 
the Bank was waiting for the Sith 
Five-year Pian to be announced so: 
that specific discussions could be 
heid on these projects. “We would 
visit Pakistan in June.or July for 
the purpose.” 

Mr. Muller, who has receatiy re 
turned from a three-week visit to 
Pakistan at the head of an ADB mis- 
sion, said with rhe new Bank policy 
of participating in equity capital of 
projects, in collaboration with the 
private sector, Pakistan could be a 
major beneficiary 

The new policy, he elaborated, 
was to finance projects by partici- 
pation in equity, with the aim not to 
control or take over but to act as a 
catalyst to spur private 
inmvesumnents. 

“When the Asian Bank comes 
mto a project, the private sector 
and other financiers will gain more 
confidence to come forward to in- 
vest. This is the basic principle of 
our new policy and in the context of 
Pakistan this can prove to be of a 
lot of value.” 

He said during his discussions 
with the Federal and Provincial 
Governments in Pakistan as well as 
private sector representatives, he 
found a ready acceptance for the 
new policy and there was realisa- 
tion that it would produce results. 

This has been a good move by the 
Bank and we would ensure that its 
impact would be for the overall be- 
nefit of the member countries, he 
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said. 

He identified three windows for 
the operation of the equity partici- 
pation policy: (A) Direct ADB-in- 
vestment in private enterprises, 
(B) Investment in private/public 
sector projects where the private 
sector has the management powers 
and the project is substantially in 
the hands of the private sector, and 
(C) Providing credit lines to na- 
tional development banks for in- 
vestment in equity of small private 
sector projects, with the approval 
of the Bank. 


He indicated that munwet pro- 
jects could get a preference under 
this scheme but clarified that the 
Bank did not want to replace al- 
ready existing sources of financing. 


Pakistan’s performance 


Reviewing Pakistan’s perform- 
ance, the ADB official, who is the 
vital link between the board of the 
bank and the country concerned, 
found himself short of adequate ad- 
jectives. “Yours has been a most 
encouraging performance; your re- 
cord for repayments and debt serv- 
icing is unblemished; you are an 
excellent borrower,” Mr Muller 
said. 


He sid Pakistan's growth rate 
had been confirmed by an 
economic report prepared by the 
ADB late last year and “it could be 
the envy of even the developed 
countries.” 


He said the Bank analysed, asses- 
sed and kept track and record of all 
economic developments in every 
country.” Yours is one Asian 
country with which we enjoy 
working.” 
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INCLUSION OF PEOPLE'S PARTY IN MRD CRITICIZED 


Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 26 Mar 83 p 3 
[Article: "You Are Also a Disappointment" ] 


[Text] Sardar Sherbaz Khan Mazari, leader of the defunct National Democratic 
Party (NDP), said recently that the sense of insecurity among the people was 
increasing because of the postponement of democratic rule. This feeling 
could prove dangerous. He said Pakistan came into being by popular vote and, 
unfortunately, today millions of people are deprived of this righ.. He added 
that democratic forces need to cooperate with each other. "We heve to stop 
martial law rule, and to attain that goal we must work cooperatively with 
other democratic forces." Mr Mazari added that the present rule’s were 

naive about the deteriorating conditions in the country. 


We agreed with Mr Mazari in principle but feel that his criticism is one- 
sided and biased. He did not mention that the restlessness felt by people 
is caused not only by the policy and actions of the government but also by 
the standard of politics as practiced by the politicians in the country. 
People are greatly disappointed because our politicians have been unable to 
provide the kind of leadership needed by the times and circumstances. The 
government people seem to be unconcerned about the seriousness of the situa- 
tion, but the politicians also have failed badly to unite and work out a 
strategy for ridding the country of martial law. 


Take, for example, Sardar Mazari's comment about the need for cooperation 
among democratic forces in order to remove martial law and the fact that he 
supports a coalition of democratic forces. No one can disagree with him 

in principle on this point, but what has Mr Mazari done along these lines? 
He did not distinguish between the democratic and nondemocratic groups when 
it came to cooperation. Cooperation and unity for democratic purpose can be 
fruitful only among democratic groups. Cooperation among democratic and non- 
democratic groups to attain democracy can only be termed a bankruptcy of 
political savvy. The mistake made by Tahrik-e Istiqlal, PDP and NDP in es- 
tablishing cooperation with the People's Party and its satellite parties was 
more serious than the mistake of some parties in joining the government. These 
parties divorced themselves from the government very quickly. The three 
leading parties mentioned above, however, are still living with their mistake. 
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The first argument about the People's Party being autocratic is that its 
officers are all appointed, not elected. A political party that does not 
practice the democratic system in its own organization does not belong in 

a coalition to bring about a democratic system in the country. There is no 
logical reason for its inclusion in a coalition whose main purpose is demo- 


cratic rule. 


A second logical reason against the inclusion of the People's Party in such 
a coalition is that this party rose to power with the implementation of mar- 
tial law, and it did not hesitate to oppress people whenever its power was 
threatened. The present martial law rule was brought about by this party's 
stubborn resistance to popular demands and its corrupt efforts to change 
people's minds about elections. The popular movement against this party in 
1977 is unique in the history of the subcontinent. This movement ended the 
rule of this undemocratic party. In other words, the people moved against 
it and declared it an undemocratic party. The Tahrik-e Istiqlal, Pakistan 
Democratic Party and NDP were united with the people against the People's 
Party, and now these parties want to include the People's Party in efforts 
to establish democracy. This can only be seen as antidemocratic. Inclusion 
of the People's Party in the MRD by Tahrik-e Istiqlal, the PDP and the NDP 
has resulted in disillusionment amont the public, and this is the major rea- 
son for the insecurity among the masses. 





Had these three parties made the People's Party aware of its past mistakes, 
made its leader, Begum Nusrat Bhutto, apologize for the party's past charac- 
ter before including it in the MRD and required it to make its internal 
Organization democratic, these three parties would have risen in esteem in 
the eyes of the people. The political climate of the country would have 
been more conducive to unity and these parties would have been in the lead- 
ing role in the MRD. Instead, the People's Party is now the life and soul 

of MRD and Tahrik-e Istiqlal, the PDP and the NDP are playing only a marginal 
role. People are disappointed at this development. 


Still another reason for people's disappointment is the inclusion of some 
personal groups under the guise of political parties in the MRD. As a re- 
sult, Asghar Khan, Nawabzada Nasrulla Khan, and Mazari Sahib are losing 
their political stature while Fatehyab Ali Khan, Mairaj Mohammad Khan, and 
Nafees Siddiqi are gaining in political importance. The foundation of MRD 
is considered its four-point program demanding elections in the country, 
restoration of the 1973 constitution, termination of martial law and the 
peaceful transfer of power to popularly elected leaders. The themes at MRD 
meetings, however, are different from these demands. For example, on Inde- 
pendence Day, Mr Fatehyab Ali said that Pakistan had no fundamental philo- 
sophical mission and the so-called ideology of Pakistan was a fraud since 
it had no reference in any law or court order. He should be asked about 
the legal references and court orders behind the philosophical views of 
Pythagoras, Aristotle, Einstein, Gazali and Iqbal. A national philosophy 
is born out of people's actions, thinking and goals and not from the files 
of tax collecters or court attendants. Mr Abid Zuberi said at this con- 
ference that the Ulema played no role in the Pakistan movement and never 
was this slogan raised: "What does Pakistan mean? Only that there is no 
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God but Allah." At this, Khwaja Khairuddin remarked that the Ulema did play 
a role in the Pakistan movement. Qazi Sher Afzal walked out of this meeting 
as a protest against the [MRD leaders'] statements, but he returned soon 
after. People read these lectures of MRD leaders in newspapers and wondered 
how the lectures fit with the four-point program of MRD. This image of the 
MRD has caused a great disappointment among people. The politicians cannot 
unite to bring stability to the country. When they unite, they just fight 
about the philosophical foundation of Pakistan. That is why the people are 
more disappointed in these so-called proponents of democracy than in the 


government. 
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MUSLIM LEAGUE, BUREAUCRACY BLAMED FOR COUNTRY'S ILLS 


Karachi AMN in Urdu 5 Apr 83 p 2 


[Column by Jumma Khan: "Under Democracy, No Ruler Can Act Like an Unbridled 
Camel" ] 


[Excerpts] If Pakistan has failed to achieve its true destiny and if it 
cannot attain the goal of progress and prosperity, blame falls on the heads 
of two parties: the bureaucracy and the Muslim League. 


The bureaucracy has tried to keep every ruler under its thumb and, whenever 
possible, has trampled people's rights. On the other hand, those who managed 
to control the Muslim League through backdoor methods felt no shame in re- 
ducing the party that created Pakistan to the status of mistress to every 
ruler. Whoever became the country's ruler was invited to take up the party's 
leadership. Instead of trying te strengthen the foundations of democracy, 
the Muslim League adopted the practice of flattering every succeeding ruler 
in order to ensure that it would remain perpetually in power. It was imma- 
terial whether the ruler was an agent of the bureaucracy or a creature of 

the army. In this way, the popularity of the Muslim League was prematurely 


destroyed. 


If Pakistan is to solve its problems, if the stature of Pakistan is to be 
raised and if the nation is to become prosperous, the bureaucracy will have 
to be reined in. Its power will have to be ended, equality will have to be 
established, justice will have to be restored to its power and prestige and 
democracy will have to be revived. The army cannot accomplish these tasks 
because it, too, is a part of the bureaucracy. This task can be accomplish- 
ed only by elected politicians who have the backing of the people and in 
whose tenure parties of differing views, for the sake of strengthening 
democracy, settle their differences in a parliament rather than on the 


streets. 
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ADMINISTRATION CRITICIZED FOR MISUSING ISLAM 


Karachi AMN in Urdu 8 Apr 83 p 2 


[Article by Maulana Obaidullah: "Pakistan Is Nobody's Inherited or Con- 
quered Territory"] 


[Excerpts] It is expected that the Federal Shariat court will not allow 
either the ruling group or the political parties to use Islam and the ide- 
ology of Pakistan as a political stunt and will denounce any such attempts 


as immoral and un-Islamic. 


Barring a few early years of independence, no regime made any serious ef- 
fort to imbue the nation's administration with the aims of independence. 
Instead, the administration was inspired by policies aimed at making author- 
ity supreme, bolstering the power of rulers, showering legitimate and ille- 
gitimate favors on supporters, suppressing opposition and crushing people's 
rights. It is on such schemes that most of the nation's resources were 
wasted. Instead of making it the people's servant, rulers made the adminis- 


tration their own handmaiden. 


From the very beginning, the government and administration have been collud- 
ing with each other impudently and both of them have thrown their basic 
responsibilities to the wind. Disastrous results of this neglect even today 
hang over the nation like the wings of death. Whether it is unity, politics 
or the economy, the nation's future still appears to be shaky. 


The gravity of the maladministration in the country can be understood from 
the fact that whenever any evil originated it spread like wildfire and 
quickly got out of control, leaving the government, people and society 
watching like helpless and lifeless spectators. Evils like inflation, 
hoarding, smuggling, prostitution, gambling, bribery, cock-fighting, cheat- 
ing on examinations, open use and trade of drugs and blue films have become 
part and parcel of our life. To promote evils, ways and means are readily 
available everywhere. From this one can conclude that whether they have 
anything to gain from it or not, government officials are certainly in- 


volved. 


Perhaps that is why the law has remained silent about these evils. Law is 
a plaything in the hands of rich and influential people, but it falls 
heavily and indiscriminately on the poor, the helpless, the under privileged 
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and the dissidents. All this goes to prove that our rulers are using Islam 
and Pakistan's ideology as mere political slogans. What is more, through 
the contradictions in their words and their deeds, they are tarnishing the 
image of both Islam and the ideology of Pakistan. 


Because of these fundamental evils, our new generation is misled and has 
become a victim of hopelessness. In our society, constructive work is en- 
tirely lacking. Far from bringing about any basic changes, the present 
government continues to repeat the same old mistakes committed by former 
regimes. By betraying their primary duties, the rulers have emerged as a 
new class of preachers. They treat the country as their ancestral property 
or a conquered land that has yet to see the light of Islam. They think God 
Himself has appointed them rulers of this land and sent them to spread 
Islam. Or, God help us, the Prophet did not perfect Islam and this task 

is being completed now. 
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MEETING WITH BENAZIR BHUTTO DURING COURT APPEARANCE REPORTED 


Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 2 Apr 83 pp 9, 12 
[Article by Ilyas Shakir: "What Did Benazir Do Behind Bars?"] 


[Text] Benazir Bhutto appeared as a defense witness in the Jam Saqi case 
after her long seclusion in detention. The journalists were hoping to talk 
to her and learn some more facts but when they started toward the special 
military court located on Kashmir Road, they found that all the roads lead- 
ing to the court were closed and no one was allowed to pass. These steps 
were taken in the name of security precautions. 


According to knowledgeable sources, Benazir was surprised to find no jour- 
nalists or photographers in the meeting room when she arrived at about 10:00. 
She complained to one police officer: "When Wali Khan came here he had a 
police escort and photographers with him. What happened to them today? Am 

I not a free citizen of this country? Am I not allowed to see anyone in 
this court?" Benazir was told that a Suzuki car had been sent to bring press 


photographers. 


When the Suzuki arrived at the Kashmir Road crossing, its occupants invited 
the photographers to accompany them. A BBC correspondent who had a camera 
hanging from his neck got in, posing as a photographer. I also went along 
and got into the military court. The court proceedings started within 3 
minutes of our arrival. The correspondent from the BBC and the writer of 
these lines representing NAWA-I-WAQT were among those present in the court. 
With invocation to Allah, the ccurt began its session. Benazir told the 
court that she was 29 years old and I thought that according to the consti- 
tution, she will not be allowed to hold a high position in this country for 
another 6 years. After routine questioning, the court ordered Benazir to 
take the oath and the chairman of the special military court said in Urdu, 
"If any journalists are present in this room, they are asked to leave." The 
BBC correspondent did not understand Urdu and thus stayed, but I had to leave 
the court. An hour later, a police officer learned about the presence of 
the BBC correspondent in the court, he was stunned. All he could manage to 
utter was, "We made all these arrangements simply to keep him out." At this 
time, the court recessed and the accused and witnesses came to the waiting 
room for tea. The police got busy moving the BBC correspondent out. During 
that time, Mr Ashraf Memon took me to Benazir and let me talk with her for 
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10 minutes. After talking with her, I felt that she had a lot to say but was 
unable to talk. She had changed during the 3 years. She looked radiant and 
healthier, but she spoke more pensively now. 


The details of this informal talk with Benazir are summed up in the follow- 
ing lines. She said she keeps busy learning crocheting and sewing while in 
custody. She cooks, reads newspapers and writes down important points. Ac- 
cording to Benazir, when she got involved in political activities 5 1/2 years 
ago, she became a working machine and forgot about domestic affairs. Now 
she has time and opportunity to take an interest in domestic chores. She 
said she cooks for herself. Im answer to a question, she said that she is 
not writing any political book at this time nor had she written any book 
while in jail in Sahala 4 years ago. At that point, she questioned, "Can 
the events happening now be the subject of a book? I have no intention of 
writing any book on what happened to us either. This is a personal matter 
and what can I write about it?" 


She considered herself lucky being able to meet her girl friends. "Now I am 
lucky that I am among my friends. I feel I am free for the rest of my life.' 
Talking about her mother, she said that Begum Nusrat Bhutto misses her coun- 
try and would like to return home, but her health prevents it. Benazir added 
that Begum Nusrat Bhutto has become very weak. She talks with her mother 
once in a while to console herself. Commenting on MRD, she said that she 
could not make any qualitative remark about the MRD at present, but her atti- 
tude betrayed her eagerness to talk about the MRD and the fact that she was 
somehow holding herself back. She had told Jam Saqi a few minutes earlier 
that he should pay attention to the "left alliance" because only these groups 
could succeed in establishing democracy in the country. Benazir added that 
she also could not comment on the MRD because her information is limited to 
what she reads in the newspapers and has no connections with MRD. Also, she 
was afraid of offending her elders in the MRD by her statements. Benazir 
told the people present that she herself would like to know what exactly was 
happening and, in a good mood, asked them to keep her posted of any signs 

[of change]. She added that she had no communication or connection with the 
political world or the world in general. Only girl friends and relatives 
come to see her and she does not discuss politics with them and she cannot 
learn anything about political developments except from what she reads in 


the newspapers. 
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USE OF SOLAR ENERGY DETAILED 


Karachi DAWN in English 18 Apr 83 pp ll, 12 


[Article by Azim Kidwai] 


[Text ] 


FROM the present state 
of knowledge, there is al- 
most a consensus among sci- 
entists that solar and the 
nucleus of the atom are the 
only two energy sources: of 
sufficient magnitude and 
competitive potential to re- 
place the fossil fuels. :* 

One of these - nucieer energy - 
has already created 2 dent im the 
traditional energy picture, occupy- 
ing a sizable chunk m the enargy 
spectrum in countries like Japan 
and the USA, It is likety to make 
further inroads in spite of the tark- 
ing fears. against the risks invoived. 

However, solar energy genera- 
tion is still in a nascent stage. Only 
20 MW (megawatt) capacity of so- 
lar cells has been produced and de- 
ployed worldwide so fay, exploiting 
the Light component of the emergy. 
Add to it another couple of 
Megawatts produced in experimen- 
taj plants from the heat component 
of sunlight, by focussing it with the 
heip of mirrors, and then generat- 
ing steam to make electricity 
(hetioeiectricity ). 

That is about all. It jooks puny 
when seen against the generating 
capacity of even developing 
countries like Pakistan that feeds 
into its grid 4,000 MW of electrical 
power. 


Cost v 


Solar energy, nevertheless, was: 
in the limelight at the International 
Symposium-Workshop on Renew- 
able Energy Resources, heid in La- 
hore when 42 countries with ever 


100 foreign experts, participated in 
its deliberations. Nuclear energy 
couldn’t of course gradute to be at 
that forum, because it -is not 
renewable. 

The lobby for solar energy is 

strong indeed as could be seen at 
that big moot. Burt such a strong 
lobby often boosts up the image of a 
commodity rather disproportion- 
ately. Many got the impression as it 
the advent of solar energy, com- 
mercially on a large scale, is just 
round the corner, which perhaps it 
is not! 
The reason is simple. The cost of 
solar electricity from solar cells is 
not likeiy to tumble down ro S1 a 
watt in the late eighties, as given 
out by some experts. The chances 
of producing helio-electricity at 51 
or 2 per watt, are still more remote 
from its present profitie that pro- 
duces electricity at 510 to 20 per 
watt. 

The projections for electricai 
powr from solar cells are largely 
based on anticipated increase in 
the turnover of about a couple of 
megawatts per year to hundreds ot 
megawatts. Such an extrapolation 


, seems less plausible and turns dim 


with the tumbling of the oil prices, 
and coal tending to stage a 
comeback. 

However, that doesn’t mean that 
the role of solar energy as the en- 
ergy of the future has dimmed. If 
the time-scale is not made biurred 
by the enthusiasts of solar energy. 
the pianning can be done on ra. 
tionai lines. There is a strong 
Pjausi bility that peopie would like 
the sunught as the major source of 
energy at perhaps the turn of the 
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century, because it is totally 
poliution-free, and some littie 
adverse factor in its cost may be 
tolerated. At present, its cost is sim- 
piv prohibitive. 

The Lahore symposium was 
highly rewarding in the context of 
solar energy. For, one couid listen 
to some of the top experts in the 
fie!¢ and to the very knowledge- 
able and fruitful debates that fol- 
lowed. 


Of the four major techniques pre- 


gnant with great possibilities, two: 


are not new and are well known: 

1. Solar celis 

2. Helio-electricity. 

But the other rwo ofthe quadru- 
piets that solar energy has pro 
duced, are new, and even the ex- 
perimentai models are only a few 
years oid. They are: . 

1. Solar Ponds 

2. Selar desert Chimney 


The tast one is just born, and hap- 
pily, its main projection came from 
a Pakistani scientist, Dr. M.A.K. 
Lodhi, who is working at the Texas 
Technical Universiry, USA. But ier 
us start in the order the quadru- 
piets have been listed here and see 
the possibilities and the con- 
straints appended to each of them. 


Solar cells 


Solar celis are by far the most 
tantalizing of the ways of expioit- 
ing solar energy. The reason is that 
it is the cleanest, the most, 


sophisticated, and the least 
cumbersome methud to generate 


electrical power. In the scientific 
jargon, the principte invoived is 
called photo-voitaic effect, that is, 
conversion of iight directly into 
electricity. Thus when sunlight 
falls on the solar cell, out comes 
one-third to two-chird of a voit, as if, 
Magically. By having a bank of such 
cells, vou can have any voitage and 
any current you require. No moving 
machmeryv, no maintenance prob- 
lems, no smoke, no pouution. 

But then, you have to pav the 
price for sucn a tidy. clean system. 
Broadiv speaking. at current 
prices, vou have to pay about 10 
doilars for a watt of electrical en- 
ergy as against about | dollar for 
fossil fuels. 

Du tar, theretore, solar celis have 
been profitably used only in such 
situations as a light-huuse or a 
smal telecofimunication project 
s€t up at a remote place. Solar ceils 
have been used and are gaiore in 
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space as the major source of electri- 
cai energy because of the peculiar 
Nature and demands. In tact, they 
are a product of space endeavour. 
But the cost of silicon solar cells 
sent In space in the late sixties and 
eariy seventies used to approxi. 
mate to $1,000 per wart. It has since 
tumbied down to 310, a 100 umes 
reduction. 

Research and development on 
sOlar ceils is going on at almost a 
frantic pace. Instead of the high 
purity silicon singie crystal that is 
the prime cause of the high cost of 
solar ceils, amorphous silicon 
which is inexpensive, has come to 
the fore. The efficiency of such 
cells is of course low, but the price 
tag is lower still. There are many 
other new developments over the 
horizon. : 

In the conrext of silicon cells, it 
was good to know from the Director 
of the recently set up Silicon Tech- 
nology Development Cenrre, Dr. 
Atuique Mufti, that the work on the 
project is in good progress. They 
have abour Rs 2 crore at their dis- 
posal, and more is to come. The 
Centre would largely be focussing 
its attention on to solar ceil R&D 
and their production, though in- 
tegrated circuits and chips of diffe- 
rent mature would nor be 
negiected. 


Helio-electric power 


Focussing and concentrating the 
heat of the sunlight, is an oid scien- 
tific contraption. The Greeks in 
their heydavs are reported to have 
burnt the enemy ships in the ocean 
by concentrating solar energy 
through mirrors and focussing it on 
to the distant ships. But the cost 
factor of such electricity, as of now, 
ranges from 3510 to 20 per wait. In 
the system, the heat produces 
Steam to generate electrical power. 

The USA has set up experimentai 
powr stations Zenerating hundreds 
of kKliowatts through the technique. 
Saudi Arabia is aiso going in for a 
3sOiar Power unit using the heat 
component ot sunlight. But the first 
large-scale sular power pliant of 
LMW capacity. has been set up bv 
the Commission of Europeon Com- 
Munities in Sicily in 1980. it feeds 
to the grids. 

Dr. Joachim Gretz, of the Solar 
Energy Programme of the Commis- 
sion, in his paper, discussed the de- 
tauis or the |MW piant at the La- 
hore Ssmposium. He was of the 
view that the Hetiv-eiectrica 
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plants are limited by the tower 
height and the attenuation of the 
radiation energy from the mirrors 
to the focal! point. He said that the 
optimum plants couid be of the or- 
der ot 50 ro 100 MW (electrical). 

The cost of such systems is high, 
10 to 20 times the cost from fossil 
fuels, and with little chance of its 
tumbling down, unlike in the case 
of solar cells. 

It is a new technology though the 
principle was discovered at the 
dawn of the century. The heat from 
the sun is trapped in the lower 
layers of water in a pond filled with 
saline water or sea water. It is an 
ingenious contraption to trap the 
heat of sunlight fatling on water. 
Generally, in a pond, the density of 
the water below the surface de- 
creases as it warms up. It then rises 
and the cool water goes down. Thus 
convection currents are set up and 
the water under the surface cannot 
remam hot. That is stopped in this 
novel scheme. 

In a solar pond, the density of the 
lower layers of water is increased 
sufficiently by dissolving more of 
salts, so that the high density out- 
weighs the warming effects. The- 
water, therefore, cannot rise, and 
the temperatures of the lower 
layers go on rising. Further, the up- 
per layers aiso act as good in- 
sulators against escape of heat: 


tures can reach 90 degree 
centigrade or more. Low tempera- 
ture applications have fruitfully 
been made from such heat. But 
higher temperatures can also be at- 
tained. In one experiment at the 
University of New Mexico, USA, 
the temperature of 109 degree 
centigrade was reached. 
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Extensive experiments on solar 
ponds have aiso been conducted in 
Australia and Israel, and puiot 
plants producing hundreds of 
kilowatts of electricity. are in op- 
eration successfully. 


Solar Desert Chimney 


The concept was presented by 
Dr. Lodhi and seems viabie. A piece 
of unutilised iand is painted biack 
and covered by a transparent 
plastic in the form of a canopy, 
opening at the periphery. In the 
centre is the chimney with air 
turbines. 

Air entering from the periphery 
is heated by the hot ground and is 
sucked by the chimney. Because of 
the high velocity of the air entering 
the chimney, the air turbines can 
produced electrical power at inex- 
pensive rates. Dr. Lodhi’s cost 
caiculations show less than 10 paisa 
per unit (kwh) of electrical power 
through such a system which is ab- 
out one-third the cost from fossil 
fuels. 


The theoretica! considerations 
have yet to be put into the experi- 
mentai crucible (in Spain, one such 
experiment has perhaps been suc- 
cessfully conducted by another” 
team). Pakistan seems interested 
in this novei technology and col- 
laborative projects are likely to 
matertalise. 
>. Research and development in ail 
vhe “our diffrent emerging tech- 
nologses is imperative, as that only 
can tead to fruitful utilisation of so- 
lar energy on commerciai scale. Op- 
tions can be kept open to exploit 
which ever turms economically via- 
ble in any given situation at any. 
point of time. 














PETRO DOLLAR INVESTMENT MEETING PLANNED 


Karachi DAWN in English 18 Apr 83 p 12 


[Text ] 
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About 100 entrepreneurs and of- after a week-long mvestment ex- 
ficials of financial institutions of ploration vis:t of UAE, Kuwait and 
UAE, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia will Saudi Arabia, as a member of a 
come to Pakistan next month to high-powered mission, described 
participate in a two-day conference his talks with Arab investors as 
on “Opportunities of Petro-dollar “fruitful and highly rewarding.” 
Investment in Pakistan,” im The Arabs, Mr Zia said, showed 
Karachi on May 25-26. “particular interest in petro 

The conference is expected to be chemicals, agro-based industries, 
inaugurated by:President General hvestock farming, agricultural 
Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq and is be. farming, petroleum products and 
ing organised by Federation of downstream projects of steel mills, 
Pakistan Chamber of Commerce efc., on which they were provided 
and Industry in collaboration with with feasibility reports prepared 
Investment Advisory Centre of by IACP. 

Pakistan and UNIDO. Follow-up material including 

The President of FPCCI, Mr elaborate studies will be prepared. 
Yusuf Zia, who returned yesterday Mr Zia said he informed the Arab 
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investors of the constitutional 
guarantees for foreign investment 
and repatriation of the profits, and 
was able to convince them about 
the investment opportunities, the 
profitability, and the stable condi- 
tions within the country. 


The delegation included the 
Managing Director of LACP, Mr 
Reza H. Syed; and Vice President 
of the Federation, Mr Tariq Saeed. 


The FPCC&I chief left later for 
Bombay to participate in the three 
day conference on “Economic 
Cooperation among South Asian 
Countries,” at Delhi from today. 
—PPI. 














JOINT BODY SET UP FOR PAKISTANIS IN SAUDI JAILS 


Karachi DAWN in English 13 Apr 83 ppl, 10 


[Text ] 


Pakistan and Saudi Arabia Have: 


set up a joint committee to find out_ 


the exact number of Pakistanis in 
Saudi jails and examine cases 
against them. 

The Saudi authorities have ag- 
reed to set up the committee to re- 


move apprehensions in certain 


quarters that a large. number of 
Pakistanis are lodged in Saudi- 
jail 


by Mr Mahmoud Haroon, Federal 
Interior Minister, on his return. 
from Jeddah after a 10-day official 
visit to Saudi Arabia. 

He said in an imterview at 
Karachi Airport that contrary to 
the estimates made in certain 
quarters that the number of 
Pakistanis in Saudi jails was 
10,000, it had now been found that 
their number was 2,000. 

About the extradition treaty he 
signed with his Saudi counterpart, 
Mr Mahmoud Haroon said Saudi 
Arabia was the second country af- 
ter Lran with whom Pakistan had 
signed such a treaty. It would help 
try criminals. 

The second pact pertains to ex- 
change of expertise and training 
facilities for police, immigration, 
marcotics and coast guards for 
Pakistani and Saudi personnel. It 
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This was stated here yesterday 
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was for the first time that Pakistan 
had signed such a pact with any 


‘country. 


Replying to a question, the 
Minister said the signing of the two 
security pacts was in line with 
Pakistan’s policy to forge close ties 
with Islamic States. 

Mr Mahmoud Haroon said that 
during his stay in Saudi Arabia he 
had visited the Madina University 
and saw the Haj Research Centre. 
The Saudi Government was spend- 
ing three billion riyals on the mod- 
ernisation of the centre. 

A study in collaboration with the 
University of Karachi to examine 
the socio-economic issues of Hujjaj 
was under way by the Saudi Haj 
Research Centre, he added. The 
study would also examine 
percentage of age group and in- 
come of Hujjaj, sponsorship 
scheme, etc. The object of the study 
was to educate Hujjaj without en- 
actment of new laws. 

The Minister said he also visited 
the port of Jubail and the Uni- 
versity of Petroleum and Minerals. 
He said the largest number of stu- 
dents at the university were from 
Pakistan. Besides, Pakistani pro- 
fessors were also teaching at the 
university. 
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DIRECTIVE FOR RAPID COMPUTERIZATION 


Karachi DAWN in English 13 Apr 83 p 10 


[Text] 


RAWALPINDI, April 12: The 
President Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq 
presided over the advisers meeting 
at the CMLA’s Secretariat here this 
afternoon. 

President’s Adviser on Science 
and Technology, who is also 
Chairman of the Computerisation 
Committee, Dr. M.A. Kaz, made a 
presentation before the meeting, 
an the work done so for by the Com- 
puterisation Committee in the 
country. 

Measures needed to introduce 
computers according to a 
systematic and well-planned 
system in the country were re 
viewed by the meeting. In this con- 
text the President directed thar 
computerisation should be intro 
cuced as rapidly as possible in the 
country and special attention 
should be paid to it in the next Five- 
Year Plan. 

The meeting reviewed the 
mushroom growth of video game 
parlours and their effects on the 
youth. 


The meeting decided that exten- 
sive efforts should be made at all 
levels including the Federal, Pro- 
vincial and the local to set up com- 
mittees to consider measures for 
administrative deregulation to do 
away with the obsolete and vexati- 
ous regulations. 


It may be recalled that a Deregu- 
lation Committee is already work- 
ing under Dr. Mahbubul Haq, De- 
puty Chairman, Planning Commis- 
sion, Om measures needed for 
dereguiation. 


It was decided that similar ac- 
tions were necessary to deal with 
the unnecessary controls and regu- 
lations on the economic side as 
well. 


Cabinet Division was directed to 
draw up a high-power body to un- 
dertake a comprehensive examina- 
tion of this question on a continu- 
ing basis. 

The meeting was attended by the 
President’s Advisers and the 
Cabinet Secretary. 
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DENATIONALIZATION OF ENTERPRISES CRITICIZED 


Karachi DAWN in English 13 Apr 83 p 10 


(Text ] 
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The MRD Central Executive 
Committee has said that the assign- 
ment of the management of profit- 
making State enterprises to the pri- 
vate sector would “inevitably give 
rise to further concentration of 
wealth in fewer hands” and, there- 
fore, should be withdrawn in the 
larger national interest. 


A resolution adopted on the sub- 
ject by the Committee at its meet- 
ing on Sunday last made it clear 
that “no elected government will 
honour such agreement with the 
private sector and that it will be 
rescinded.” 


The meeting was held under the 
presidentship of Maulana Moham- 
mad Shah Amroti of the defunct 
Jamiat-i-Ulema-i-Islam (JUI). It 
was attended, among others, by 
Khwaja Khairuddin, Mr. Ghulam 
Mustafa Jatoi and Maulana 
Ehteramul! Hag Thanvi, Mr. Mairaj 
Mohammad Khan, and Mr. Iqbal 
Haider, Mr. Abid i, Mr. Mush- 
taq Mirza, Ch. Mohammad Jameel 
and Qari Sher Afzal. 

The MRD Committee passed six 
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resolutions, three of which were re- 
leased yesterdzy. Khwaja Khairud- 
din said that as per decision three 
— resolutions will be released 


State enterprises, it pointed out, 
were one of the “invaluable assets” 
of the nation, held in trust for 
which the Government would be 
accountable. 


The Committee, in another resol- 
ution, called for immediate repatri- 
ation of the Paicistanis stranded in 
Bangladesh ance said that if refuge 
anid hospitality could be extended 
to three million Afghan Muslims, 
then why not a couple of lakhs of 
Muslims belonging to Pakistan 
could be brough: from Bangladesh? 


The MRD Exétutive, in its third 
resolution, decried the tendency to 
print in the national Press “stories 
loaded with insinuations and 
speculations, without disclosing 
the source.” “We appeal to the 
Press to cooperate with us (the 
MRD) in the interest of democ- 
racy,” the resolution urged. 
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ZAKAT TO BE CHARGED ON HIDDEN ASSETS ALSO 


Karachi DAWN in English 13 Apr 83 p 10 


[Text ] 
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LAHORE, April 12: The Govern- 
ment will shortly start compulsory 
charging of Zakat on all “Amwaai-i- 
Baatina” (hidden assets) and spend 
the total collected amount on vari- 
ous welfare projects. 

This was disclosed here tonight 

by Khwaja Mohammad Safdar, 
Chairman, Federal Council 
(Majlis-i-Shoora), while addressing 
a dinner hosted in his honour by the 
traders’ organisations. 
. He said it was wrong to consider 
Zakat as a tax and added it was 
compulsory to purify the remaining 
assets. 


- Khwaja Safdar said Zakat could 
be utilised for eight different 
purposes in the way of Allah and 
regretted to note that there was no 
consensus among the Ulema of var- 
ious schools of thought on these 
eight purposes. The Government 
was, however, trying to evolve 
some consensus on this issue, he 
added. 

He categorically ruled out waiv- 
ing of taxes after implementation 
of Zakat and said they were neces 
sary, to meet heavy expenditure of 
the Government. He, however, in- 
dicated that tax burden could be 
relieved to some extent by spend- 
ing Zakat money on different 
welfare projects. 

Khwaja Safdar lashed out at the 
existing taxation system and de- 
scribed it as outdated, defective re- 
quiring complete overhauling. He 
stressed upon the Government to 
curtail powers of the Income Tax 
Department functionaries and 
hoped the lesser powers with them 
will help scale.down the corrup- 
tion. 
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SPECIAL POLICE FORCE SUGGESTED--A separate police force to deal with emergency 
situations, particularly massive riots street demonstrations and scattered 
disturbances, has been suggested for the metropolitan City of Karachi. Ac- 
cording to the proposal, the special task force will be equipped with modern 
weapons and communication devices and will have specialised training to keep 
law and order under control. An official study undertaken into the frequent 
eruptions of violence showed that the local police forces posted at Karachi's 
54 police stations was not capable of dealing with scattered or localised 
disturbances in the city Similarly, the strike police force at the Police 
Headquarters was unable to deal with the massive disturbances. The study sug- 
gested creation of a separate police force which should be drawn from areas 
other than those of Sind, and which could be despatched to the troubled spot. 


[Karachi DAWN in English 13 Apr 83 p 1] 


TRADE TEAM TO SE ASIA--A general trade delegation of Pakistan will visit a 
number of South-East Asian countries next month to explore possibilities of 
boosting exports of a number of items. According to the official sources, the 
delegation will visit Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore and Philippines and will 
include prominent manufacturers and exporters dealing in business of a number 
of exportable items. The items for which the delegation will endavour to 
promote exports in the South-East Asian countries are cotton, textiles, 
garments, bed linen, fruits and vegetables, leather goods, plastic goods, chip 
boards marble and other tiles and engineering goods. Meanwhile, Karachi Chan- 
ber of Commerce and Industry is organising the Pakistan pavilion in the Milan 
International Fair at Italy, which begins today and will continue till April 


23. [Karachi DAWN in English 14 Apr 83 p 1] 


CONSTITUTION DEFENDED--FAISALABAD, April 17--The 1973 Constitution contains a 
full-fledged political framework and leaves no room for political experimen- 
tation for holding of general elections. This was stated by Chaudhry Eitzaz 
Ahsan, former minister and defunct Tehrik-i-Istaqlal leader, in an interview 
with ‘Dawn’ here. Referring to the present political climate in the country 
he asked, “If President Zia was sanguine about impregnability of his govern- 
ment, why was he persistently avoiding elections and restoration of civil 
liberties and democrtic organisation?". He said this was on record that during 
the hearing of the Begum Nusrat Bhutto case that only argument that was ad- 
vanced in support of martial law was that the Army had taken over temporaily 
for only 90 days till the holding of the general elections and nobody had at 
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that time claimed that the martial law was enforced for Islamisation and this 
was all pre-planned. Asked to give his views about MRD, Mr. Ahsan said the 
MRD was like "a baby born in a prison house". [Karachi DAWN in English 18 Apr 


83 p 9] 


RESENTMENT AGAINST REFUGEES--Shah Mohammad Shah, Acting President of the 
defunct Pakistan national Party (PNP), said in a statement yesterday that the 
"induction of Afghan refugees into the social, economic and political life of 
Pakistan is totally unacceptable to the people." He pointed out that the 
"freedom" enjoyed by the Afghan refugees to "spread out into all the provin- 
ces, take up jobs and set up businesses” had resulted in the curtailment of 
opportunities for the local population in NWFP and Baluchistan. Shah Mohammad 
reiterated the stand of the defunct PNP that Pakistan should recognise the 
Karmal regime in Kabul and start a dialogue with it with a view to normalising 
the relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan. That, he emphasised, was the 
only way to facilitate return of the Afghan refugees to their homes. [Karachi 


DAWN in English 14 Apr 83 p 4] 


BOOK FORFEITED--QUETTA, April 13--The Government of Baluchistan has forfeited 


a book entitled "Among the Believers," written by V. S. Naipaul, and a maga- 
zine entitled, "Pakistan Today," published by London-based so-called Committee 
for Democratic Pakistan which contain objectionable material falling under the 
West Pakistan Press and Publications Ordinance, says an official handout. 
[Karachi DAWN in English 14 Apr 83 p 4] 
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